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ROSS. TO MON DU TIS: 
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HISTORICAL AND DESCRIPTIVE ACCOUNTS 
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WILTON. AND GOODRICH 
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A LSU OF 
COURT FIELD, 
[HE NURSERY OF KING HENKY THE fler 


NEW WEAR; 


AND EVERY OTHER OBJECT IN IHE VOYAGE, 


THE CELEBRATED FAMILY OF THE $SWIFTS, 


WHO KESILED AT GOODRICH, ARE NOT OVERLOOKED; 


And, throughout the Whole, are interspersed, a Variety. of amusing and 
interesting Circumstances, never before Collected! 
 » PARTICULARLY, 
MEMOIRS AND ANEC DOT ES 
ru ri Of 


JOHN KYRLE, ESQ. 


RENDERED IMMCRTAL BY THE MUSE OF POPF, UNDER IHE CHARACTER Ort 
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BY CHARLES HEATH, PRINTER, MONNiIGUTH, 


Being an Addition to his Accounts, already printed, of the most interesting Places in 


the County, viz, Ragland Calile; Iintern Abbey; Pierceficld ; Chepſtow, &. 
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Dut all our PRATSES why should Loxrs engross? 
Rite, honest Most, and sing“ ut Man or Ross.“ 


[Moral Essays] Epistle III. to Leno BaTHURST, Une 249. 


— — — — — — — — ä—mR2ͤeꝛ—— — —— ᷑ ˙tßꝶ̃ —ů— —— ñꝗ — 


1IO09%MOUTRH, PRINTED AND SOLD BY HIM IN THE MARK ET- PLACE: 


gold ale by Mrs Chambers, Beaufort Arms, Ragland :; Mr. Kogers, the Old Passage 
And Mr, Walker, Printer of the Hererord Journal, Hereford, 1796. 


a 
PY qr , bd * 
— 1 1 
* / 
\ 
* % > 2 
N 
4 ' 
, * 


TE RT rn ey 


PREFACE. 


SINck the publication of Mr. G11ein's Observations 
on the River Wy x, and the Picturesque beauty of Sourn WALES, 
the public attention has been excited, in a high degree, to 
view the ſcenes his pen ſo charmingly deſcribes. 


That a River like the Wye, whoſe courſe is marked by 
a perpetual ſucceſſion of inexpreſlible beauties, and adorned, 
for the ſpace of eighty miles, with towns, villages, caſtles, 
f abbies, and the moſt captivating landſcapes, ſhould have 
called forth the exertion of his pen and pencil, we by no 
means wonder at; for the ſcenery which he delineates is pe- 
culiarly calculated for the diſplay of his admirable talents, 


Greatly indeed have we to lament the misfortune of his 
having undertaken the voyage under every diſadvantage of 
the weather; for if a rainy day could have excited ſuch de- 
ſcription, what might not have been expected when viewed 
in the gaiety and ſplendor of sun-shine © | 


b Mr. 


PREFACE. 


Mr. Gzav, ſo celebrated for his Elegy and other Poems, 
has left us his tribute of praife on this pleaſing excurſion, in 
the following Letter to his friend Mr. Masow, dated the 
24th of May 1771: 


+ My laſt ſummer's tour was through Morcestershire, 
** Glocestershire, Monmouthshire, Herefordshre, and Shropshi re, five 
of the moſt beautiful counties in the kingdom. The very 
% principal light, and capital feature of my journey, was 
* the River Wrt, which I deſcended in a boat, for near 
** forty miles, from Ross to Chepstow. Its banks are a ſuc- 
ceſſion of nameleſs beauties. One, out of many, you 
may fee not ill-deſcribed by Mr. WurArrzr, in his 
Observations on Modern Gardening, under the name of the 
„ New WEIN. He has alſo touched on two others, 
« Tintern Abbey, and Persfield; both of them ſamous ſcenes ; 
* and both on the Wytz. Monmouth, a town I never heard 
mentioned, lies on the ſame river; in a vale, that is the 
delight of my eyes, and the very seat of pleasure. The vale 
of Abergavenny, Ragland and Che pstoto Castles, Ludlow, Malvern 
Hills, &c. were the reſt of my acquiſitions.— 


To aid the traveller's Observations in this journey, is 
the motive for the publication of theſe ſheets. Works of 
Topography are, in general, printed in a large ſize, ill-cal- 
culated as companions on a tour; a book like this, is far 
better adapted for the purpoſe, which takes up little room, 
and if loſt is of no value. It will ſerve to refreſh the me- 
mories of thoſe who have viewed the ſcenes; and to thoſe 
who are leſs happy, it will impart a variety of uſeful and 
neceſſary information. 
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; PREFACE. 
| 1ho' the uf ber part of the Wye may afford much pleaſing 
| | ſcenery, it is from Ross that the excurſion uſually commences. 
* _, Boats lightly conſtructed, which are uſed either with or 


without a ſail, and navigated by three men, are kept in con- 
ſtant readineſs. It requires hut little exertion o proceed 


K 


a down the river, when the wind is not contrary to the cur- | 

b | rent; but as its ſtream is only influenced by the tide about 

{ 12 miles above Chepſtow, it calls forth ſome force to drag 

it back the .remainder of the way; obſtructed as it is by | 

7 rapid falls, weirs, &c. in many places. | 

U The price of a boat from Ross to Monmouth, is One Guinea 

5 and a Half; from Ross to (hepstow, Three Guineas : beſides | 

e : prouisions for the boatmen ; which may be allowed for, or found 

buy the company, as is moſt agreeable to the party. | 

FR. e | 

e = ROSS 

le : J thus described in the ** Magna Britannia,” - Camden / Gibsons | 

mn edition} scarcely mentioning it: | 
| *+ Rosse, a market and a free borough town, ſo made by 

E King Henry III. in Greytree hundred. It is a well- 

P ts built, populous, and well-frequented town, by reaſon of 

3 its markets on Thurſdays, which is plentifully ſtored with 

$ : ** cattle and other proviſions, weekly, and four fairs 

: ** yearly, on Aſcenſion-day, Corpus Chriſti, St. Margaret 

5 #-* July 20, and St. Andrew. It conſiſts of two ſtreets, 

0 rolling each other, four furlongs in length a piece, con- 0 

41 taining about 300 houſes; Mr. Camden fays, twas in 


his time noted for mitiis; but if fo, there is no appearance 
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PREFACE. 


of it, there being no more of that trade than in other 
„towns. At the Weſt end of this town there is a fine = 
e broad cauſeway lately raiſed. Over againſt Rosse is 
Wilton, in Wormlow hundred, a very ancient caſtle of 


i the Greys, from whom ſo many illuſtrious perſons have ; 

% deſcended.” | 

The town is fituated on the declivity of a hill, and ic 

when viewed from the Weſtward occupies a bold and com- 12 

manding eminence, at whoſe feet the river Wye flows in * 

the moſt beautiſul meandring manner. 100 

It is diſtant from Glocester eaſtward 16 miles, Hereford a : 

weſtward 13 miles, Ledbury northward 13 miles, and 15. 

Monmouth ſouthward 10 miles: but what particularly marks 1. 
it, is being the birth- place and reſidence of Mr. John Kyrle, ; 
commonly called The Man of Ross, whom Pope has rendered | 

immortal by a panegyric on his character, in his © Epiſtle w 

to Lord Bathurst, on the Uſe of Riches.” di 

Memoirs of his Life being but imperfectly known, the - 

following ſketches may prove acceptable, being aſſerted on hi; 

ſuch authorities as are unqueſtionable. 1 he 
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PREFACE: 


Mx. JOHN KYRLE, celebrated by Porx as © Tar 
Man or Ross,” a charitable, humane, and public- ſpirited 
character, well worthy the imitation of his ſuperiors in rank 
and fortune; but it was not in his power, with an income 
which ſcarcely ever amounted to Five Hundred Pounds a Year, 
to compaſs the many beneficent undertakings aſcribed to 
him. The poet, therefore, muſt be underſtocd to mean. 
that, by the influence of his example, and ſolicitations to 


his wealthier neighbours, as well as his own contributions, 


he effected his various benevolent purpoſes. 


He gave two public dinners in a week, where perſonal 


3 worth, and humble merit, were more attended to, than 


dignity or fortune; and aſter the ſervants had dined, what 
remained was always diſtributed to the poor. Neither made 
diſhes or wine ever appeared at his table ; his expences for 
his own perſonal gratification were trifling, by which means 
he was enabled to lay by for the poor a greater proportion 


of his income than moſt men have inclination or ſelf-denial 


enough to give up; and during the winter, while the ma- 


I ay of rich people retire to London, from dreary prospects 


and clouded ſkies, he fulfilled what is rare in the preſent. 


"4 EF the uſeful and honourable duties of a country gentle- 


man, diffuſing the comforts of food, fuel, 1aiment and 
Y ittendance among the ſick, the indigent, and the old. 


One 
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One part of his conduct in relieving the poor, deſerves 
to be noticed by thoſe who have ability and inclination to 
diſpenſe the gifts of mercy. He expected every one who 
applied for relief to do something, as far as was conſiſtent with 
age and health; for he rightly conſidered it as a diſcourage- 
ment to, and a tax upon, diligence and induſtry, to ſupport 
any but the aged and infirm in indolence and inactivity. A 
conſtant reſource of elemoſynary employment was therefore 
regularly provided, ſuch as gathering ſtones, way-mending, 
clearing wood, tranſplanting young trees into hedge-rows, 
and other taſks, adapted to the ſtrength and abilities of his 
various ſupplicants. 


Dreſs and perſonal ornament conſumed but little of his 
time, attention, or money. He was remarkably plain and 
homely in this reſpect; and on a journey he once made 
into Oxfordſhire, without a ſervant, was apprehended at 
Bxnson, in that county, on ſuſpicion of being a hg/wayman ! 
The Juſtice was better acquainted with the penal ſtatutes 
than with Pope's writings, and our Max or Ross would cer- 
tainly have been committed to priſon, had he not ſent for 
ſome of the neighbouring gentlemen, who hurried in their 
carriages to bail him.* 


Similar ſtories have been told of eminent men ; and, among the reſt, of 2 diſtin- 
tuiſned member of the Royal Society. ColleGing ſome botanical plants under a hedge 
in the neighbourhood of bis ſeat in Lincolnſhire, he was obſerved by a perſon travelling 
on the road, who ſuſpecting his intentions, laid hold on him, aud forced him beiore 2 
Juſtice of the Peace. Sir - » was immediately recogniſed by the magiſtrate, being 2 
viſiting acquaintance, who informed the trave tr of the rank of his priſoner : the 
firanger fell on his knees, imploring protection for the inſult offered, alledging for his 
defence —he thought he had been a robber. 
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PREFACE. 


He was, for many years, a bleſſing to the town of Ross 
| and its neighbourhood, an aſſiſter of young tradeſmen on 
their firſt commencing buſineſs, an aſſiduous healer of dis- 
cord and contention, a friend to the fatherleſs and widow, 
and died at the age of eighty-eight, with that calm confi- 
dence and ſerene hope ſuch a life inſures,—a death which 
we all with for, but few of us have a right to expect. 
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POPE's LINES 


ON 


THE MAN OF ROSS. | 


* P. © But all our praiſes why ſhould Lords engroſs? 
{+ Riſe, honeſt Muſe, and ſing the Man of Ross: 
e Pleas'd Vaca ecchoes 4 thro' her winding bounds, | 
And rapid SEVERN hoarſe applauſe reſounds. 
Who hung with woods yon mountain's ſultry brow ? 
From the dry rock who bade the waters flow? 
Not to the ſkies in uſeleſs colums toſs d, | | 
Or in proud falls magnificently loſt, | 
*+ But clear and artleſs, pouring thro' the plain 
Health to the ſick, and ſolace to the ſwain. 


By the letters P. and B. at the beginning of the paragraphs, it ſhould 

de underſtood, that the poem is a kind of dialogue between the poet and 
1 his friend Lord Bathurst. 

1 This diſcrimination of the character of the two rivers, is compatible 

wich the Poet's good ſenſe. The lofty banks and mazy courſe of the Wye 

gare the circumſtances from whence its beauty ariſes. It could not well | 

XZ £ccao unleſs its banks were both lofty and winding. The Severn, ipflu- 

enced by high and rapid tides, is kept in a perpetual ſtate of uprœar and 

WM gitation, which conveys to the mind ideas of the moſt ſtriking contraſt. 


„ Whoſe 
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4. Whoſe Causeway parts the vale with ſhady rows? 
+ Whoſe Seats the weary traveller repoſe ? 
© Who taught that heav'n-direfted Spire to riſe? 
The Max or Ross,“ —each liſping babe replies. 
„ Behold the Market-place with poor o'erfpread ! 
«* The Max or Ross divides the weekly bread : 
+ He feeds yon alms houſe, neat, but void of Nate, 
„Where Age and Want fit ſnuling at the gate; 
„Him portion'd maids, apprentic'd orphans bleſs'd, 
* The young who labour, and the old who reſt. 
Is any fick? the Man or Ross relieves, 
„ Preſcribes, attends, the med'cine makes, and gives. 
Is there a variance? enter but his door, | 
„% Balk'd are the courts, and conteſt is no more. 9 
Deſpairing Quacks with curſes fled the place, 4 A 
And vile Attornies, now an uſeleſs race. 1 
B. Thrice happy man! enabled to purſue 23 
What all ſo with, but want the pow'r to do! 
++ Oh ſay, what ſums that gen'rous hand ſupply ? 


What mines to ſwell that boundleſs charity? I ; 
P. Of debts and taxes, wife and children clear, . 
©® This man poſſeſs due hund ed pounds a year ! Ss. | 
* Bluſh, Grandeur, bluſh! proud courts, withdraw your E 
blaze! 1 


« Ye little Stars, hide your diminiſlrd TY | 

B. * And what! no monument, inſcription, ſtone! 
++ His race, his form, his name almoſt unknown? 

P. Who builds a church to God, and 270 to Fame, 


Will never mark the marble with his name.“ 
Moral Essays, Epiſtle III. line 249. 
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PREFACE. 


The obſervation of Dr. Joansown on the foregoing lines 


of Popk, are deſerving our notice :— 


e ſome hints are hiſtorically thrown, and ſome known cha- 
raters are introduced, with others of which it is difficult to 
ſay how far they are real or fictitious; but the praiſe of 
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Into this poem [meaning the Epiſtle to Lord Bathurſt] 


KrRL, the Man of Ross, deſerves particular examination, 
who, after a long and pompous enumeration of his public 
works and private charities, is ſaid to have diffuſed all thoſe 

leſſings from five hundred a year. Wonders ere willingly 
told, and willingly heard. The truth is, that Kyi. was 
a man of known integrity and active benevolence, by 
whoſe ſolicitation the wealthy were perſuaded to pay con- 
tributions to his charitable ſchemes; this influence he 
obtained by an example of liberality exerted to the ut- 
moſt extent of his power, and was thus enabled to give 
more than he had. This account Mr. Vidtor received 
from the Miniſter of the place; and I have preſerved it, 
that the praiſe of a good man, being made more credible, 
may be more ſolid. Narrations of romantic and im- 
practicable virtue will be read with wonder, but that 
which is unattainable is recommended in vain; that 
good may be endeavoured, it muſt be ſhewn to be pos- 
ible.” LIFE OF POPE, V. iv. P. 111-2. 


In the MS. of this poem, inſtead of the couplet beginning with 
Pleas d Vaga, &c.“ it ſtood thus: 


Trace humble worth beyond Sabrina's ſhore; 
Who ſings not him, oh may he ſing no more.” 


c ET.” 
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On making application to the Rev. Mr. Taylor, Miniſter 
of Ross, to aſcertain from the parith register the day of Mr. 
Hrle's birth, as alſo the names of his parents; J was in- 
formed by him, that it did not go ſo far, back as 1636, the 
year in which he was born, as he died in 1724. 


The following authentic particulars, Mrs. Proceer, then 
[ June 10, 1796] of the King's Head Inn, Ross, the nearest 
relative living to the Kyrle family, was pleaſed to impart, in 
A perſonal converſation, at her houſe, on that day. 


Mr. John Kyrle having no family (it ſhould be known 
that he was never married), left his eſtates in the following 
manner, to his neareſt relation, Mr. Vandernoot Kyrle, and 
his heirs. This Mr. Vandernoot Kyrle had two ſons and a 
daughter, named Robert, Walter, and Elizabeth. After the 
death of their father, the property was bequeathed to Robert: © 
the eldeſt ſon, and his heirs male. He failing iſſue, then to 
Walter the ſecond son, and his heirs male. Walter dying 
without iſſue male, then to Eli zabeth the daughter, and Jer 
heirs male or female. But, from a flaw in the Will, Mr. 
Robert Kyrle cut off the intail, and made it a jointure to his 
wife and daughter, ROW deſcendants now enjoy it. 


i Joxxs, Eza. Adee, at Ross, by marriage of the 
female heir, is the preſent owner of the eſtates. 


She did not know in What degree of affinity Mr. Van. + 
Kyrle ſtood to The Man of Ross, tho his heir, nor have I been 


able to obtain it. 
THE 
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THE PORTRAIT 
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THE MAN OF ROSS. 
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A character ſo, much beloved could not fail to excite a 
wiſh among bis friends, to perpetuate his memory by the 
ſkill of the painter; yet ſuch was his modeſiy, that no in- 


1 ducement, tho often ſolicited, could prevail over him to 


ſit, for for his portrait. But ſome gentlemen of Ross being 


3 F on poſſeſſing his likenefs, engaged an artiſt from 
* London, who tketched it while he fate at Church, attending 
1 Dieine Service on a Sunday. 


It is an half length, 24 feet high by 2 feet wide, and is 


A valuable for- its extreme likeneſs, tho condemned by the 


Mr. Walter Kyrle, Mr. 


V. K.'s ſecond fon, and who died in 1775, I was told by 
Mrs. Proſſer, who lived wittrhim, was faid to have been the 
very image of the Man of Ross in his countenance. 


_ 


There were two pictures; one at Mr. Wall 8. the King's 


1 PRO Inn, the other at Mr. Proſſer s, the King's Head Inn; 
1 but when Mr. Wall removed, in the year 1795% from Ross, 
9 to the Swan Inn, Teukesbury, in Gloceſterſhire, he made 
1 the Man of Ross a companion in his journey, to the great 
= regret of Mr. George, the preſent occupier, and difappoint- 
ment of many of his travelling cuſtomers. 


That 
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That they are both done by the ſame artiſt, muſt ſtrike 
every perſon who has viewed them. Mrs. Proſſer ſays, that in 
their poſſeſſion was given to Mr. Walter Kyrle by the per- 


ſon who drew it; and left to her by Mr. Walter Kyrle. 'J | 
Indeed they are ſo near alike, that but for this being freser 
than Mr. Wall's, it would be impoſſible to diſtinguiſh one * 
from the other. | | 
He is drawn in a kind of looſe gown, or robe de chambre, l 
bis cravat hanging down below his cheſt, after the faſhion of u 
King William IIId's time. "Lhe hair of his wig is parted # 
at the top, and combed down cloſe to his ears, below which MF ; 


it hangs. Our modern beaux lately introduced ſuch an 
imitation, There is ſoinething extremely calm and placid 
in his countenance, correſponding with his benevolent 
mind. -I have been told, his features were what is deemed 
rather harſh than otherwiſe. 


With all its merits and all its imperſections, Mr. Proſſer 
refuſed for it, laſt ſummer, the ſum of one hundred guineas, 


A 


HIS RING. 


Mr. Kyrle uſually wore a ring with a peculiar device. IT 
was a ſmall ruby ſet in gold; but on touching the point of $ 
the ſtone, it opened, and emitted the head of a ſnake, hiss- 1 
ing, and its tongue out. This ring is now in the poſſeſſion 4 
of Mrs Flack (Mrs. Proſſer's filter), who lately kept an inn J 
at Reading, in Berkſhire, but now reſides at Bath. 2:0 
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HIS POCKET-BOOK. 


_ The only article which Mrs. Proſſer * retained in ber 
poſſeſſion, belonging to the Man of Roſs, beſides his piclure. 
was his pocket-book, This contained (noted by himſelf) the 


—_ 
method of ſpending his time, his journies, expences, and 

» A 
other memorandums: but, unfortunately, truſting it to het 
ſon Mr. James Proſſer, who carried it about, he loſt it from 
, his pocket. The obfervations of ſuch a man as Mr. Kyrle 
. pO TIE 
of would, if made public, have afforded matter of much 
d Tho death is a debt we muſt all ſooner or later pay, I feel a regret. 
ch in being the narrator of her $UBbEN -Cifflution, even- accompanied as it 
an Was with her muſt earneit withes, when 1 calt to miad her uncommon 


; cheerful behaviour, and readineis in antwgring my queſtiuns, but a few 
id days belore. 
| What particulars are here related, reſped ing Mr. Kyrle, were commu— 
\ed 3F nicated to me on Friday the 16th of June, which the imparted with all the 
gaiety of youth, tho' lar advanced in years, and had been up nearly the 
whole of every night. in that.week, thro' the buſineſs of the Herefordſhire 
=X electi-n. She ſpoke with a peculiar degree of ſatisſaction that ſhe had the 
{ſer 1 honour of waiting on Mr. Harley at ber own houſe. 


I She, like many others, had drank deep ſiom the cup of diſappointment, 
bat ſew have the fortitude to taſte its bitter draft with equal reſolution. 
On mentioning the want of judgment in Mr. Kyrle, with reſpect to his 
Will being properly expreſſed, thro' which neglect the eſtate was conveyed 
= into another ſamily, ſhe anſwered with an emotion of pleaſure 2s if ſhe 
„ then enjoyed it, © WE ARE NOT ALL BORN TO BE RICH.” 
As! ſtood ſmiling at the apathy with which ſhe held the Gilpenlations of 
fortune (receiving it as a nne leſſon for diſcontent), the again ſaid, YOU 
KNOW, SIR, WE ARE NOT.” 


XZ Being at Ross on Sunday the 20tk, I found ſhe 1 been ſeized with a 
ZEparaiytic ſtroke on Tueſday evening, the 14th, and died on Wednefday 
"1 the 15th, between eight and nine o'clock in the mortung. 


Some probably may look on the above note as trifling and enen 

5 I thought any circumſtance worth prelerving, connected with the 

1 | ow of 'The Man of Ro SS, INUTC us an as being the eldeſt relative 
Wt that time remaining. | EY 


curioſity, 


— — —— 


in chen hands, they would have permitted me to have made 
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curioſity, and pleaſant remark, in contraſting them wit! 
the manners of the preſent day. It has been but lately 
miſſing. Mr. Proſſer told me, he rather thought it was 
miſlaid among his mothers papers ; but ſhe denied any 
knowledge of it. It i is not improbable but that time may yet 
reſtore it. I muſt confeſs myſelf ſorry for the accident; 
— I have every reaſon to believe, both from Mrs. and 

Mr. Proſſers s polite behaviour to me, that had the book been 


ſuch extracts from it, as would have been deemed worth 
preſerving. But, as the Latin phraſe expreſſes it, Me cannot 
kave-all "things to our mind, or as we wish them. 


HIS MON UMEN'T 


IN ROSS CHURCH. 


| 3 © 


Mr. Pore has added the e Note to bis Lines “ on 
the Man of Ros: :— — 5 . 
| Ihe perſon here celebrated, who with 
a ſmall eſtate actually performed all theſe good works, 
and whoſe true name was. almoſt loſt (partly by the; title 
of the Man of Ross given him by way of eminence, and 
59 partly by being buried without ſo. much as an inſcription) 
„was called Mr. John Kyrle. He died in the year 1724. 
aged go, and lyes interred in the chancel of the church of 
Ross,, in Herefordſhire.“ 
After the line“ Will never mark the marble,” the MS. Rood thus 
„The Regiſter inrolls him with his Poor, © 
„Tells he was born, and dy'd, and tells no more. 


6 Juſt as he ought, he fill'd the Space between; 5 
Then ſtile to reſt unheeded and unſeen. 
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If I cannot confirm the aſſertion of Mr. Porr, that he 
was buried | h 


Without a monument, inſcription, None !" 


it was not till the year 1776 that a proper tribute of reſpe&t 


was paid to his memory; at which time, a Lady Carnoo 


left a ſum of money, chargeable on her eſtates,* now the 
property of Colonel Money, for that purpoſe: in conſe- 
quence of which, a very handſome monument was in that 
year erected, againſt the north wall of the chancel, the 
workmanſhip of Mr. Marſh, Statuary, in Briſtol. 


It is of a pyramidical form; the tablet of black, the 
upper part of beautiſul variegated, marble. At the top is 
a fine buſt, in relievo, of Mr. Kyrle; below it, three figures 
alſo in the ſame taſte, that on the leſt hand holding a cor- 
nucopia reverſed; which may be the ſymbol of Benevolence 
or Charity dispensing Plenty: at the bottom are his arms, with 


with the motto VIRTUTE ET FIDE.“ 
On the tablet is this ſimple Inſcription, in gilt letters : 


e 
MONUMENT. 
was Erected 
in Memory of, 
MR. JOHN KYRLE. 


commonly called 


The MAN of ROSS. 


* In the pariſh of Much Marcle, between Res: and Ledbury. 


PREFACE. 
Tie following InscrteT1ON-I copied from the Stone under whic|, 
the KyRLE family lie interred, in the chancel of Ross Church. 


Blue ſlaty ſtone. Arms at top. 
Vert, a chevron with 4 crescent, between three fleurs de lis, or. 
The Crest. A hedgchog.* 


Jon Kyrle, Esq. died November 7th, 1724, 


Aged 88. 
Vandernoot Kyrle, Esq died October 3, 1727, 
Aged 55. 
Robert Kyrle, Esq. died March 13, 1736, 
Aged 31. 


Mrs. Frances Kyrle, died February 9, 1744. 
Aged 67. 
Mr. Walter Kyrle, died January 14, 1775, 
. Aged 70 years. | 
Mrs. Elizabeth Weale, died 23d March, 1779, 
Aged 75 years. 


There are ſeveral other monuments in the Church worth 
notice; an account of which I intend to publith at a future 
day. The traveller, who wiſhes to view it, will meet 
with polite attention as well as information from Mr. De la 
Hay, whoſe civility to me I take this opportunity to ac- 
knowledge. 

* The Hrpotnos ſignifieth [in Heraldry] a man expert in gathering of 
ſubſtance, and one that providently layeth hold upon profered opportu- 


nity, and ſo © making hay” (as we ſay proverbially) © whilſt the ſun doth 


ſhine,” preventeth future want. 
GwiLLiM's HERALDRY. 


3 


8. 
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CONTINUANCE 


INTERESTING PARTICULARS 


RELATING TO THE 


- MAN OF ROSS,” 


COMMUNICATED TO C. HEATH, BY A PERSON NOW LIVING, 
WHO EKNEW HIM, 


AND NEVER BEFORE PUBLISHED, 


AMAA AM A 


AS Mrs. Paossxx was only ſixty-two years old when ſhe 
died, ſhe could not have had any personal knowledge of the 
Man of Ross; but it appeared to me probable, that ſome 
perſon remained in the Town, who might have known 
him. Mentioning my wiſhes to a few friends, with whom 

I was fitting in company, they kindly informed me, that 
ſeveral aged inhabitants had died, within the ſpace of 


»Ith the laſt four or five years, whoſe memories would have 
ure geratified my enquiries to their fulleſt extent; but that 
1cet they would ſend for the oldeſt man they thought capable 
ela of giving me any information, which was 
c- WILLIAM DOBBS, the CRYER, of ROSS, 

who came at their requeſt, and was introduced among us 
* Za venerable old man, bending under the weight of 
ortu- years; whoſe hoary head, and reſigned countenance to the 
doth 


: infirmities of Time, highly intereſted the heart in his 


9 favour. Finding, by converſation, his memory perfectly 
d collected, | 


„ — — — 
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collected, I engaged him in rendering explanations of 

— Mr. Porr's Lines on ** The Man of Ross,“ and every parti- 
cular circumſtance reſpecting Mr. KrsaLe, with which 
he had leaſt the knowledge; the whole of which Inform. 
ation is contained in the following pages. 


Let not the faſtidious taſte of my Reader mark with apathy 
the ſource from whence it is derived: I have read over 
the narrative to ſome friends, who had it in their power 
to correct many parts, but they all agreed in the general 
truths it contained. Therefore, as no other perſon has 
attempted ſo minutely to illuſtrate or explain the Panegyric, 
I hope it will impart a novelty, equally pleaſing as 
the circumstances are true. 


I do not think it particularly neceſſary to appropriate Mr. 
Popx's panegyric line by line, but will give the whole 
of Dosss's information, as I received it from his mouth, 
in a general detail, leaving the Reader to make what 
comment he pleaſes, and form his own opinion ; attach- 
ing to myself the fidelity of my report. 


CE ea ard. — 


William ſaid, he was then eighty-four, ſo that he was twelve 
years old when Mr. John Kirle died, and that he remem- 
bered him perfectly well. 


Examination and Comparison of the Portrait. 

BEING at the King's Head Inn, where the portrait 1 
placed, we walked up ſtairs to examine its reſemblance. 
William ſays, the eyes and noſe are much like the original, 

{66 | but 
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but the cheeks in the picture are not ſo full. Allo, that the 


wig he wore was a thort cut wig, buſhy behind, not fo full 
on the ſides as it is there repreſented. The parting of the 
bair at the top, and the mode in which he wore his cravat, 
are defcribed with exactneſs.” 


Stature and Dress, 
Mr. Kyrle was full 5 feet 10 inches, if not 6 ſeet, high ; 


| ſtrong and luſty made, jolly and ruddy in the face, with a 
large noſe. William confirms the aſſertion, reſpecting the 


plainneſs of his dreſs, which was a dark brown suit, all the 
| ſame colour. 


Employments and usual Method of spending las Time. 
Mr. Kyrle was a man that took little or no delight in 


what the world calls company. All his pleaſures feemed 
= centred in executing or promoting ſome preſent good or 


future advantage. Buying and planting young trees, lay- 
ing out walks, and ſuch parts of ornamental gardening, were 
the employments of his later years, to which Dobbs refers. 

And when his own eſtate did not claim his attention, Le 
J would aſk permiſſion to render ſervice, of a like kind, to his 


© neighbours. With a ſpade on his ſhoulder, and glaſs bottle 


of liquor in his hand, he ufed to walk from his houſe [now 


che King's Arms], to his fields, and back again, ſeveral times 


*. ot 


* 
*. 


every day; and was always aſſiſted by two or. three, and 


lometimes more workmen, according as circumſtances re- 


I have the authority of an Artist, who saw the Picture with me, whoſe 


judgment I can rely on- for aſſerting, That tho' there might be ſome ſmall 
ſhades of difference with reſpect to the fullneſs of the cheeks, and the 


faſhion of the wig; vet there is that cyaracter which which marks it 2s 
a likeneſs of the perſon ſor whom it was taken. 


quired 
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quired leſs or additional aid. I have ſeen him, he ſays, 
thus accoutred, and at work, an hundred times. | 


Relates the following AxEcDDOTE of Mr. KrrLr, and one 
of his Iabourers whoſe name was Rurrorp. [Says he was 
called mad Rufford, from his impetuous temper, and violent 
method of expreſſing himſelf when diſpleaſed.] 


Being out at work together, Rufford had finiſhed his 
bottle before the labour of the day was concluded, and 
wiſhed for another draft; which Mr. Kyrle obſerving, gave 
him his own to drink from. Rufford was a thirſty ſoul, and 
like the generality of his countrymen loved the juice of the 
apple; and when he got the liquor to his mouth, ſeemed 
very unwilling, from the ſwig he took at it, to part with it, 


till he came to the bottom; which being what his maſter | 


neither wiſhed nor expected, he began hallooing, and when he 
put it down, ſaid, ** Ods bud, Ods bud [his usual exclamation] 
Rufford, could not you hear?“ No, Sir, ſays Rufford, I 
could not hear at that time.” Soon after Mr. Kyrle took up 
the bottle, and began drinking from it, when Rufford, who 
was at work near, ſtepped before him, and began to make 


violent geſtures with his mouth, but did not utter a word. 


When Mr, Kyrle laid it down, he aſked Rufford, ** Why 
he did not halloo?“ ** So I did, Sir, replied Rufford, «: 
loud as I could.“ If you did, ſays Mr. Kyrle, IT did not hear 
you.” ** Sir, rejoins Rufford, did I not before tell you, 
That no man can hear when he is drinking.” 


WE EO Ä 22%: NES 


William: 
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William's mother kept a very large ſchool in a houſe 


® adjoining the churchyard in Ross, which Mr. Kyrle often 


viſited every week, for the purpoſe of enquiring what child- 


ren were objects of encouragement, and what of reproof; 


” thoſe who deſerved cenſure he would roar at [having a very 
© ſtrong and rough voice] and exclaim, ** Ods bud, ods bud, but 


he would mend them.” 


* Who hung with Woods, Sc.“ 

On the South ſide of the Church is laid down, thro' the 
[eſtate which belonged to Mr. Kyrle, a neat gravel path, 
which till retains the name of the perſon who formed it; 
and runs parallel with the courſe of the Wye. Towards 
the middle it is carried nearer to the edge of a rocky emi- 
ence, partially clothed with underwood, and ſhaded with 
beech and other timber in a thriving ſtate. The trees 
planted by Mr. Kyrle, which had grown to a very fine and 
large ſize, have ſince his death been cut down. 


At the extremity of the walk is placed a Summer Houſe, 
which affords an agreeable retreat, as well as a pleaſing view 
of the river and adjoining country. Over the door is a 
landſcape, from the right fide of which iſſues, out of the 
clouds, a man's hand (a whimſical idea), the fore-finger 
pointing to a wood oppoſite. A Latin inſcription (now de- 
faced) was added underneath, claiming the viſitor's attention 
to the hand who planted it. This painting was affixed by 
Mr. Newman, at that time a Surgeon in Ross, who rented 
the Summer Houle of the Proprietor. It appears going to 
decay; and is not open to public inſpection; but the Tra- 
veller will not regret his walk if he cannot enter it; 


eſpe- 
cially 


[ 
| 


* 


ctally i, like tire Writer, he calls to mind, that he treads a 
Pot of ground, the taste of 1 1 owner the Muse of Pors 
Has rendered immortal. 04 


It is in extent about a mile: and (what i is very pleaſant) 
white gates will conduct you thro it, without the aſſiſtance 
of enquiry. The fields form the farm of the Proprietor, 
Philip Jones, Esq. | 

This is the -only place to which the Poet's Lines can, 
with truth, be applied: becaufe the Hine woods on the left 
are, and were before Mr. Kirle's time, the property of ano- 
ther _— Nr. ee in a deſcriptive poem, ſtiles 


therti 
ay Pacrn Pen- ard O Woods,” 


2¹¹ . which their lofty ſituation and grand appearance 


_C defery es. 


0 IWhose Seats "the weary traveller repose?” 

There is only one seat now remaining in the Walks; the 
rest have been wilfully destroyed by looſe and idle peopl: 
in paſſing thro' the grounds. If accepted in any other 
ſenſe, —as Inns were not fo numerous as they are at preſent, 
it muſt allude to the kind reception, and hoſpitable entet- 
tainment, which his goodneſs of heart induced him to They 


the ſtranger who vilited Rofs. 


be Fro rom the dry rock who bade the waters fi? 


At the Weſt end of the churchyard is a field, encloſe: 


Oh th a brick wall. and called 
«THE PROSPECT,” 


"For its beautiful ſituat ion: from whence you enjoy a charm 
in; 
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Ing view of the country, and particularly: of the river, whictz _ 
Sneanders, both above and below the bridge, thro' meadows. 
pf the richeſt verdure. In the centre of, this field was, a. 
18 OUNTAI v, which ſupplied the near inhabitants with water; 
ba from its becoming a receptacle for the carcaſes of dead 
animals, it was afterwards diſuſed. William deſcribes it as 
Forming an oval of ſome extent, in proportion to its depth, 
Which was near 8 feet, the ſides ſecured with brick, and the 
an, bottom paved with fine ſquare ſtones. He does not remember 
left it when it was filled with water, but his father had often men- 
mo- * and deſcribed it to him. When a boy, he uſed to 

play at marbles in it, and at laſt they took the pavement 
away to rear the balls on, when they played at fives in the 
churchyard. It was filled up about three years ago, ſo that 


re its memory is preſerved only by tradition. 8 IN 
| ind © 
C The fountain was ſupplied with water by means of an 
. Peine, in Wye meadows, at a place called the Dock. 
*- THe 
cope [be Writer of this article has been informed, that the 


other Treaſon for ſuffering the ſountain to be neglected, originated 
efent, infthe frequent burſting of the pipes, in throwing up the 
ente. Water ſuch an amazing height, which occaſioned infinite 
"they trouble and expence to keep them in repair. A better and 
| more convenient method has ſince been adopted, for ſup- 
plying the town with this neceſſary comfort in life. 


lee! On the Weſt fide of the cloſe is placed a very bandſome 
ſun' dial, made by Sanders, on which is engraved Mr. 
Kyrle's arms,“ and without doubt placed there by him. 


charm * Which are as often without as with the C&ESCENT, 


On 
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On the North and South ſides are handſome gateways, both 

of which were ſurmounted alſo with his arms, but thoſe 

over the North door have either been taken down, or de- 

ſtroyed by the barbarous hands of ignorance; and under © 

them is carved the year in which they were erected, 1 700, "4 

Againſt the wall, at the N. W. corner, is the following ! 

| InsczerION, on a ſquare plate of copper, relating to the | 
| extent of the encloſure, and diſtance from places mentioned. 


| Anno Domini 1 700. 1 
YARDS, 

1 Once about this place, 10 feet from the wall, is 372 

2 A ſtatute or poſt mile, is - = 1760 

3 Five times about this place, is more than a mile by 100 

$- =: — 0 2 * * 

5 From Ross Church to Wxsrox Church, is — 4098 

6 Which make two miles and a quarter and — 138 

7 Eleven times about this place, is ſhort of WEs ros 


. | 2 5 6 
8 * * * 
9 From Ross Church to BxaweTon Church, by the 
Oxz Mitt, is 6 - 2760 | 
to Which make a mile and a half and «3, w"* "280 bl 
11 Seven times about this place, is ſhort of Br ame- « 
Tow Church - - - x96 2 
12 * 3 * „ 1 * 
At the bottom of the plate, on the left ſide, are Mr. je 
Kyrle's Arms; a and on the right ſide, a Cypher; between 
which is the laughable diſtich, | ha 
| © Trahit ud quemq. voluptas.” | th 
is 


Every one has his hobby-horſe.” 


« Whos? 


Whos? 
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Rose Causeway parts the Vale with Shady Rows? ” 
The communication of Hereford and Monmouth with 


f & Ross, and towns beyond it, being liable to obſtruction in 


time of floods, from the lowneſs of the road on the other 
: > fide of Wilton bridge, it became an object of public atten- 
tion to counteract their effects. Accordingly, Mr. Kyrle, 
"(whoſe mind ſeems ever awake to promote the public inte- 
reſt) procured a ſubſcription, and accompliſhed the purpoſe, 
by building a noble ſtone cauſeway ; ſo that the road is 
kept conſtantly open, except in caſes of very extraordinary 
freſhes, more than one or two of which probably happen 
in the memory of man; and as the cauſeway is only paſſable 
in caſes of neceſſity, it will long remain a monument of his 
zeal in promoting the intereſt and ſafety of the public at 
large. It is kept in repair by the commiſſioners of the 
turnpike roads. Mr. Kyrle planted a row of elms on each 
ſide of it, but ſince his death they have been cut down. 


* Who taught that Hear n- direcled Spire to rise? 

The Spire of Ross Church has been three times repaired 
in William's memory, twice thro' the accident of being 
blown down: and in 1790, to render it more ſecure. As 
the earlieſt misfortune happened about 1730, fix years after 
Mr. Kyrle's death, he cannot appropriate the Poet's allu- 
lion, unleſs a ſimilar fate attended it during Mr. Kyrle's life, 

which his public ſpirit cauſed to be restored to its former 
State. | 

It is neceſſary here further to remark on the FouxTain (as Mr. Porz 

has not explained, by any Note, the places to which his Lines allude), 


that the ground which it occupied, when viewed from the Wye meadows, 
is a ſoft ſandy rock, and perfectly reconcileable to his ideas. 


e The 


FE 
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The ELM. ſeems to have been the favourite tree with 
Mr, Kyrle, if we may judge from the preference he gave 
it in all his  plantations:; for wherever the stranger turns his 


eye, it will mark his choice; probably from the ſoil; being 
peculiarly calculated for its growth, The fine rows, on the 
East and West ſides of the church? * were planted by him, and 
are, as William, believes, tbe only trees, known to have been 
planted by him, Which the axe has ſuffered to remain. The 


14 4 239. 


other ſides were equally ornamented by his taſte, but have 
ſince been cut down. by ſucceeding Vicars. , Even in thoſe. 
rows which remain the number has been 5 les- 


sened. nor does « care ſeem to. be taken to reſtore. the loſs. 


Corps 8 field; above the turnpike leading: to the 


Foreſt of Dean, was planted round with Elms by him; but 
the axe, ſince his: death, viſited them "with" premeditated” 
intentions al e and laid their\honours 3 in the duſt. 


52 19981: =; 7: Sünde „ as! 
6s „ Buhold the Market Nace cath 9007 0 en real x 
With reſpect to Mr. 'Kyrle's alms, and weekly diſtribu- 


tion of chaxity, this ſeenis to be the Poets enlargement. 


As he ſaw ng company at home, and kept but few dome tic 

ſervants, the diſpenſations from his ow table muſt have been 
limitted. William ſays, if any poor ſolicited relief at his 
door, he might give. them . r but not that the 


161 36 


* The Spire of * Church, Fug view * at a 1 3 A moſl. ; 


beautiful and. pictureſque object; being, according to-the poet's idea, —— 
„ Bosom'd high in tufted trees,” 

and diſcernible for many miles round, We hope the AXE will here * 

go its accuſtomed depredations, and ſpare what is not only an ornament . 


to the place, but tis admiration of every man of taſte who viſits the Ti 


country =: 1 . 


hs | EE es | | Market- 


0 ah -* 


ne: 


d : 


* 


I noticed by any ad of Mr. Kyrles kindneſs? to which be 
& replied in the negative, excepting the inſtance of a looſe 
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Market-place was daily, or even weekly, filled with EN 
who founded their claim on his liberality. He thinks (and 
properly), that they were confined to what are deemed 
feastable times, fuch as Eaſter, ' Whitſuntide, Chriſtmas, and 
other grand feſtivals which our Church celebrates. 


He feeds you Alms-house.” 


The Alms-houſe was founded by the W eſtfalling family, 
near Ross. William ſays Mr. Kyrle took no notice of the 
endowment, or its poſſeſſore. We muſt therefore attribute 
the praiſe to wrong information, for my narrator would have 
known ſomething of ſuch benevolence if it had been ſhewn 
to the objects here mentioned. . 


1 enquired of William, — If, when a boy, he had been 


4-4 5 


copper coin, to buy him a GREG, or fruit in the ſeaſon, 


Since the earlier West v were printed off, A, centleman, 
informed me. who had ſeen the Pocket Book L mentioned as 
loſt, that among others, it contained memorandums of ſuch 
like benefadtions. | 


—_ 


«6 This man poseess 'd ke hundred pounds a year,” 1 | 


Mr. Kyrle' s eſtate was eſtimated at three hundred pounds | 
a year in 'his lifetime, as the Writer bath. been informed ; 
but if valued'7 as landed property i is now let, it would produce 
near a thouſand per annum. 


— — — — 


Having 
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Having appropriated the praiſe of Mr. Porz as far as William's 
knowledge and my own obſervations would enable me, 
I ſhall proceed to lay before the Reader, the particulars of 
Mr. KyzLE's death, and alſo of the family who ſucceeded 
to his eſtate. | 


—j— — 2 — — 


Mr, Kyrle's Death, Lying in State, and Burial, 

With a conſtitution naturally good, and a life paſſed 
in the regular enjoyment of pleaſures, drawn from the 
calmeſt, pureſt, and ſweeteſt ſource, we trace him to an 
extent of years, beyond the general lot of mankind. 


Mr. Kyrle lay ill about a fortnight before he died, but 


not with any particular viſitation of Providence; it was a 
gradual decay of Nature. 


Soon aſter his death was made public, the body lay in 
state, at his own houſe, for nine days. William thus deſcribes 
the ceremony. . The room appropriated for its reception 
was the parlour on the right hand ſide of what is now the 
kitchen ; which was hung with black, and lighted with wax. 
The corpſe was placed in the centre, covered with a black 
velvet paul, and at each end of the coffin was placed a mute; 
but no perfon was permitted to approach very near, or to 
lift up the paul, to ſee in what wood or ſubstance the body 
was encloſed. People came from all parts, both far and near, 
to view him lie in state, never having heard of or ſeen ſuch a 
ceremony before in their lives. He cannot juſtly call to 
mind in what manner his remains were conveyed to the 

| grave 
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grave, but believes on men's ſhoulders. Public reſpect con- 
tinued its attention to the very last moment; the church as 
well as the chancel being filled with ſpectators. William 
was preſent in the chancel, and heard the Service read over him, 
which was performed by the Rev. Dr. Morgan. Mr. Taylor 
was at that time the officiating Minister of Ross. 


Public opinion of his character after his death. 


On enquiry, if the inbabitants expreſſed their esteem, 
© by going into mourning, he obſerved, ** That the town did 
not manifest its regret, by any external mark, or change 
| 4 of drefs, but lamented in a general strain of ſorrow, ** that 
A « it would never again zee 50 good a man.” 


And what ! no Monument, Inscription, Stone ! * 
Mr. Kyrle being buried near the Altar, it was neceſſary 
F immediately to relay the pavement which had been taken 
up for his interment, on account of keeping the chancel in 
8 proper order againſt the time of adminiſtring the Sacrament. 
$ And as the preſent ſtone which covers his remains was not 
laid down till a year after his death, the Poet might be 

allowed, with reaſon, to expreſs his ſurpriſe at ſuch neglect 
of his memory, when his actions, while living, had been 
marked as an epitome of the moral virtues. RB 

| r. 


* Doubts are entertained reſpecting the truth or fallacy of this aſſertions 
Mr. De la Hay ſays, that Mr. Hardwick, his predeceſſor, informed him, 
the only monumental record to Mr. KyzLe's memory was a flat ſtone, 
with the initials of his name: that which at preſent covers his remains was 
laid down at the time his monument was erected. William, who was 
& preſent at the converſation, and whoſe great age [34] as well as having 

ſpent his life in Ross, intitles him to credit, perſiſted in his former decla- 


ration, 
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"Me. Vandetiioot Eyre. his heir and fucceſſor. came 
from 0 Iteland ; ind was called by tome brother, and by others 
eoitin, te the Man of Revs. He enjoyed. the estate but a few 
years, aud with Him died his Pe 


2201 10 LIFE 


Mr. V. Kyrle, in rtature was a Short way: -burlt man, . bore 
no resemblance in coundbhatce to hes relation.” 


8 Tal him Ne his eldest fon Robert, He lived ſin- 
. for ſome time, then went to; Bristo], where he married 
2nd. ſettled, and never aſter made Ross, his reſidence for a a 
longer time than a viſit. Whom, or what the lady's name ; ſi 
was, William never heard mentioned. 1 


8 4 
. 


— 


Mr. R. Ky rle was @ tall thin man, equally unlite as his 5 father to We 
the Man of Bi in fehilty resemblance. He cut off the dall o tle u 
eftate, and settled it on his Wife and Daughter, which Joe's its 
continu ing in the Jetty according to M. John Kyrle' Wil.” © 10: 


Mr. Walter Kyrle then became tenant to che bonks, but 8 
being a ſingle man, he let it to a neighbour, whom the/town 
familiarly called, Foe. Prosser, who kept a little fadler's-thop 
zdjoining on the left hand. Proſſer immediately converted 

ances ola te Nee, ae f Bog 


*s 8 


ration, which I have before mentioned. An opinion in favour of Mr. Hard- 
wick s information was declared by A FxiExd, becauſe the fharpneſs of the 
chiſel, and form of the letters, are convincing! marks that they are t the - 
date of very late . Fears. 1 bow with deference : to ſuperior qudgirent 

bit 1 ſhail juſt add, , that tho' there i is an appearance of uni br,L¹ A the” 
Inſcription, it ought not to lead to an actual deciſiom, becan ſe Mr. mes 


Proffer | [of the King's Head] cauſed to be en bis own ede the 
nume of Mrs. Flizabeth Weale. : : mit 73 1 ien 
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it into an Inn, and gave it the name of 
THE KING's ARMS, 


for which purpoſe it has ever ſince continued, with the 
memento, added by a ſucceeding landlord, 


„THE MAN OF ROSS's HOUSE.” 


| Profſer lived in it only four years; during which time Mr. 
7 Walter Kyrle boarded with him, and when he died married 
nis Widow. Mr. Walter Kyrle continued the Inn for ſome 


time aſter his marriage; but afterwards left it, and let it to 
Mr. James Wellington, and retired to live in Old Town 
ſtreet, where he ended his days, 


It is now occupied by Mr. DANIEL Georcs, from whom 
the Nobility, Gentry, and Travellers in general, will meet 


with reſpectful attention, and pleaſant accommodations. 


William confirms the assertion made to me by Mrs. 


ö Proſſer, That Mr. W. Kyrle was very like Mr. John 
> Kyrle, as well in perſon as in figure.“ 


As I have mentioned the Inn, I ſhall take the liberty to 


introduce ſome beautiful PoE, from a volume of Poems, 
written by Mr. CoLerivct of BrisToL, whole acquaintance 


I think it an happineſs to ſhare. 


I here take the opportunity to correct a x15sNOMER in page 15 of the 
Preface, where the Lady, who left the money for defraying the expence 


A of Mr. Kyrle's monument, is ſtiled Canxoo, inſtead of KN ol. but even 
Fo that {hould be DuyLix, becauſe ſhe died before her huſband had the dig- 


BZ nity of EARL of Kixovr conferred upon bim, on the authority of Colonel 
| ; Movey, 


. 
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. I N E. 8 
WAIT TEN | 
AT THE KING's ARMS, ROSS, 
5 : FORMERLY THE HOUSE OF 11 


« THE MAN OF ROSS.” 


R I CH E R than Mis over his countleſs hoards, 
Nobler than Kixes, or king-polluted Loxps, 
Here dwelt the Max or Ross! O Trav'ller hear! ? 
Departed Merit claims a reverent tear. 
Beneath this roof if thy cheer d moments pals, 
Fill to the good man's name one grateful glaſs : 
: To higher zeſt ſhall Mzm'xy wake thy ſoul, 
| And Viß ru mingle in th' ennobled bowl. 
But if like me, thro' life's diſtressful ſcene 
Lonely and fad thy pilgrimage hath been ; 
And if, thy breaſt with heart-ſick anguiſh fraught, 
Thou journeyeſt onward tempeſt-toſt in thought ; 
Here cheat thy cares! in generous viſions melt, 
And dream of Goodneſs, thou haſt never felt! 


The Reader will find the whole I the Collection deſerving his higheſt i 2 
opprobation. 5 


FLEE SES 


Part 
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Part of the garden belonging to the houſe, was converted 
into the preſent bowling-green by Mr. Walter Kyrle. The 5 
Man of Ross took great delight in horticulture, and kept 1 
his garden in great order. Had he been living (ſays my 
narrator, ſhaking his head), it never would have been made a 
bowling-green. 


On the West ſide of the Green is a handſome ſummer 
houſe, but fince the death of Mr. Kyrle little or no care has 


been taken of it, tho' it is uſed by the frequenters of the 
5 Green as a place of recreation. 


4 Miſs Elizabeth Kyrle, Mr. Vand. Kyrle's only daughter, 
4 married a Mr. Weale, a gentleman- farmer, in the neigh- 
1 bourhood of Ledbury ; and lies buried in the chancel of 
3 Ross church. Her name is inſerted on the stone with the 
reꝛt of her family. 


*« Desrarning Quacks with curses fled the place, 
6 And Vir ATToRN1Es, now an useless race,” 


Ihe Man of Ros bajng (in the language of Stkeſpeare) 
called to 


« That bourn from whence no traveller returns, 

the inhabitants, with the liberality of true patriots, have. 
Frecalled to their reſpecive reſidences the Sons of Law and 
4 and Puxsic, whom the Por in his anger had conſigned to 
i4 wanzshment ; who, deſpiſing the illiberal epithets attached to 
Arheir Profeſſion, as not applicable to their characters, add 
en ornament, as well as public good, to the many of the town 
of which they are now members. 


higheſt 


„6*“.::pͤ% MMM AM Mt 


f MR. KYRELE's- 
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NMR. KYRLE's HA ͤ  Y' 
Al curious a Rolique 3 is preſerv od | in Roſs, which4 is the clan Ft 
Mr. Kyrle ſat in, when he retired to his Summer-houſe. ö . 


At the time this place was rented by Mr. Newman, 4 
Benefit Club was eſtabliſhing at Mr. Taynton's, the Fountain, I 
in Ross; who, conſidering the members, in their corporate f. 
capacity, as employed in the ſame benevolent actions as its 
former owner, made a preſent of it to the ey; 


To attempt a deſcription yy far can the abilitie: 
of the writer; nor does he think any chair-maker could do 
it juſtice, unleſs he called ſome artiſt from, the ſhades of 
Weſtminſter Abbey, to aid his explanation. 


0 l 9 4 f 


Whether it wanted a cuſhion, to render the ſeat eaſy, 
or ſome other inducement, the gift wps not regarded! in the if 
moſt favourable light, for in a ſhort time aſter it was turned Wi 
out of the club-room, being conſidered as a piece of lumber, 
in which neglected ſtate it lay for ſome years, and was at laſt 
ordered to be burnt, The merciful sentence was not carried into 


execution; and I record with pleaſure the zealous exertion: | 
of Mr. Jokn Taynton and Mr. Fokn Sharman, ſtewards of the E 
club, who undertook the taſk of counſellors, in order to 

liberate this precious remain from durance vile. They ſuc- 
ceeded in their efforts; and in addition to its enlargement, | 
it was ordered to be reſtored to its former lituation, and to 1 
be clothed in a manner ſuitable to receive the Preſident of ; 
the Society. It was accordingly put under the hands of the 
painter, who foon concealed the ravages which time had 
made, 
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made, by iny eſting its ſturdy oak body with a fine sy-blue 

cat; and to bespeak the purpoſes for which it was intended, 
air the cabinet-maker formed a creſcent, or oircular moulding, 


or the top, on which has been painted 
| " ROSS FRIENDLY SOCIETY.” 


It now occupies the upper end of a ſpacious club room, in 
ain, Mr. 'Iaynton's houſe, and is claimed by the Prefident as his 
ate ſeat, during the hours of meeting. 1 

its ; | | 


It ſtands 5 feet 2 inches high, the pinnacle included, and 

Wis 2 feet 9 inches broad. It is worthy the traveller's notice, 
tie: as a curious ſpecimen of the ſurniture of that day ; ; and I 
do Wave Mr. TAYN'TON's permiſſion to ſay, that it is open | 
5 oO: for the inſpection of ſuch perſons as  chuſe to view it. 


722 5 Ft 
i 


1 he following are the Bills paid for fitting up the Chair, in 
| a manner ſuitable for the Preſident of the Society. 
bf From the Club Book. 
T ned 


Aber i 782, Paid John Buckman for repairing the J. s. d. 


: laſt Man of Ross's W for the Preſident to 
| 9 
into 


-aſy, 
1 the 


ſit in, = = = - % 10 6 


ovember 9, 1789, Paid George Dakine, for 


57 2 repairing, painting, and gilding, the Preſi- 
1100 4 dent's Chair. — „ 9 
dae. 3 ebruary 1, 1790, Paid George Dakins, for 

et work done to the Preſident's Chair, - - 0 oe 3 
3 larch 4, Paid Thomas Walwyn, for painting 

of ö the Pre ſident's Chair, - 2 0 
: May 16, 1796, Paid Thomas Walwyn, for do. o 29 
of the ; 3 f f | 

” had f Paid William Hill, for lettering do. © 2 0 


made, 
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IT is uſual with the writers of biographical narrative, to 
precede the account of the perſon they celebrate, with a 
pedigree of the family ; but as my endeavours to procure 
it, for the early part of the work, were ineffectual, the 
Reader muſt be pleaſed to accept it here—and tho' 
{hort, it is the beſt I can at preſent obtain. 


_ 
NE CI wr rug 


* 


— — 


OHN KYRLE, the far-famed MAN of ROSS, was a 

deſcendant of an ancient and opulent family in Here- 
ford{hire. The principal eſtates of his anceſtors, and their 
chief places of reſidence, were in the neighbourhood of 
Ross. 1 

He was the ſon of Walter Kyrle, Eſq. a barriſter, and 
a magiſtrate of the county, who died in the year 1650. 


ms. a Rid ws; .:. a 


His mother was Alice, daughter of, and ſole heir to, A 
Jobn Mallet, Eſq. of Berkley, in the county of Glocester. 3 
She had been before ſucceſſively married first, to Walter 'B 

| Carwardine, of - -, in Herefordſhire, barriſter at law;— 7 
Secondly, to Giles Wyntour, Eſq. of Coleſord, in the county 
of Gloceſter,—by neither of whom had ſhe iſſue. 3 


Tur Man or Ross was born at Wuirgousz, in the 4 
pariſh of Dyxocs, and county of Hereford, in the yea: 
1037 : he ſerved the office of Sheriff for the county in 1683; 
died at his houſe in Roſs, 1724: and lies buried in the 
chancel of Ross church. 5 
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He was never married. Had only one brother;---who 
ſurvived him,---and with whom the family name in Here- 
ford{hire is extinct. 


The god-like purpoſes to which the life and fortune of 
this eminently good man were devoted, and in which the 
predominant caſt of his character is diſplayed, are particu- 
lariſed with even hiſtoric fidelity, by our favourite poet, 
whoſe lines are inſerted and elucidated in the foregoing 
pages; which bid de fiance to additional eulogy. 


WALFORD. 


A RESIDENCE OF THE KYRLE FAMILY. 


& A LITTLE below Goodrich Caſtle, on the oppoſite 


bank of the river, ſtands the pariſh church of WarLroro. 
It is ſituated in a beautiful and fertile plain; bounded on 
the W. and S. W. by the Wye; on the E. and N. E. by a 
ridge of high land; moſt agreeably diverſified, from one 


_ extremity to the other, by little encloſures of wood, or- 


charding, and corn fields; and terminating in the ſolemn 
majeſtic umbrage of Prxvz RD, 


An aiſle, or wing, of the Church, is ſtill diſtinguiſhed 


5 by the name of Kyrle's Chapel, and was undoubtedly a place 
ef worlhip, erected by and appropriated to the uſe of that 
7 ſamily ; betore the parochial church had any exiſtence. 


THE 
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THE COURT HOUSE, 


(As it is called) in this pariſh, -an ancient, ſpacious, and 
venerable manhon—was formerly the reſidence of ſeveral of 
the Kyrle family, relatives of John Kyrle, Eſq. the Man of 
Roſs; particularly of James Kyrle, Eſq. his Uncle; and of a 
Colonel Kyrle, a diſtinguiſhed military character in the wars 
of Charles and Cromwell. | | 


It is at preſent the property of Mrs. JANE CLARKE, of 
the HILL, near Roſs, ſole ſurvivor of the ancient reſpectable 
family of that name: A Lady lineally related to the Man f , 
Ross, and not leſs admired for kindred virtues. © . 


The manſion is now occupied as a farm houſe, by Mr. 
ELTon, a very reſpectable character, who rents the estate 
of the above mentioned Lady. 


- Wo; N n 
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PALE PRI cc 


{> For this communication of the Pedigree of Mr. J. 
Kyrle, and Account of Walford, I am indebted to the kindneſs , 
of a Gentleman, whoſe name I am not at liberty to diſcloſe. 
He will accept my thanks for the favor, which I lincerely 
acknowledge, b . 


IF 


————— "Fm 


MARCLE. 
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MARCLE, 


| 

3 BETWEEN ROSS AND LEDBURY, 

f ANOTHEK RESIDENCE OF THE KYRLE FAMILY. 

£4 5 

42 A VOLUME of Letters, publiſhed by the Rev. James 
3 Dallaway, a few years ago, contained the benin obſery- 

of ation, in the Preface : 

le « Mrs. BARBARA SavnDys, to whom theſe Letters are 


** addreſſed, was a daughter and co-heir of Sir Vilam Kyrle, 
90 Governor of South Carolina. This family, originally from 
E «© Flanders, obtained a ſettlement in the county of Hereford 
during the reign of King Henry the Seventh, and changed 
their paternal name from CxiLtts to KykiE. They 
claim John Kyrle, Eſq. the far-famed Man of Roß. Mrs. 
Barbara Kyrle was born in 1685.“ 


f In conſequence of this information, I took the liberty 
1 of waiting on Colonel Mower, at Hom House, the preſent 
5 poſſeſſor of Sir John Kyrle's eſtates, in that neighbourhood, by 
hom I was received with the utmost kindneſs and hoſpitality, 
as tho' I came to confer a favor on his family, inſtead of 


oſe. . 1 
rely ſoliciting one in my own perſon. Unfortunately the pe- 
ex digree of the Kyrle family was at his ſeat at Clifton, but 


he promiſed to ſend it me the firſt time he went there. 
CHURCH 


* £ 
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. In addition to the civilities conferred at How Hovuse, Mr. Mod was 
pfleaſed to gratify me with a ſight of one of the greateſt curioſities of the 
Wk ind in the kingdom. This was 2 Pedigree of all the Ein of England, 


row 


CLE. 
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CHURCH NOTES FOR MARCLE. 


The Church of Marcle (or, as it is called, Much-Marcle) 
occupies a gentle eminence in the midst of ſome rich mea- 
dow ground, and-is one of the finest, as well as most ſpa- 
cious, religious edifices in this part of the country. 


It conſists of two ifles, beſides the nave, which are di- 
vided by handſome pillars, and meaſures from E. to W. 


50 yards, 


On the N. fide of the chancel, encloſed with iron rails, is 
a ſmall chapel of the Kyrle family. Within is a ſuperb altar 
monument, to perpetuate the memories of Six John Kyrle, 


from the time of Adam down to Richard the Third. It is executed on 2 
roll of vellum, ſeveral yards in length, and about two ſeet wide. All the 
- heads of the different ſovereigns, as well as their iſſue, ſeem to have been 
taken from actual likeneſſes, if we might judge from the prints which are 
handed down to us; and what adds ſo much to its value is, the fairneſs of 
the hand, tho' very ſmall, in which the hiſtorical parts are written, as well 
as its being in Engliſh. The time in which the ſeveral principal cities, 
ſuch as London, &c. were firſt founded, is marked by a drawing of each 


place in the king's reign ; and no doubt but that they are ſet down with 3 
accuracy. Every part of it, except about a foot, which has ſuſtained an in- 


jury from the damp, is in the fineſt preſervation; and to render its exa- 
mination perſectly eaſy, it is placed on an oak board, about a yard and 


an half long, with rollers at each end, which let down and wind up, as 
you go over it, When I contemplated its extent, the variety of hiſtorical 
matter it embraced, the neatneſs of the illuminations, and the ſmallneſs 
of the hand in which it is written, —it appeared, to me, a taſk beyond the 


the hope of human attainment, 


It was executed in a Religious Houſe, at Warwick, and from thence | # 
deſcended to the preſent owner. Mr. Money told me, he had refuſed the 
offer of three hundred guineas for it. In the language of virtu, I conſider 


it (taken altogether) as vux1quE—and above all value! 


Batt 


. G-.-. a. an a 
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Bart. of Hom Houſe, and his Lady, This family received 
e) the honour of a baronetage from His Majeſty King Charles 


-a- the First, in the year 1627, being the ſecond year of his 
mY 7 reign. 

On a fine flab of black marble reſt their effigies at full 
Is length, moſt beautifully executed in white marble, with 
W. taſſelled cuſhions under their heads, and the addition of a 


canopy to that of the Lady's. At Sir John's feet is placed 
the family creſt, a hedgehog ; and round the baſe on which it 
s, 15 M ſtands, their motto. Nil moror iclus,” —literally, Delay not the 
tar AF $troke, —but figuratively applied to the properties of the 
Frle, animal, as mentioned in the note at page 16. At the feet 
= of the lady, out of a baſon, iſſue erect the claws of a lion. 


on 2 

po | They are both ſuperbly habited in the dreſs of the times 
h are in which they lived. Sir John, with his fine ruff and flow- 
eſs of * ing beard—his ſcarf richly ornamented with fleurs de lis. 
N His conſort, in a full quill'd ruff, and other paraphernalia 
reach 2 of that day. 

a with 

an in- At each end and fide of the monument are the arms, as 
au lo thoſe of his relatives, particularly the Scudamores [gules, 
rd an 


Fhree stirrups with leathers, or]; and round the exergue this 
INSCRIPTION: 
1allneſs k 


ond the if {+ Placide ſubtus conſopiuntur Johannes Kyrle, 
Baronetus hujus Hereſordiæ Comitatus, iterum Vicecomes, 
et Sibylla uxor chariſſima, 

10 Irrupta hos ad annos 44or tenuit copula: nec malis 
Diuulſus querimoniis, ſupremo citius ceſſerat amor die.” 


up, 4 


ny 3 


1 thence il 
uſed the 
confidet 


Bait. 
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| TRANSLATION: -.. 

© Underneath fleep i in peace Sir John Kvrle, Baronet, and Sheriff of the 

«© County of Hereford; and his valued Wife, Siybl : they lived together 

«+ forty-fout years in _uninterrupted harmony, —or without misfortune, 

His deſire to preſerve peace—or to prevent litigation—will cauſe his 
© memory to be for ever beloved and reipected.” 


The whole is a8 perfect and freſh, as on the day it was 
first laid down, except the nails on the hands, which might | : 
have been DAI in bringing the monument to Marcle. Y 
Againſt the North wall of the Sl and near the reading 

deſk: 


1 

* 
® is 

„ 8 ef 


A mural monument, free-ſtone painted to imitate mar- 
ble, encloſing a blue ſlaty ſtone, with gilt moulding. On 
it is engraved a lady at prayer,. a book and deik before her; 
with a ſcroll iſſuing from her mouth, and this ſentence : 


Sol Christ. mihi solo 1 Tul.“ 
[A kind of play upon Monkith words.] Chriit is the Sun to me—my 
health is in the Sun, | 
Or, —Chriſt is my Sun and my Salvation, 


Underneath is the following IxscR rox: 


* 


b 


Memoriz ſacru: non fine lachrymis ſtructu, lectiſſimæ 


* 


a dilectiſſimæq: Elizabethæ Stephani Poughton, regali in 
{* xde pro decani fideliſſimæ conſorti Jahan: Cyrill, 
++ civitatis Herefordie ſenatoris filiæ hætedi: quæ cu: pie- 
tatis poti: charitatis tolerentiæ et virtutii: omniu quam 
vitæ curſu: per 46 annos diu multumq: valetudinariz, 
conſeciſſet; magnu: ſin deſideriu ſuis relinquens tande: 
paraliſi ſublata eſt die 19 menſis Junii, Ao. Di. 1623, 
fl 


mortalis exuviæ in ſpem futuræ reſur rectionis hic infra 
0 collocantur. . * 


„ 
« In! 


nal- 


ner; 


* 


In. memoria #terna erit juſtus : 
non timebit.“ 
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TRANSLATION. 


ab auditione 'mala 


Sacred to 5 the memory (but erected with many tears) of the valued and 
dearly-beloved Elizabeth Stephen Boughton, daughter and heireſs to 


the ROY AL. HOUSE” 


«© The juſt will live for ever 
Psalm 111. C. 


of the Deau, faithful contort of Join CrriLL, 
citizen of M3: elord, and Member of Parliament, 


Polſeſling Religion 
and Charity, ſhe ſpent a life of long and ſevere illneſs with wonderful 
patience and virtue, for forty-ſix years: At length ſhe died of a palſy, 
the nineteenth day of June, 1623, reliening the care of her earthly 
part to her friends, which are placed here below, in the hope of a future 
reſurrection,” 


: he will, not be afraid of any evil report.“ 


{= The above are the only Monuments in Marcus 


hurch relative to the Kr RLE E family. 


vw Fs 


—. 


3 this monument. 'a little to the right hand. 


whole length recumbent female figure, in the dieis. of 


f A Religious, holding her beads. 


What Lady Audley 6 . 


Ins the chancel are ſome monuments of the Walwyn and 


ner families. 


© ' North tsle of the Church. 


- 
> { * * 


* 


They call fer Lady Audley. 


In the middle. Iwo whole tength recumbent figutes, 
ved in tone) male and ſemale; hands in tlie attitude of 


aver," zouſhion under the lady”s head at the man's, | 


it of a broken cannon . a lion at his leet. Very ancient, but; 


tion. 


vg hey call this a Lord Mortimer. 


Site perfed; kind at conical hood over his head. No in- 


* What Ford 


a timer? 1 ihe 1 ord: of WI 21gmore: fainily? * y 


— 


2 


. 


Ban 
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Under the South window, oppoſite the Reading Deſk. 


A'whole length recumbent figure (carved in wood), 2 
cuſhion under his head, and a dog at his feet hands in the 


attitude of prayer and 'crofs-legged. Sir Fokn Hellyn, of 


Helyy—now Mr. Walwyn. 


Among the liſt of benefactors to the poor of Marcle, are 
the following names of the Kyrle family : 

Mrs. Elizabeth Kyrle, - "os 

Lady Kyrle, = 2 


The 


I cannot leave Marcle without mentioning the following circumſtance. 


At a time when the generality of perfons of fortune were resorting to 
watering places, and other faſhionable regions, the Young Ladies of Hou 
Hovsr, conſidering the neglected manner in which the children of the 
poor in country villages paſs the Sabbath,—with a benevolence worthy the 
relatives of the K XIE FamnLy, | and without any OTHER monitor than the 
goodneſs of their own hearts, had invited all the children in the pariſh of 
MarcLz, who choſe to attend, to form a SUNDAY SCHOOL. 
But what gives fo much hope of the Inſtitution being in the higheſt degree 
beneficial in its conſequences is, that inſtead of intruſting the care of the 
Children to ſome helpleſs perſon from motives of charity, the Mis; 
Mon vs act as GoveRNEsSSES IN THEIR OWN PERSON. 


I thought myſelf. particularly fortunate in having fixed upon this day 


for my viſit, not only becauſe it was the firſt time theſe bloſſoms of 2 


future generation were aſſembled,” but that it afforded me an opportunity 
of hearing one of the fineſt diſcourſes, by the Rev. Mr. Rozezrs, the 
Rector of Matcle, ever delivered from the pulpit, who took his text from 
our Saviour's reptvof” of his ' Hifciples—* Suffer little children to come 
unto me; in which he inforced, with all the powers bf reaſon and philo- 
ſophy, the advantages reſulting to a community from training the' minds 
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The Great Bell in Poss church was given to it by Six 
John Kyrle, of Marcle ; and bears this remembrance, 
Lam the gift of Sir Join HMrle.“? 
In the courſe of ſome years this Bell received an injury, and 


was re-caſted, but care was taken to preſerve the memory 
of the donor, which it ſtill retains. 


The Small Pell was obtained by a Subſcription. among 
the young men and women of Ross ; and to mark the ſource 
from whence it was derived, it bears this legend, 

« T he Boys geve the Bell, and the Maids the Clapper :” 
a benefaction towards which other females than thoſe of Ross 


might have contributed, without their ſpeech ſuffering any 
very material injury. 


youth in the paths of our holy religion; and impreſſing them with the 
happineſs flowing from a life in the practice of piety and virtue, 


Any comment from me would leſſen, rather than increaſe, the merits 
of this moſt poliſhed ſermon. 


The Children meet two hours before Service, both morning and after- 


noon, in a neat room adjoining the chancel, and are conducted to Church 
dy their Patrons, who ſpend the whole of the time, devoted to inſtruction, 
in hearing them read, and in other ſuitable attentions, 


— OP EA — 


MR. SCOTT; 


— 
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Mr. SCOTT ''s Charity. 


ROSS. 


IM. WarLrTER Scorr, the fon of John Scott a joiner by 
trade, was a native of the town of Ross, but went to London 
at the age of 13 or thereabouts, where by his trade as a 
Plaisterer he acquired a very handſome fortune. 


Curioſity, towards the cloſe of his life, prompted him 
to viſit the place of his birth, which he had never yet 
ſeen from the time he firſt leſt it. When there, he directed 
his enquiry to the ſtate of a Blue Coat School in the town, 
at which, when a boy, he received all his acquirements, 
under a maſter whoſe name was John Blunt. The ſitua- 
tion of this Charity was the reverſe of what he wiſhed ; but 
with the liberality of a generous mind that remembered the 
obligations it owed the inſtitution, declared, there should be a 
better Blue School in Ross than ever yet had been. 1his aſſertion 
was made to my informant in the preſence of Mr. Newman 
whom I have before noticed, —but he did not expreſs the 
extent of his intentions. | 


He kept his promiſe, in a pecuniary point of view; for 
at his death, which happened the 4th of December 1786, 


when his Will was made public, it was found he had be- | 
queathed the intereſt of six thousand pounds, chargable on his 
eſtate Þ 


- 2 A v wm — 
— Py 1 > 2 F A 
* « = 12 \ 3 8 " , k 3 
_ 2 2 "8 IS 3 8 La 1 2 9 = 
— E Very . 0 vide 1 


. bv 2 + 2 FT 
5 22 aa 


ws. - 
= 
* 
1 
* 
5 : 
hs 
2 
4 
$47 
4 E : 
1 
* 
3 
3 
Xx. 
L 2 
2 7 
5 5 
"2 
* 


PREFACE, 
eſiate for ever, for the endowing, cloathing, and educating, 
thirty boys and twenty girls. 


Poſſeſſing, as I do, many kind and valuable friends in 
Ross, it is not for me to decide on the cauſes which at pre- 
ſent ſuſpend the Founder's intentions from being carried 
to their full extent :—Like all other friends to the inſtitu- 
tion, I can only wiſh that time may ſoften ſubſiſting aſpe- 
rities; and that generations to come will * lise the name of 
ScorT,” with an equal gratitude as before of KyrLE. 


A handſome ſchool houſe has been eredted; and on the 


day it was began, a public proceſſion of the inhabitants was 
made through the town, preceded by a band of muſic, to 
: honour the laying of the firſt ſtone; and for its proſperity 
all hearts ſeemed to join in one general joy. Pity it is that 
4 an object. which promiſed ſuch public good at its birth, 

{ould in its progreſs be clouded by the beams of diſſention. 


At the Weſt end on the North ſide of the churchyard, 


A lis a plain ſtone monument, crowned with an urn, and 


Fenclofed with iron rails, to perpeninte his memory, which 
bears the following InsCrieTION : | 


To the Memory of 
MR. WALTEK SCOTT, 
Citizen and Plaiſterer, 
of London, the Principal 
Benefactor to the 
: Charity School of this 
| Pariſh. He died Dec. 4th, 
1786, aged 70. 


Go and du thou likewiſe. | 
Great 


— 4 
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Great events are often produced from trifling causes. —and 
in none do they ſhine more conſpicuous than in the 
following : 


Mr. Walter Scott, like many other boys, had taken ſome 
pears from a garden, without thinking it a crime in ſo doing. 
Being ſeen eating of them in the town, by a man who 
gueſs'd from whence they came, was told by him, that he 
would be hanged if found out. Not wiſhing to be troubled with 
a line, he inſtantly left ROSS and went to LON DON; 
where, by honeſt and well-directed application, he acquired 
a handſome fortune, which enabled him to endow the Cha- 
rity that bears his name. 


Similar was the cauſe, and the effect it produced, with 
regard to Mr. Jones, the Founder of Monmouth charity. 


He was a native of New-Land in Gloceſterſhire, —and 
came a pot-boy to an Inn, at Monmouth, which place he 
left ſoon after for a trifling misdemeanor, and went to Lon- 
don. Here he ſoon got hired, in a low capacity, to 2 
merchant ; but in a courſe of years, when his maſter de- 


th 


clined trade; he ſucceeded to the buſineſs became himſelf Mas 


a Hamburgh merchant, and acquired a very large fortune. ic; 
At the latter part of his life he paid a viſit to New-Land, in wi 
the diſguiſe of a pauper, and ſolicited relief from the pariſh. Hof 
This was denied him,—and bid to go to Monmouth. He went 
accordingly, and received the aſſiſtance he requeſted. In 
conſequence of this kindneſs, he founded and endowed 3 | 
Free-ſchool, Lectureſhip, and Alms-houſes, which will long 
remain the monuments of his benevolence, and regard po 


for the intereſts of ſociety. the 
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PREFACE; 


— 


| OODRICH Church is ſituated nearly on the brow 

of an eminence; and, when viewed from any of the 

ſurrounding heigths, its light and talty ſpire Ting from 

among ſome fine trees, gives the whole an elegant and 
pictureſque appearance. 


The CasTLE being an ancient Barony, the Rranger will 


naturally expect to meet with ſome rich monumental re- 
mains, but in this he will be diſappointed. 


The Church conſiſts of one iſle on the N. fide, beſides 
the nave; and the whole being neatly and uniformly pewed, 
as allo its walls and roof very clean with white-wath, pre- 
lents to the mind a decorous attention in thoſe intruſted 
with its care, in the higheſt degree laudable and worthy 
of imitation. 


The body of the Church was formerly divided from the 
Chancel, by a wainſcoat partition; on the parneis of which 
were painted a variety of animals and other figures, and the 
polts very curioufly carved : but this was taken down when 
the Church was new pewed. 


1 > Tha 
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The chancels are diſtinguiſhed by the names of the Pa- 
rich and the Bishop's chancels: in the former is placed the 
Communion Table. Ihe Biſhop of Hereford enjoying the, 
Great Iythes of this living, he keeps the other fide in re- 
pair at his own charge. The fine painted glaſs, which once | 
ornamented theſe windows, is nearly deſtroyed, and all the 
armorial bearings which remain are in the left window ; 
the one represents the TALBOT family [gules, a lion 
rampant, with a border ingrailed, or]; to whom the other 
belongs I cannot aſcertain, unleſs to the Vaughan's, who 
lie interred underneath. 


As you ſtand to view this window, thoſe on the right hand 
belong (as J think) to the latter; the former, on the left, 4 
are very eaſily underſtood, though quartered with another 13 
family. | 5 


At the Communion rails is an altar tomb, but without 
inſcription. Suppoſed the ſepulture of ſome proprietor or 
reſident at the Castle, but it is mere conjecture: probably 
the Gothic arches repreſented on the S. fide of it, might WM 
give birth to an idea of its antiquity. The pavement around 3 | 
being quite looſe and in holes, within the rails it has been 43 
relaid ; but the Rev. Mr. Williams has taken care to pre- 4 
ſerve the inſcriptions to the memory of thofe who lie 
underneath, 4 


Againſt the N. wall of the church is a very handſome 4 n 
monument to the memory of Mr. George White, of New- * 
Wear, formerly proprietor of the Iron-works, now carried 


on at that place by William Partridge, Eſq. of Goodrich, E 
whoſe 
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a- | whoſe houſe adjoins the Weſt end of this church-yard. 


he lt bears the following InscrieTion : 

15 To the Memory of 

nce MR. GEORGE WHITE, 

the i late of New-Wear, in the County of Hereford, 
W; who died the 17th of May, 1765. 

jon ; | Alſo of his Siſter, 

ther I MRS. MARY WHITE, 

who 8 who died the 23d of December, 1763. 


This Monument was erected by his only Daughter, 
Elizabeth, Wife of John Osborne, 


1and of MW 1 underedge, in the County of Glocester, Eſq. 
4 

left, Wl xx The above is the cnly mural monument in the church, 

)thel i 


Under the E. windows, on the outſide, lie the Dangerficld 
ębamily. formerly Vicars of this pariſh; alſo of R. Bethell, 
Eſq. of Hereford, relatives of Mrs. Williams, whoſe huſhand, 
Wee Rev. Henry Williams, is the preſent Vicar. 


thou ; 
OT or | 


baby Before the South entrance, are a range of flat ſtones, 
might : 


4 or the anceſtors of Mr. 'Thomas Weare, of Giddis, —at 
round Frhoſe board the Writer has ſhared its hoſpitalities, 


; been 
pre- At the E. end of the churchyard is a curious ſtone ſeat, 
8 ſeet long by 4 feet high, with arms at each end; erected 


Probably with the view of ſocial pleaſure in the ſummer 
Fcaſon ; round which are ſtanding ſome fine elm trees; and 
dſome 3 n the front of it is engraved, 


f New- 7 I | Ex ͤDono 
carried "I L-$00-Þ. 1.1 
odrich, | 4719. 


wh o . ; The 
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The Clerk believes it to be the initials of Thomas Fones, who 
at that time poſſeſſed the living. 


But what particularly marks Goopricn, next to its fine 
Cactle, is, that it was the birth-place and reſidence of the 
anceſtors of Swift, the celebrated Dean of St. Patrick's, Dublin. 


1o many of my readers this no doubt is well known :— 


but as others may not be fo well acquainted with it, I thal! 
here inſert it for their information; as I conſider it con- 
nected with my ſubject. 


ANECDOTES 


OF--THE-. 


SWIFT FAMETLY. 


Tus family of the Swirrs was ancient in Yorkshire, From : 
them deſcended a noted perſon, Bernam Swift, Eſq. other- 1 
wiſe called Cavaliero Swift, a gentleman of great wit and 
humour, who, in the reign of King James I. poſſeſſed the 
paternal eſtate, and was, the 2oth of March 1627, by King 
Charles I. created a peer of Ireland, by the title of Id. Viſcourh 
Carlingford, tho' it is ſaid he never went into that Kingdom 
He died without male iſſue; and the family inheritance den 
icended to the daughters; one of whom married Rober 


(le 


Fielding, commonly called Jand;ome FIELDIN , and th 
otic 
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other the Earl of Eglinton. Fielding ſoon diff ipated h his wife's 


mo patrimony ; and that of her blier being transferred to the 
family of Lord Eglinton, the principal eſtate of the Swiſts 
ine vas. divided from the name for ever. MY 
8 One of the younger branches from the ſame ſtem, was 
Sir Edward Swift, who diſtinguiſhed himſelf by his attach- 
:— ment to the royal cauſe, in the war between Ring Charles I. 
hal! Wand his parliament, from whom there is no deſcendent of 
on che name. 5 | 6 $44,057 496.1 Fl 
Another of 72 younger 3 was the Rev. Mr. 
Thomas Swift, vicar of Goodrich, Her efordſhire, with which 
| ; "a alſo beld angther eccleſiaſtical living. F 
His father William Swift, rector of St Waser in 
Canterbury, married the heireſs of Philpot; who contrived 
3 o keep her eſtate, which was very conſiderable, ii her own 
1 Pands. She is ſaid to haye been extremely capricious and 
! Þ|-ratured, and to have dif nherited her fon Thomas, an only 
4 hild, merely for robbing an orchard | when he was a boy. 
4 zut however this be, it is certain, that except : a church or 
From BWhapter leaſe, which was not renewed, T homas never r poſ- 
other ed more than 1001. a- year. 
it and This little eſlate, which lay at Goodrich, in Hereford- 
ed bo ire, he mortgaged | for . 300 broad pieces; and having quil- 
N King them into his. waiſtcoat;. he ſet out for Ragland caſtle, 
court hither King Charles J. had retized after the battle of Naſeby, 
dom, 1645. The governor, Who well knew him, aſked what 
* de Fas his errand?! „I am come;” ſaid Swift, „to give his 
Kober 


Welty my coat ”at the ſame _pulling.it off, and preſenting 


i it. 
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it. The SEND told him pleaſantly, that his coat wa: 


worth little. Why then,” ſaid Swift, take my waiſtcoat. ; 
This was ſoon found to be an uſeful garment by its weight; 

and it is remarked by Lord Clarendon, that the King received 
no ſupply more ſeaſonable or acceptable than theſe; zoo 
broad pieces during the whole war, his diſtreſs. being then 
very great, and his reſources cut off. The zeal and activity 


of this gentleman for the royal cauſe, expoſed him to much | 
danger, and many ſufferings. He was plundered more than 


thirty times by the parliament's army, and was ejected from 


his churh-livings ; his eſtate was fequeſtered, and he was 
himſelf thrown into priſon. His eſtate, however, v was after- Þ 
wards recovered, and part of it ſold to pay the money on the 
mortgage, and ſome other debts; the remainder, being about | 
one half, deſcended to his heir, and was poſſeſſed by his 


great-grandſon, Deane Swiſt, Eſq. 


Mr. Thomas Swift died in the year 1658, and in the 
63d year of his age. His body lies under the altar at Good- 
rich, with a ſhort inſcription.“ He died about two years be- : 
fore the return of K. Charles IT. who, by the recommendation 4 
of ſome Nite, had promiſed, if ever God ſhould reſtor: ; 


* As before noticed, the Rev. Mr. Williams took care to preſerve the 


Inſcriptions on the ſtones which had fallen to decay within the Communion : 


Tails in Goodrich Church. To his kindneſs I am indebted for the follow: 
ing, to the memory of Thomas Swiſt, above mentioned. 


Here lyeth the Body of 
MR. THOMAS SWIFT, 
Who died the Second Day of June 1638, 
Aged 62 Years and Tenne Moneths, 
Who was VICAR of GOODRIDGE 34 Years. 


him 
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him, that he would promote Mr. Swift in the church, and 
otherwiſe reward his family, for his extraordinary ſervices 


t; and zeal, and perſecutions in the N caule ; but Mr. Swift | 
ed merit died with himſelf. | 
in The following Abecdote of bim, i is alſo handed down: — 
Fl Being infor med that three hundred horſe, of the rebel-party, : 
ny intended in a week to paſs over a certain river, upon an 
ch | attempt againſt the Cavaliers, Mr. Swift having a bead me- 
2 chanically turned, he contrived certain peices of iron with 
om Wt three ſpikes, whereof one muſt always be with the point up- 
ale = wards. - He placed them over niglit in the ford, where lie 
tert received notice that the rebels would paſs early the next 
ont morning: which they accordingly did, and loſt two hundred 
N of their men, who were drowned, or trode to death by the 
ho falling of their horſes, or torn by the ſpikes. 
His preferments, at leaſt that of Goodrich, were given 
\ the to a fanatical ſaint, * who ſcrupled not to conform upon the 
ood - Reſtoration ; and lived many years, I think till aſter tlie 
; be- Revolution. 
tion . He leſt ten ſons and three or four daughters, molt of 
tore BY which lived to be men and women. Four of his ſons ſet- 
e the in Ireland (being driven thither by their ſufferings, and by 
union BY the death of their father), related many other particulars, 
oltow- : which they learned either from their father himſelf, or from 
' what had been told them by the moſt credible perſons of 
I Herefordſhire, and ſome neighbouring counties. 
3 * Grres RawLixs ſucceded him in the pariſh of Goopsicy : but the 
: other here mentioned, ſucceeded RawLins forme time before October 1657 
lis name was WILLIAM Taixcuay, 
bim He 
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He hpiſt (entinges he narrator). a Hgysz on, his own NY 
hp, in the parith of Gogdrich, which, by tbe architecture, FF .. 


dengtgs the builder. to have been ſomewhat whimfical and WF 
fingular, and very much towards a projeftor. The houſe is 


or 
above a hundred years old, and ſtill in good repair, inha- 5 
bited by 2 tenarit of the female line: but the landlord, a 5 
young gentleman, lives upon his OWN eſtate in Treland. = 
Gates ag 1 : TE | | UE $ lo! 
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| THE Housz abave mentioned, is 2 about a Sh 
quarter of a mile from the turnpike o leading from Goodrich gra 
to Ross. It is called the New Hovsz, and is occupied by a T. 
farmer of the name of Evans, whole anceſtors } in t the, male 1 of 
line married into the Swiſt family. — — was 
Intereſted by the NarrATiVE inves: in this br. 4 
25 well as the fame of the family, — I viewed it a fe% weeks one 
ago. For what reaſon Mr. I. Swift, the builder of it, BD. 
Would be Kiled 4 trojeclor does not appear, not having any J Ch: 
thing singular in its form to merit notice at this da. 
The ſituation is extremely pleaſant, in a very fertile part live 
of the pariſh, and when in W 8 b 2 defi TROVE reſi- 3 12 


+ dence 
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dence for a private gentleman of eaſy fortune. The houſe 
is a dark-coloured ſtone edifice, to which adjoins a garden 


8 laid out in the faſhion of the day, and walled round. At 
4 one corner is a handſome ſummer houſe, where a clergyman 
2 might compoſe his ſermons, or eyoy the soft blandishments of 
: converse Sweet with his friends, as fludy or ſoclability 
influenced the mind. You enter the manſion through a 
loſty porch, ſupported by ſtone pillars, on the front of 
one of which are carved the initials of Thomas Swift, and on 
the other the date of the year the building was erected, viz, 
1636. Mr. Evans very obligingly conducted us over it, 
cho the interior preſented nothing to the eye of curioſity, 

in the articles of ancient furniture or paintings, 
| But he introduced us to his Mother, —a venerable matron, at 
che advanced age of eighty-seven, in good health, except the 
1 infirmity of lameneſs, with whom I had ſome diſcourſe. 
it a She told me, her maiden name was Vaughan, and that her 
rich 3 grandfather (of the ſame name) married a daughter of Mr, 
va Fr. Swift, who built the house. Also, that Deane Swift, Eſꝗ. 
ale of Worceſter, died here, and was buried at Goodrich, as 
$ was likewiſe his wife, both of whom the knew perfectly well. 
TK, The grandmother of this gentleman | Deane Swift, Eſq. | 
eks 8 one of the wives of Godwin Swift, was heireſs to Admiral 
it, A Drzave, one of the Regicides ; whence Deane becaine a 

2 0 : Chriſtian name in the family. 

Theoph. Swift, Eſq. the preſent ſurviving defcendant, 
" lived here about 12 months, before he ſettled in Worceſter, 


in the year 1760. 
k He 


PREFACE. 


He is a gentleman of talents and learning, —ſevera! 


of his pieces are before the public. He now reſides in 4$ af 
Dublin, and practices, as a Counſellor, at the Iriſh Bar. A 46 
. 

He rendered himſelf conſpicuous by his Affair of Honor 1 
with Colonel Lenox, nephew to the Duke of Richmond * 
as alſo by his Defence of Renwick Williams, —a few years 1 EE 
* . bi Al 
—— LS Þ * 

mi 


- 


Tut reflecting mind, in contemplating the perſecutions 
of Mr. Thomas Swift, for his zeal in the cauſe of his King. 
to which he was bound by his oath, as a clergyman, to ad- 12 
here, muſt render his family the involuntary ſigh of com- 
paſſion for his ſufferings, mere eſpecially when we conſider, 
that it reſulted from a dignified and diſintereſted attach- 
ment, from which, if we allow the diſtreſs of his Majeſty FR 
after the battle of Naſeby, and ſubſequent flight to Ragland 2 
Caſtle for refuge, he had little proſpect of future remune- 2 
ration. For a country miniſter, who had to ſupport a wile 1 = 
and ten children on leſs than 2ool. a year, to detach from - 
his income fo large a ſum as 7 xl. [taking his broad pieces for 4 
crowns only] does honor to the heart from whence it flowed. ” i 


And if any thing could render the gift more acceptable, it end 


muſt have been the unaffected ſimplicity with which it was Fil 


IC; 


delivered. Ihe ſum indeed was not large for a ſingle facxi- I «© 
fice.— but it ſhould be remembered, that he had been laid er 
a . ; : ST perlc 

under contribution very frequently and ſeverely by the tor 
oppoſite party. " 8 
s ar 


My 


FAEAETACE 


1 3 My eſteem for the name of KyRIE, induces me to draw 
n aide the attention of my reader ſrom recollecting the trans- 
action I have inserted. In the paroxyſm of political or re- 
| ligious frenzy, we forget the tender feelings which advance us - 


JL 1 . 6 P 6 . . . 

| in the scale of thinking beings ; and often in cauſes in which we 
, have little intereſt, we ſnatch from Providence, and ad- 
rs 


miniſter, the diſpenſations which to HIM, AND HIM 
ALONE, BELONG. More wiſely ſhould we act, and 


more happy would be the refult, if we impreſſed on our 


Z minds the juſl obſervation of Mr. Pozx, 


: 


* For modes of Faith, let senseleſs zealuts fight :—— 
And,— 


« For forms of GoveaxmenT, let fools conteſt: 


For if we ſtood in need of any thing to confirm the wiſdom 
ol the Poet's remark, we cannot meet with a ſtronger proof 
chan inthe caſe of the family which is now before us. 


a — —— —— 

nd | 

BIS 1 The preſent VICARACE Hobsk of Goodrich, is ſituated 
„ don the Boath fide of the churchyard, to which its walls 


Edjoin. The roof was formerly of thatch, but ſucceeding 
Wicars have given to it a more reſpectable appearance. 
Againſt the front of the principal entrance, are the arms 
nd initials of the builder, as also the date of the year in 
j ich it was erected.— R. L. 1719. | 


u To the Rev, Mr. WitLizams I am much indebted, for his kind 
F , intentions of aſſiſtance, Having delivered his papers into the hands of a 


. 3 perſon who had made a prior application, I am deprived of that Inform- 
* ation which would otherwiſe have been conferred upon me. I do not pro- 
1 fels to give 2 minute hiſtory of the Pariſh: but the leading features of 
* its annale, the Reader will find have not been diſregarded, 


GOODRICH 


PREFACE. 
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COODRICH CASTLE 


* 


10 the ſenſible hiſtorical and defcriptive Accounts' of 7 li 
this place, by Mr. Gnosz and Mr. Girpix, I have little 
intereſting to offer.“ | 


ha 
The al 
of 
* If the falubrity of a country may be eſtimated by the longevity of 45 
its inhabitants, this part of the kingdom muſt be eminently favourable, | 
from the number of very old people I meet with, enjoy ing great mental ; 5 
and bodily vigour. There is now living in a cottage at NEwAHAx-HIII, BY 
between Whitchurch and Goodrich, a man of the name of CurisTOPHER © 
Lrrwrrtrv, AT THE ADVANCED AGE OF NINETY-THREE, MY © 
and in good HEALTH and SPIRITS when I ſaw him,—a native of the : 11. 
former place, whoſe life has been paſſed in navigating the barges which $ ru 
traded between Roſs and Briſtol, who accompanied, on foot, me and my - 
ſriend, Mr. Coley, from his dwelling to Goodrich Caſtle and back, a dis- 95 
tance of near three mile, at almoſt an equal pace, on Moxpay the 20th fold 
of June laſt, As he went to ſchool in the Village, and had never been ab- trel 
ſent from it but a few days at a time, I thought I ſhould meet with a prize T 
in his intelligence. We walked over the whole of the building; but in- as c 
ſtead of any particular remark, all the information I obtained was (tho' ling 
not from deſect of memory), That the inſide of the rooms were all-neatly Lord 
white-waſhed when he was a boy, which time ſince has totally defaced. 7 
None of the rooſs or floors of the rooms were in exiſtence at his day, any enter 
more than at the preſent. To be brief, J offer this concluſion : | b Char 
= — jn and! 
* From the Pariſh Regiſter of WTA. —CurrsToOPHeR, fon of Gopyrey and : [in tl 
Mazy, LitzweLLyN, was baptized at WRIiTCUURCH, May the 7th, 1704, 4 and p 


That 


y and 


That 


"i 


PREFACE, 


The Caſtle of Goodrich is ſituated in the pariſh: from 
whence it is named; and hundred of Wormlow ; and is 
diſtant about a mile from the turnpike road leading from 
Monmouth to Ross, to the northward of the Church, which 


[ take for a central object. 
The 


That as the Castle of Goodrich was ordered by Government to be demo- 
liſhed, it was reduced to the abſolute ſtate its ruinous form preſents, by 
the perſons who executed that mandate; and all the difference between its 
then and preſent appearance, lies in the freſhneſs of the walls within, not 
having ſuffered much injury from the weather, Many of the parts were 
also much choaked with rubbiſh and ſtnes, which had fallen in a courſe 
of years; but to diſcriminate any circumſtance of moment, except the 
following, was not within his power : 


We are told in the hiſtory of the Castle, That Richard Talbot ob- 
* tained, in the 22d of Edward III. the royal licence for erecting therein 
©. A PRISON FOR MALEFACT9RS,” This place is now in exiſtence ;, ſtill 


EZ retains the name of THE GAOL; is tenanted by a perſon of the name of 


Judith Sanders; is ſituated on a point adjoining the road leading to the 


3 Ferry-boat ;- and may be known by the door being filled with large headed 


nails, It is a ſmall ſquare ſtone building, but proportioned to purpoſes 


for which it was erected, not being intended as a place of confinement for 


ſoldiers taken by the fortune of war, but only for offenders committing 
treſpaſs within the Lord's Manor. 


* 


The power of the Barons in their Courts extended 4 to criminal as well 
as civil caſes—in fact it was lodged with them for the purpoſe of dilpen- 


N ſing juſtice without trouble or expence to their neighbourhood. The 
Lord's STEwazp preſiding as Jupce of the Court, 


Of this princely prerogative, the nobles who enjoyed it ſeem to have 


"Fentertained a high value for its importance: for we are informed, in the 
; { Charter of William Earl of Pembroke and Earl Marſhal to the Abbot 
and Monks of Tintern Abbey, that tho' he conveys to them his eſtate 


Iin the neighbourhood of Chepſtow], he reſerves that power [the trying 
and pardoning offenders] to his ſuccelſors. 


Theſe 


PREFACE. 


The approach is thro' two fields, which form part of the 
farm belonging to Mr. James Bellamy; and as the land is ir 
generally under cultivation, its rich produce increaſes the M th 
iuxuriance of the ſcenery from this aſpect of the Castle. 4 


On 


Theſe Courts they kept in the ſame manner as the Aſſizes are now held 
mroughout the kingdom; of which they were diſpoſſeſſed in the reign of 
King Charles 11.—But to proceed: 


From this Gao, offenders were taken to be tried at a place called 
THE COURT: HOUSE, 
ſituated a ſhort diſtance from the former place, in the road between it 
and the Croſs Keys. The whole building ſorms half an angle: one part 
being used as a barn—the other, the SgEssioxs Hovse, is occupied as a 
grzinary by Mr. Rozzxrs, of Cxtws, in this pariſh. In the early part 
of his life there remained againſt the infide wall (what he-calls) the figure 
of 2 KED DOG; but this is not the creſt of the Talbot family, tho' it might 
ziluge to the title. At the preſent day there exiſts, below the chimney, 
fronting the road, the figure of a bos carved on a large ſtone ; but whe- 
ther it was placed there when the building was erected—or carved on it 
25 a ſign for the Public Houſe, which was kept below, —is at onal ta day 


unknown. 8 . 
. . * * f 18 4 

He further ſays,—That thoſe criniinals, whoſe lives were forfeited” to Ka 
the laws of their country, were conveyed to a field at the top of New- whe 
MEANHILL, called Haxcwman's Acre, chere they bowed their heads to the | 110 

. . © , 

portal of Eternity. The name of the field is now forgotten, but is ſitu- "Wa 
ated at the end of a ſhort ane, which communicates with the turnpike | Ws 
road at this place, | i Wo 
His brother, Tomas LEwELLYN, lived to the age of 100 years, and I and 1 


zeſided in the pariſh or Whitchurch all his life. He leſt it recorded, that q 
tte laft perſon who ſuffered Death, by the laws of this Court, was for the 
crime of iheep-ſtealing: but traditions of this kind ſhould always be re- 
carved with caution ; becauſe at that time the offence was not'a capital 
C!1Ti.C, 


15 


PREFACE. 


0 On entering the First Court, its appearance, has little 
$ intereſting for the Pencil, but the View from its edge is in 
e the higheſt degree enchanting. Ihe Wre flows at its feet: 
and you command a country equal in fertility to any part of 
is the kingdom. The Church and Spire of Ross finely har- 
2 monize—nor {ſhould the Church of WALTORND be over- 
G ; looked — in the picture. 
) 


The 


7 To confirm (if it was neceſſary) the truth of CHRISTOPHER's agr. 
he related the following circumſtance :—When emploved on the river, he 


it I brought up from Briſtol a large quantity of Wien Frus, for Captain 


rt ;3 Swain, the proprietor of Goodrich Priory eſtate, which were planted ſo as 
2 [2 to form an avenue from the Priory House to the edge of the Wye. Theſe 
rt 4 he has lived to ſee grow to fine timber, and fold for a valuable conſider- 
e 4 ation, I aſked Mr. Thomas Weare, of Giddis, who was employed in 
it | 3 the valuation previous to their being fell, of what growth he thonght 
ey, 4 them, who told me, not under 60 years at leaſt, for they were of a fine 
he- % ſize. As he ſaid he was 30 when they were planted—that they grew Go— 
* and have been fclled 3 years the time accords with the Regilter, 


28 Nearly facing his cottage, in a field on the oppoſite bank of the river, 
A is a large upright SToxE, called THE QUEEN STONE; but tradition 
bas not preſerved any legend when or by whom it was placed there; not 
5 whether it remains a monument of military or ſepultural fame, It is 
* laid that Mr. Dew, the late occupier of Huntsham, put his team to draw 
; Wit up ; but as he did not firſt remove the earth from around it, his 
3 þ ſtrength proved ineffectual for that purpoſe. Were the field my property, 
II would {olicit the powerful aid of Mr, Powles's team (the preſent tenant), 
and aud reduce to a certainty the knowledge of what lay below. 


called again upon Chriſtopher, on Sunday the 4th of September. It 
as the Pariſh Feaſt-day. In conſequence of which, he had got his beard 
cw reaped—his wig handſomely dreſſed by the village tonſor—and had 
culled from his wardrobe a blue coat, good 2s vw, of the faſbion of wy 
E father's. 


4 
5 


PREFACE. 


The eye accuſtomed to the country round London, muſt \ 
enjoy a pleaſurable relief, in contemplating the ſublime YM F 
terminations to many points of this view: The noble wood 
to the eaſtward, riſing to an amazing height, and cloathed 
to its very ſummit, —is ſtrikingly contraſted by the Coppet 
hill to the S. E. which preſents a bold ſurface of huge 
rocks, in fantaſtic ſhapes and forms; and give a peculiar 


variety to the ſurrounding objects. 


But it is in looking to the Caſtle, that we enjoy the 5; ; 
fullneſs of its beauty. From a ſtand on the Roſs road in 
the neighbourhood of PrNCREEk, all the objects before no- 
ticed combine with the principal feature (the Caſtle), and 
form a landſcape rich beyond the power of my abilities to 
paint. Grand woody and rocky eminencies—a valley 
richly diverſified with paſturage and corn fields, thro' which 
the Wr winds its mazy courſe, —delight the mind in a |. 
ſenſible manner, as it ſurveys the ſcenery before it. | 


In England we want thoſe fine ſkies which add ſuch J | 
Juſtre to the works of the Italian ſchool ; the beautiful remains 
of Grecian, may be overlooked, for the moment, in the p 
veſtiges of Gothic architecture, which time has handed down : 
to us; and but for the former defect, the view in queſtion a 


44 
would, o th 


father's days (ſuppoſe only worn on very extraordinary occaſions - ſuch s 1 r1dd 
the preſent) and to crown his reſpetebilty, put on a cock'd hat in 1 3 no 
ſmart military taſte : the tour enſemble rendering him a complete BEAU 4 
or THE LAST A0 f. To ſpend the hours of devotion in a proper manner, 4 | 
be walk ED to Goopricn Church in the aiternoon, where the inhabitauts % 
were gratified with the © concord of feet founds,” of ſome yaruoxiIsTS HB ut 
from the Fox RSH or De ax, : 


* 
5 
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would attract the pencil of a Gaſpar, or even a Nicolo, 
Pouſſin. 


1e 
d ; 
4 When time ſhall have further added the ornament of 
: a 8 
5 y (now daily increaſing), to ſome parts of the exterior, 
) 
ſo as to cover the harſh feature of the ſtone, which is of a 
ge : 5 ; ; 
; dingy red, it will greatly contribute to its beauty. 
jar 
Mr. Gos having minutely examined the interior parts, 
Ind Mr. Girerx having alſo added his valuable remarks, — 
the I the Reader 1s referred to their Deſcriptions, for further 
m WM Information. 
no- 
# PILL . 
and 
8 t0 > ; | . | 
cy Bl IN the tranſactions of the ſiege of this place, the 
Te: conduct of- Coroner Bircn, who commanded the Parlia- 
11ch : 
n nent army employed in the reduction of Goodrich Caſtle, 
in a 


2 is placed in a very humane point of view; tho Mr. Groſe 
1 notices that he battered that part called the Lapy's Tow ER. 
ich 2 Hradition reports, that being informed the garriſon drew 
nains 4 its ſupply of water from a neighbouring field, he cut off 
n the Phe reſource ; which produced its ſurrender without the aid 


1 military violence. 
eſtion The Seen thus noticed is ſituated in ſome high ground 
would, o the Weſt of the Caſtle, in the eſtate of Mr. T. Weare, of 


ach s Piddis. We cannot for a fact deny the aſſertion, but it 
t in 2 5 not very probable it was yielded up by ſuch means. In 


e u Inentioning the circumſtance to the proprietor of the eſtate, 
" | 
ner, x == 
zam? Ihen at his houſe, he offered to accompany me to the ſpot, 
zbitant By 3 8 : ' 
_ ut he ſaid it was then dried up, and only flowed in a wel 


. | | 1 Season, 


* 
4 
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zeason, when other springs were opened by the same cause. He thinks, 
and properly, that a place of ſuch importance as the Caſtle, 
would have depended on much a faſer conduit for the ſup- 
ply of lo valuable a neceſſary and comfort in life. 


Rabbits have alſo formed their burrows around it, — 
whoſe quiet haunts that chouan, the ferret, often invades. 
at the expence of the life of the peaceful poſſeſſor. 


Sanderſon relates the following Anecdote :— which ha: 5 
not been collected in the remarks on this place: Colon! MW 
Broughton, out of Gloceſter, undertakes to garriſon God- 
ridge Caſtle, where he rouſted with great undertakins:. 
{kirmiſhes and reprisals, as all the other garriſons uſually did, 
one from the other ſucceſſefully. Some Hereford force: il 


ne * 
3 8 


hearing of it, drew out a ſmall party, ſummoned hin, 
ſtormed and took him and his priſoners, and carried then BW: 
all, above one hundred, to Hereford, mmbly done without a. 


noise. 


Whatever outworks belonged to the Caſtle cannot no: 


* „ 


be traced ; and the park, if ever there was one, is conveitci "op 
We U 


into a farm, and occupied by Mr. James Bellamy. eco 
: by 175 ö . . . | 1 oof 
The Traveller who viſits this place by water, will mech 3s 
: ; 2 Y YOU 
with a clean room, and frugal fare, at Mr. Davis's, of t 


Ferry-houſe,* which is fituated cloſe to the edge of te 


TIver. andi 
1 14 3 Econ 
tis 


* For the convenience of WaLrokv, and other villages, on the oppci: 3 Re 
{ide of the Wr, a Horse Ferry keeps open the communication with the 
neighbours on this ſide of it. While enjoying the pleaſures of a retir F 
hour at this ipot, my mind has been diverted by the COURAGE i 

I 1.8 


_ 
I - 
1 
2 
- 
mn 
 — 
7 


biec 
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The direct approach to the Caſile from thi+ alpect is very 
unpleaſant for well-dreſſed women, being in part thro fields 
of high graſs in the ſeaſon, and of ficep alcent ; but by 


* 
N 
p 


taking a circuit of half a mile, a common path conducts you 


to it, and without inconvenience. 


. . * % * 
bo * $a FI #4 IL 4 4 2 1 = — — 4 * qo . . * 
Equal accommodations, at the Coos Kxrs, at Goodrich, 


: 
42 8 7 - Ton HRS 20 *% SY a i. IA ©. f "v9 ' a 8 2 ' 
will thoſe 1 adies and Gentlemen mect with, who travel in 

_— 48 Eo Tr rr 111 «4 C11 Sy 4 - Cy 1, 2 y 1 ' ! 
a Carriage, QUIINT then {hert viſit. From a ſand a little on 
1 


T 4 +2 Y 41 8 Pg 5 /\ Lage * 2 . . f => N 
the Monmouth 1044, youu Have 4 partial VIEW: 01 Coldwell 


— 


+ JW a JY 3 * N * — * HFS. : 5 de 
ROCKS, but luthncient LC form 211 Idea OI their romantic 


bea uty. 


I hall conclude theſe obſervations, with ſome PorrRr 


3 nich, having local reference, I deem worth. inſertion. It 
jim, 1 copied from Mr. Walker's He reford Journal, in which I 
= Wilt read it: 


4 2 N 
= wil! not ſay Ecoxomc—d ſome paſſengers. The river is often fordable 


1 


in the ſummer months,—but it is wide, and rapid on the landing fide 


and in theſe pay times up to the SADDLE-CLOTH, ' Regardleſs of Ot 
in they ride, and when they reach the iniddle of its courſe, are obliged to 
ſecure their legs and the ſkirts of the coat from immerſion; Should the 
orle, by the accident of the louſfe tones, make a ſalſe ſtep, the rider's life 
would, in all probability, fall a fjacrifice ; for the ſtrength of the ſtream 


is too violent to oppoſe and if he had the advantage of ſwirmming well, 


e would be carried to 2 conſiderable diſtance before he could gain a 
ins. For this riſk, he ſaves the ſum of—rwopexce! Tho! a friend to 


. = *j * 
_ 


es 


1'4 —_conony, I muſt conſeſs I ſhunld not like to take a lelſon in this School, 
; 4 . is a very pleaſant walk ſrom Ross to this place, thro' a finely cultivated 
pp 
ith the. 
A reti 


2 * wills : — 55 g CC FFI}. . nr 
ountry, about the diſtance 01 thre. Titles — 1 He Caſtbe 18 & ar 


biect in this point of view, 


AGE” ol TIN Fe 
1 V.. a 


PREFACE, 


LINES, 


ON RECEIVING A PRESENT OF A HIGHLY-FINISHED DRAWING Ot 


GOODRICH CASTLE; 


TAKEN AT SUNSET BY A BEAUTIFUL WOMAN: 


The Author never having seen it but in a dark and cloudy Day. 


A GCL GOOG OS SO OG OS IS 


% Le patri ſupreme 
© Franco avvolte d'una nebbia ofcura.” pr. 


In pride of ſtrength, erſi, Goodeic ! haſt thou ſtocd, 
Frowning indignant on Wyz's vagrant flood: 

Thine high embattled Towers oft kenn'd afar 

Full many a ſcenee of deſolating wer, 

Brav'd the dread force of Nature's ſecret tore, 

The forked lightning, and the thunder's roar. 


— 


Such were man's boaſted works! but time alone 
Hath rent the iron's graſp, and ſolid ſtone; 
Where the ſhrill clarion ſounded war's alarms, 
And call'd the Britiſh heroes to their arms, 

In antique horror nods the ivy'd tower, 
And dreads the ſlighteſt atmoſpheric power, 
Thy once-impervious maſs, a ruin made, 
Caſts on the ſtream below a chequer'd ſhade. 


But brighter proſpects faſcinate the eye, 
Relieve the penſive mind, and check the ſigh. 
Lo! beautious HaRRIE T's CLaupt-like pencil throws 
Eve's bluſhing tints around thy dead repoſe : 
Tranſmits thy ruin'd ſcenery to Fame, 
And wreſts from dark oblivion thy name. 
Tranſlated thus amongſt her ſacred ſtore, 
+ Thou'lt live till vengeful time ſhall be no more. 


*+ Quod nec Jovis ira, nec ignis, 


Nec potuerit ferrum, nec edax abolere vetuſtas.“ viRs, 
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GOODRICH PRIORY. 


————¶ — see 


1 


B ELOW the Casrrt, and on the ſame fide of the river. 


ſtand the remains of Goodrich Priory. It was a Monaſtery 
of the Order of Canons Regular of St. Auguſtin. 


8 FriaxtsrorD, in the Monasticon. Ihe time of its foundation 


Though its name ſeems loſt at this day, I find it called 


Wis thus recorded: 


++ The letters patent of the 2oth year of Edward IV. 
WF [1347] ſet forth, that Ricnaro Talzor founded and 
FF endowed this monaſtery, with licence of the ſaid King.” 


The fituation correſponds with monaſtic choice :—a fer- 
ile valley, watered by a navigable river or copious ſtream ; 
4 but of difficult acceſs from the ſurrounding country. Lime 
I las partially, not who!ly, removed the inconvenience ; for 
ye lanes which lead to it remain in the ſlate they were firſt 
1 ormed. 
Being converted into barns and ſtables, the buildings 
4 ave nothing to attract attention but the remembrance of 
imer purpoſes to which they were devoted. A good houſe 
as ſince been added, which is tenanted by Mr. Bellamy, 
bo occupies the farm which ſurrounds it and the Caſtle. 


„43444 


DRICII 


COURT 


THE NURSERY OF 


KING: HENRI, 


Proceepg in our voyage down the river, the next 
ſubjet which engages attention is Court FieLp, the ſeat of 
the late William Vaughan, Eſq. of Monmouth ; but ſince 
his death it is become the property of his ſon, a minor. 


The place is rendered diſtinguiſhable from the circum- 
ſtance of having been the Nursery of PRINCE, afterwards 
KING, HENRY the Fiery. We are told by the learned Au- 
thor of the History of Monmouthshire, that being when young 1 
of a weak and sickly habit, he was placed here under the care 
of the Countess of Salisbury.* 


The pariſh of Bricxwos, in which it is ſituated, forms a Þ 
part of the county of Moxnmourta, tho' surrounded by Hereford- i 
Slire, Court FELD was originally called GREY FELD, but 
changed its vulgar name to that it is now known by, from : 
the circumſtance of the Royal Infant being nurtured here. I 

*The Lady mentioned in the above Hiſtory is ſtiled the CounTrss. of 3 
SUXDERLAND,—but, with deference to the Author, ſhe is misNamep—that "1 
title not being created till the time of James I, The Tourist and the Y 
Antiquarian holding no eſteem in his mind, it would be folly in thei 
friend the Herald to expect a ſuperior regard, 
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It occupies a commanding eminence on the right bank 
of the river (but the approach is of eaſy acceſs)—falling 
down in a fine flope to the water edge. You enter the 
houſe thro' a ſhort paved court, walled on each fide,” and 
fronted with iron gates of conſiderable height, the ground 
floor of which has nothing intereſting, and the remark will 
apply to the whole of the interior. In the rooms below are 
ſome portraits (particularly in the beſt parlour), of Mr. 
Vaughan's family, and of Mr. Jones's, of Lanarth, in this 
county. Some heads of characters, now forgotten, hang in 
other rooms, but not of moment for the painter's ſkill, 


THE BEST BED-ROOM 
Contains a painting of the Manifestation,* in which the 
:- | the countenance of Simeon is finely touched, but the figures 
Jof the Virgin and Saviour are Jeſs happy, and not ſo well 
drawn. A flight of ſtairs conduct you to 

THE CHAPEL, 

In the paſſage to which are whole Jength figures of two dead 
Religious, which have ſome merit, tho unpleafant ſubjects 
to look at. The Chapel is neatly fitted up, and liberally 
appropriated to the ule of the neighbouring Catholics who 
chuſe to attend when Service is perlormed in it. 


THE GARDEN, 
Though of the faſhion of former years, and running 
into diforder, has claim to attention, for its beautilul ſitu- 
Y ation, and remains of ancient grandeur. It is divided by, 


*The Pravrr uſed in the Afternoon Service of our Church (taken from 
the Golpel of St. Luke) is the ſubject to which it alludes “ Lord! now 
letteſt thou thy ſervant depart in peace! &c.“ 


2nd 
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and interſeted with, fine ſtone terraces, —{haded with yew ö 
hedges now in luxuriant wildneſs, the growth of ages paſt; 
but I ſuppoſe when attended to, were cut into ſhowy pea- | 
cocks with ſpreading trains, and other fanciful ornaments of 
that day. Flights of Reps, tireſome from their number, 
conduct us to the upper and lower parts of it; but the for- 
mer is a mere wilderneſs. On the South fide is a beautiful 
terrace, looking down to the Wye, and over the works at | 
Lidbrook, but the view is more pleaſing than extenſive. 


On the North fide of the houſe, and on an eminence RE 
in the park, ſtands a high parapet wall, with gothic {ſhaped 4 
arches, which, when viewed from the river, has the appeer- 
ance of a run. The effect was, till within theſe ſew years, 
conſiderably increaſed, by ſome loſty walnut trees which 1 Jo! 
grew about, it,-—but that kind of wood being valuable, the 3 
axe has deprived them of their honours. A ſmall room ad- 2 or 
Joins behind, called the Hermit's Cell, in which was placed 
the figure of an old man, with a flowing beard, ur, 
his hands in the attitude of prayer; but it has been removed 
from hence into the houſe, where it remains. 4 1al 


The houſe is now divided. That part occupied by Mr. 1 
Vaughan's family, an elderly domeſtic has the charge of: 4 
The other, with the out-buildings, is inhabited by M 
Jackſon, a reſpectable farmer, who rents the eſtate. 1 


Before I viſited this place, I had filled my mind on 


hi. 

ideas of its magnificence, ſimilar to romance. Of enteriry] 
ve 

by a deep ſtone gateway, over which was placed the arms 0% | 
| 1 un 

The srers alone in the garden are ſufficient to build a handſone on 


manſion houſe, A 


Englan! 4 
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England, with rude ſupporters---extenſive paſſages and lofty 
halls,---and conducted by wide and extenſive oak ſtairs, to 
W bed-rooms hung with ancient tapeſtry, whoſe figures re- 
g preſented ſubjects from Holy Writ : but if in this (as well 
er, Nas in other occurrences of life) I kept in mind the Poet's 
or- beatitude---Blessed is he that eæpects nothing, for he $hall not be 
if] ; disappointed. ſhould not have been ſurpriſed on my arrival. 
5 For inſtead of the images my fancy had created, I found a 
; neat, deſirable manſion, which the property of the heir 
would eaſily improve to the comforts of modern life. All 
Wt hat is objectionable is the want of a good carriage road to 


ed 3 
Pes Wt, which it would be difficult to form. 
bear- 
ears.“ I ſuppoſe Mr. Vaughan's father or grandfather took 
hich own the ancient wainſcoat of the rooms, and gave them 


4 heir modern dreſs, —deal and white paint not being uſed 
n ad. For that purpoſe in Henry's time. 


laced 
eling, | The kind attentions of the Rev. Mr. MooxrizLo, 
noved inter of Welch Bicknor, who reſides at Court Field, have 


1abled me to be more particular on the ſubject, by ſhewing 
e every part of the premiſes which could add to my in- 


* wm rmation, or gratify my curioſity. Nor can I forget the 
5e 1 Prilities of Mr. IAcksod and family, to whom before I was 
y | ; | 


own only by name. 
1 THE COPPET HILL, 
1d with : 


_ 'bich leads to this place, from Goodrich, would afford the 
nterir!s | 5 
3 aveller a moſt extenſive and beautiful view of the river and 
arin + , 3 . . 

Puntry, tho' attaining its ſummit would be a taſk of ſome 


andſome Four. 


m e le 


En glans : 


tional authority for aſſerting that it repreſents the Counts | f 
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WELCH BICKNOR CHURCH. 


— — 


THE pariſh Church of Welch Bicknor lies in 
a valley below Court Field, on the ſame bank of the river 
Wye, in which are interred the remains of the Vaucnax 
family ; whoſe memories ſome flat ſtones, and a mural mo- 
nument perpetuate. 


But for the antiquarian it has ſomething more, —the ef- 
figy of the Countess of Salisbury, the reputed Nurse to King 
Henry V. who is ſaid to have been buried here. . 


It is placed to front the reading-deſk in the body of t. 
Church. She is repreſented by a whole length recumben! 
figure, carved on a ſtone of a dirty colour; but the abilities 
of the artiſt intitle him to credit, for the free and looſe [i 
manner in which he has executed the drapery. The head 4 
is ornamented with a dreſs of early date, and in each arn F 
is infolded an infant, lying cloſe to the fide of her face | 
[he left arm is broken off above and below the elbow, yet 
the hand remains, in which ſhe holds a croſs, ſuſpended 
from the neck, and with the right hand her flowing robes. 
The figure is alfo broken at the knees. It certainly is «| we 
ancient date; but as there is no inſcription, nor character Ro 


* 
3 


on which any conjecture can be offered, I have only trad- ec 


* 6 ns 
Ns * 
* 


of Salisbury. 


J will take ſome pains to inveſtigate the truth of it, bil | 
aſking information of thoſe, whole talents can throw a liabe 
on my enquiries. 


THI | 


in here unite their talents, remarks from me, on the beauty 
ver they add to the ſcenery of tlie Wye, would be ſuperfluous. 
LAN * 0 * . . 
5 The Council on the Oxford circuit (of wiiich Monmouth 
forms a part), when they come from Gloceſter, generally 
c make the Excurſion from Roſs to Monmouth by water. 
ef- = G4 
5 To record the memories of eminent Lawyers, they have 
in * 8 ö 
8 diſtinguiſhed each protuberance by ſome name, ſuch as 
Dunning, Erskine, Plomer, &c. whoſe abilities have, and 
the continue to rank them, high in public ſavour. 
bon! | ag | | | : 

3 The corrections of men of talents I hold in the utmoſt eſteem, —and 
ties | 3 a; I have a juſt reafon for thinking my Book will be looked over by many 
looke 3 ot the geritlemen in this Circuit, I thould confider it 2s 2 mark of peculiar 
nead __ favour to be honored with zuy communication, which their extcniive 

AF 2c2ding, and profound erudition, enable them to diipenls, C. 4. 

arn FX 

LY 
face. 

2 A WORD . 09 AP MY Rec — — 

A vel 1 

ended | 

robes. Ml FROM hence the river has nothing worth notice till 
„ . 3 12 . 

is of ve reach WuarTcnukcn, when we enjoy a glimpſe of the 

Ae Rocks at NEw-WEIR, called Symonds's Gate,” and other 
1 . . . , . . 

trad- rocks in front, which give a fine termination to the view. 
= 
0 7 4 : 

| 1 +” L . 7 . . . 

unten The pariſh of Whitchurch is ſituated on the right bank 

Jof the river Wye, a few hundred yards from its ſhore, and 

it, by. is one of the prettieſt, and molt pleaſant, VILLAGES, in 


a liel 
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THE ROCKS AT COLDWELL 


Come next into view, — but as Mr. Shaw and Mr. Gilpin 


this part of the country; being placed at an eaſy diſtance 


4 from the towns of Rolfs and Monmoutb, to each of which 


TH 


placæs 


— 
. ²˙ m —— a" 
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places it is a beautiful ride, —and through it runs the great 
turnpike road, from London to all parts of South Wales, 
and the South of Ireland This circumſtance, added to the 
attraction of Monmouthſhire as a faſhionable tour, gives it 
an air of cheerfulneſs unknown to other places around. 


The GwirLis were formerly poſſeſſed of conſiderable 
eſtates in this pariſh ; but iſſue falling in the female line, 
they of courſe have been divided, and diſtributed into 
marriage connexions. A branch“ of this line reſides in the 
Village, the family manſion being occupied by Mr. Thomas 
Watkins, which retains the name of 


THE OLD COURT HOUSE. 


It is a ſpacious reſidence, fimilar to the generality of Manor 
Houſes ; but being ſet to a private family, who take great 


pains to keep it in repair, it preſerves, both within and FR? 
without, all its wanted reſpectability and comfort. Part of 
the ancient tapeſtry continues to ornament the walls of ſome | 1 
of the bedchambers, and the oak floors may vie with the 


looking-glaſs for luſtre :—a ſate very rare for an old Manor 


Houſe, —for becoming generally tenanted by farmers, former 


45 4 


pur poses are forgotten. Under its roof have I enjoyed many 
happy hours: it is one of thoſe houſes in the country, 
which, —I have the owner's authority for ſaying, I $i! 


Public virtue demands public notice.—During the scarRciTY OF GRAN 
preceding the harveſt of 1795, this Lady made frequent diſtributions cl 
flour and other articles, among the neighbouring poor, to the amount of 
FIFTY POUNDS at a time, when it bore ſo high a price, Fortune in 
ſuch hands, and ſo diſpenied, is a BLESSING ro SOCIETY, Long may 


{he continue to enjoy the well- earned praiſes of the ſurrounding country. 


atwa); 


. 

4 

| a 
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always have the privilege of resorting to, without the expence of rent 
or 5ervants ; and in addition to it, a bed, and a hearty welcome. 
What more could I deſire, if Mr. Watkins was my Brother? 


—— — — 


WHITCHURCH SCIIOOIL. 


IxsTaxCE of Punic Semtr in Warrcnusch. Several families in 
the pariſh and vicinity withing to e:tablifh a School, where they could place 
their children near enough to be under their own inſpection, communicated 
their intentions to many of their neighbours. No ſooner were they made 
:nown, than a Meeting was held, ard a plan laid down to be carried into 
execution. A handſome houſe, in the centre of the village, was taken fer 
the purpoſe, the rent of which the ſnbscribers engaged to pay for 3 years; 
and to ſend a certain number of childten. for which they were to pay 
excluſive of the former condition. Twenty-ſeven fſubscribers ſet down 
their names to ſupport it, and to ſend their ſons and daughters to the 
number of forty-five, to the ichool, according to the terms propoſed. 


This care they intruſted to Mrs. Mr. and Miis Corey (late of Gloceſter) 


1 whoſe attentions have juſtified the good opimicn formed of their abilities 


2 by the promoters of the ſcheme. Under their management it continues 


„ gas 


/ 

F 
, 
9 


x 
5 


flouriſhing, and is honoured with many children of respectable ſamilies 
round the country. 


—— . 0 — — 


MONUMENTAL RECORD. 
On the Weſt ſide of the churchyard is a ſpacious vault 


Tclonging to the GwiLLi family, encloſed with a ſtone 


Fall, and large iron ſpikes placed on the top. 
Againſt the Weſt end, the arms of Gwillim, quartered 


in | N ith another family; the former, 


A lion-rampant, ermines, gorg'd with a collar, or, langued and armed, 


ales. The latter, a chevron, between three {wars, fable, 


Underneath 
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Underneath is this Insription : 

| „ Impenſis 

if © Thomez Gwillim, et 

4 Elizabethz Uxoris ſuæ, An. Dom. 1744. 


3 E — > " 


In the centre ſtands an altar tomb, on the ſides of which 
are the following Inscriptions : 2 


I. 

% In Memory of that excellent Lady Mrs. ELIz ASrT STvart, who died 
« the 17th of January, 1742, aged 71 Years. She was Widow of Elmes 
« Stuart, Eſq. Daughter of John Creed, Eſq. Secretary of Tangiers 11 
« King Charles II. Grandaughter of Sir Gilbert Pickering, Bart. Gren F 3 
« Grandaughter of Sir Sidney Montague, Knt. Maſter of Requeſts to . ; 
„King Charles I. who was father of Edward Earl of Sandwich, and of 
«© Lady Pickering.“ 


che ſtretched forth her Hands to the Poor, —ſhe opened her Mouth wit! | | In 
„ Wifdom,—and in her Tongue was the Love of Kindneſs. She lt Ino 


« three Daughters, — Elizabeth, Wife of Thomas Gwillim, Eſq. MIT. 
« Anne Stuart, at whoſe joint Expence this Monument was erected ; an 
„% femima, Wiſe of Elmes Spinks, Eſq." 


"Fear 


III. 2 l bt 
« Here also lieth the Body of Jasearn Gwittin, her Grandſon, who die: > f Ih 
„ the 24th of June, 1743, aged 12 Years and 4 Months. "Wot 


« As they were lovely and pleaſant in their Lives, ſo in their Deat's 8 of v 
« they are not divided. | 'F 
«© This Youth was unfortunately drowned in this River, endeayourin; 8 


* to ſave his ſinking Schoolfellow and Friend.” 


| On a flat ſtone, on the North ſide: 


« Here lieth the Body of Thomas Gwiltin, Eſq. and Mrs. ELAZ IU 
„ his Wiſe. He departed this Life November the 5th, 1766, aged 7: 1 
« Years, She departed this Liſe July the 4th 1767, aged 71 Years, 4 
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On another, cloſe adjoining : 


« Here lieth the Body of Mrs. HexgiertTa Mara Gwtrrin, fecond 
Daughter to Thomas Gwillim, Eſq. and Elizabeth his Wife. She 
S *« departed this Life June the 25th 1735, aged 53 Years. 


** 'The Soul of the Liberal deviſeth liberal Things.“ 


The Cnurcn is ſituated cloſe to the edge of the river; 
Y and is much admired for its pictureſque appearance, in the 
voyage down the WIE: but as the inſide does not contain 
1 any thing particularly deſerving notice, I will not intrude 
1 on the Readers time. 


For the following information I am indebted to a very 


vic Jingenious acquaintance, whoſe OBgstR vations deferve 
1 | 
e left! N notice: 
NI. 


The Inox Works in this neighbourhood are of very 
early date; and it appears, that their ſupply of Ore was 
Jobtained from the adjoining hills, called DO WAR D. 


o ate: heir furnaces were on the moſt ſimple conſtruction, being 
—Wothing more than a common blackſmith's forge, the bellows 
Deas 


le bol which was worked with the foot inſtead of the hand. Theſe 
5] Hot having ſufficient ſtrength to extract all the metal, of 


2 ourle a large quantity remained in the cinders, which were 
Ihrown by, and formed large heaps in a length of years. 
4 y the introduction of modern engines, theſe cinders which. 
11243" ay buried in the grounds became an object of ſpeculation 
aged? With the Iron Maſters, and it is a fact atteſted on incontro- 
ars. 


Fertible authority, “ That many people who poſſeſſed land 
« where 
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<< where theſe blogmezies had been erected, procured and 
fold Cixpzzs for much more than the land originally 
« colt.” 


A little below Old Forge,* in a field on the right hand, 
is a heap of theſe Cinders, which were hauled there, at the 
expence of the Iron Maſters, in order to be taken from 
thence to the Forges : but the Lancaſhire ore being diſ- 
covered, and found to anſwer in a ſuperior degree, they 


remain in the ſituation they were placed, to the great loſs [4 | 
of the perſons who made the purchaſe. They are now ſold |? 


for a triflle, to mend the roads. 


A little below Wilton bridge (near Roſs), there remain | a 
a large quantity of the ſame fort of Cinders, which have | 
been conſidered as a nuifance, but public notice cannot 


procure their removal. 


Between Goodrich and Whitchurch, to theſe Bloomeries, I ſuppoſe, ö 


it owes its name. 


+ Brought from a place called Fuxx Ess. 


— — —̃ —— 


DOWARD. 
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DOW ARD. 


"> —_— 
» 


1 Tu E Hils, called GREAT and LIr IE Dowarp, which 
; Radjoin to the village of WarTcuurcn, and in part form the 
termination to the river view before mentioned, though 
aain | un: noticed by the Journaliſts, are objects equal in beauty 
1ave | 0 any that the excurſion preſents between Ross and Mon- 
nnot nouth. Their difficulty of acceſs may, in ſome degree, be 
a bar to inſpection, but thoſe who have leiſure to aſcend 
hem, will be fully recompenced for the trouble, by the 
ſublimity, grandeur, and variety, of ſcenery, which are un- 


folded in the view. 
poſe, 29 


3 The path which leads to it on the fide which fronts the 
N Vye, is ſteep, ſtoney, and uncouth, —but a horſe road is 
ſormed at Crocker's Aſh, (between Monmouth and Whit- 
ghurch) whereby it may be aſcended with leſs labour. 


$ Camden, in his Additions to Hereſordshire, thus notices 
Poward: 

In the ſouth limit of this county is Doward (in the 
pariſh of Whitchurch) a pretty high hill, on the top 


7 whereof one would gueſs, by the ditches, there had been 
ARD. 4 | 1 „an 


— — — <= N 


been raiſed for the tents of the commandets. Ihe ground be- 
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an ancient fortification ; and what makes it more proba- 
«++ ble, in digging there ſor iron ore and limeſtone, broad 
arrow heads have been found of late years; and not long 
ago, the greateſt part of the bones of a gigantic perſon 
e were found here interred, in a place that ſeemed to be 
e arched over. The length of all the joints were twice the 
length of others of this age. Captain Scudamore, of 
© Kentchurch,* had the ſkull, and Mr. White, of the New 
++ Weare, near the place, had the remaining bones, aud 
gave them to a Chirurgion in Briſtol.” 


That on it was an encampment is beyond all doubt, for 
its form is to be traced at the preſent day; and in the centre 
of the camp are three mounds of earth, which feem to have 


ing deſended on the E. by woody eminencies, on the N. by 
abrupt rocky projections, on the South by the Wye, from 
whoſe banks the rocks rife almoſt perpendicular, —the Wei 


ſervation. 


It is a circumſtance worthy of remark, that the ſpace 


ground within the lines of an encampment, was called % 


# Gibſon publiſhed his“ Additions to Camden” in 1695, —Mr. Whites ; 


family having left New Wear many year,; and Colonel Scudamore, tie} 1 
. . . 0 . 4 t "7, 
preſent owner of Rentclurch, being on ſervice with his regiment, I can“ 


ebtain any information reſpecting this circumſtance ; tho! it is very pt, 
ble, that, at this diſtance of time, it 43 totally forgot. Having the hau! 
of being perſonally known to Colonel Scudamore, I am well convine !“. 
kindneſs would impart to me any information on the ſubject which car} 
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within his TecQileetion. It ſhall be noticed at a future day. 
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part, which was deemed acceſſible, appears ſtrongly forti- | Pie 


fied by intrenchments of earth, which remain in great pre. 
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Bailie, which is the name it is now Bnown by, Many years 
ago, when the return of May was welcomed with external 
marks of joy, the village train uſed here to aſſemble, and 
indulge in all the fivlic joys peculiar to the day, —among 
which ſports, the entertainments of tle Morris Dancers * held 


2 a diſtinguiſhed rank. 


But its military attractions are of tritling moment, when 
compared with its profpects, winch are fo richly diverfified 


from every point of view; particularly N. and S.; to the 


former, a country highly cultivated, bounded by Malvern 


1 
„ tor | ; Bs, A to the latter, the beautiful encloſures of Had- 
entre 1 nock, terminated by woody heights peculiar to this country. 
ban | At one point, you obtain the reack into Monmouth, with its 
Abe⸗! bridge; moving forward, the church and its elegant ſpire 
J. by add to the number of objects; and in going on, the whole 
from | own comes in ſiglit; ſo that almoſt every ſtep makes a 
Welt Penlible variation, either in the fore or back-ground of the 
_ Panne. 
t pre | * A corruption from Nloreſque. A little book in my poſſeſſion fur 
niſhes the following Note. Speubing of the Morris Dancers, “ Sir Win. 
| ' Temple fays,—Lord Leiceſter had a pamphlet in his polletivn, written 
pace Cl * by a gentleman of Heretordſhire, where mention was. made of a let of 
Ned th Morris Dancers, who went about that country (in King James's reign) 
| . compoſed of ten men, who danced ; a Maid Marian, and a tabor and 
Whites 1 pipe; and that the twelve, one with another. made up 1200 Years! 
ore, tt } | It is not fo much,” lays he, „ that fo many in one {mall county hond 
cam ! live to that age, as that they {hould be in vigour and in habt to 
very Pe ' travel and to dance,” | 
the hen 


—_— 
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* * ' S . * * 
The above flory is very popular in Hereford(hire, Sergeant Hotkins is 


aid to have been the man who entertained King James I. with the per- 


Pormances of this curious group. 
: Ep 1 
4 | l hers 
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There is a circumſtance in the grounds at PirxcETIII9 WM. 
which has excited much pleaſure, viz. the ſmall farm on the 
bank of the Wye, of which you have a view from the oppoſite Þ 
more; but, in the writer's opinon, it is very inferior to the 
view over Hadnock ; for the encloſures occupy a wider ex- 


tent, and its woody terminations add a greater beauty to 

the proſpect than the rocks which form the back ground to : 

the former; beſides this, the river is here tranſparent, and“ 

devoid of ſludgy ſhores, — a diſagreeable ſeature at Pierce- F x 

field. fi 
„le 


To the North-eaſt, in a valley between the two hills, i; 2 h; 
a beautiful Farm, in the higheſt ſtate of cultivation, which | Fir 
may be deemed a kind of ra Laxo, and is as eminently | Wh: 


beautiful as its appearance is unexpected. It is occupied | Fe 


by Mr. Davis, and called | j er 
« THE KILN- HOUSE FARM.“ | 5 
probably from the number of lime-kilns on the adjoining F* 
C. 


heights. At the upper end of the eſlate, in that corner o |} 
it which joins the wood, on the right, is a romantic cavern, * 
which bears the name of .. 


KING ARTHUR HALL: be 
and extends under ground (according to tradition), from 
thence to New WEAR, a diſtance of more than a mile. 
Various are the tales which credulity has attached to ib“ 
formation; but tho' no mind liſtens with more * greedy! | | 
ear to popular ſuperſtition, than mine own, when I can 
detect its fallacy ; the Reader's may be differently diſpoſed; 


of courſe I ſhall not trifle with it, but briefly ſtate, that the 
| | caven] 


E 
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cavern was a Mine, out of which was produced the Iron Ore 


the 38 for the furnaces adjoining; and is a convincing proof of the 
oite MY antiquity of the iron manufactory in this part of the coun- 
the b 1 try, which the cinders before noticed further corroborate. 
ex- 1 | 

546 8 The moſt ingenious fabuliſt could not create a ſituation 


d to more correſpondent with legendary tale, than the cavern 
_ 


1 1 in queſtion ; and, with equal eddrels, might he fancy himſelf 
Ls the Hero of Romance, and this his Dwelling, You enter 
ch it thro' a large apperture on the right hand, — and on the 

left is a lofty and ſpacious ſquare room, which ſeems to 


Is, i; {have been formed for the purpoſe of the workinen to regale 


"0 
yl * +”, 
n 


45h | Yin. Before the entrance ſtands a huge Kone, which might. 

ently | 1 have ſerved as a guard againlt the weather, at unſavourable 

apied E ſeaſons. On the whole, the pecuiiarity of its ſituation, and 
* Wknown extent (inany people having followed its courſe for 
| 4 ome hundred yards under ground), give birth to the moſt 

inios| g extravagant conceptions, Which the uninformed mind could 

ner of 4 create. 

ern, 7 f 


The cavern being uſed as a sheep fold, it is ſtopped up 
at a ſhort diſtance from the entrance, to prevent the fleecy 
| Menants from being loſt. 


, from | 4 — 
mile. 
to it A road is now making, at the Weſt end of Doward, at 


reed he expence of HENRY Barnes, Esq. of the Fort, the pre- 
1 1 can ent Sheriff for the County of Monmouth, which when 
ſpoſed;| nithed will render it extremely pleafant to aſcend : and for 
hat the} he accommodation of foot company, ſeats will be placed in 


caverlil : | | thoſe 
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thoſe fituations which command the moſt pleaſing proſpect:. Z 


By his very polite behaviour this account of Dowarp i: 
rendered more worthy of public acceptance, —he having 
accompanied the Writer, and directed his attentions, as wel 
as illuſtrated the different objects noticed, by an intimate 
acquaintance with the ſubject, which ſuperior talent 
enabled him to form ; many of which wonld otherwife have 
been over-I1coked, but for ſuch an intelligent companion in 


the ride. 


A parent the moſt folicitous for a favourite child, canno: 


look upon it with more aftectionate regard than does the 
Warrter on thts little Book. In obtaining the information de- 
tailed in its pages, I liave been mtroduced to many fami- 
lies, to whom I was unknown, or only but by name, whoſe 
politeneſs and hoſpitality are beyond my praiſe. I muſt, 


in a particular manner mention Colonel Money, of Hom House; 


* 
= 


* 


ft 


Mrs. Clarke, of the Hill; and Henry Barnes, Eſq. of the Fort; 


becauſe my ſituation in life had no pretenſions to ſuch favor, | 


for had I been their sox, or RELATIVE, I could not have 


met with a reception more grateſul to my feelings. To | 


them the Public, equally with myself, are indebted, as adding 


to their pleaſure in the Excurſion : and I fhall confider it | 


the happieſt encouragement for proſecuting the taſk in ſom: | 


other part of the country, which has received little notice FA 
. Ita 


from the Touriſt. 


NEW WEAR 


Md 


nn ! 


the 


de. 


ami 


hoſe 


muſt, 


ſouse; 


Fort: 


"ET 


AVOr. 


have 


* . 
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r it 25 
ſom: Fi: 
notice | 
ta public opinion, to the following circumſtance: ' 
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* Y intention, when I began the Book, was only to add 


what Anecdotes I could collect of Te Man of Ross, as 
a ſhort PRETACE to the Obſervations of the different Writers 
on the River Wye, under which head I have continued the 


3 litle ; but being inſenſibly led on to this place, I muſt not 
quit it, without offering what relates to its local hiſtory. 


The Iron Works at New-Wear were, for a number of 


I vears, carried on by a family of the name of Warrz, whom 
Gibſon mentions poſſeſſed the bones of the ſkeleton ſound 


Jon Doward ; but fince their time, they have been occupied 
Aby Mr. John and Mr. William Partridge, who now reſide at 
Monmouth and at Goodrich. 


The continuance of this Wear 1s attributed, according 


„An order having been iſſued, by Government, for 


„ reducing all the Wears on the Wye ſo many feet below 
| 1 „the ſurface of the water, — the Duke of Kent, of whoſe 


property this formed a fart, being timely informed of the 


e 


cir- 
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wall to its former height, ſo that when it came to be 
„ lowered, it remained in its original ſtate.” 


Credulity, thy broad gulp! The kind communication cf 3 
an intelligent friend has given me better information, and 5 


will impart a circumſtance not generally known in the neigh- 


bourhood : 


Below the junction of Monnow with the Wye; as al'o MR 
at Landogo, Cardithell, Big's-wear, &c. Locks were '3 
erected on this river ;. and the barges navigating it paid a 1 
tonnage to the preſent Lord Sands's anceſtors, of Omberſly 1 
Court, near Worceſter, whoſe freeholds they were. But 
being conſidered, ſome years ago, rather a diſadvantage 
than a benefit, the right of tonnage was purchaſed of the 
family, and the river diveſted of the impediments, except 3 
New Wear, which was guaranteed under Act of Parliament, 
with this proviſo, that the water ſhould flow over it a Swen ; 


quantity of feet, in order that the Salmon ſhould get over, | 
for the benefit of the upper parts of the country ; at which 


level it has ever ſince remained, and is now the only Lock 3 1 


on the Wye in the courſe cf the voyage. 


The right of fiſhery, which is here very valuable, be. 3 
longs to Mr. W. Partridge, of Goodrich, who carries on tie 


Iron Works. 


FFF FS SE SS SS 


The ſublime bezuties of this place, which is deeme* 
the SECOND GRAND SCENE ON THE WYE, have been moſt ably} 
delineated by the pens of Mr. Wheatley, Mr. Gilpin, au 

Mr. Shaw, | 


2 KB 

. "4 

7 
7] 


*. circumſtance, immediately added the number of feet of | 
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5 | Mr. Shaw, which renders further remark almoſt ſuperfluous : 
I chall therefore haſten home, with all the reſpe& I owe 


| my Reader. 
of 
and L Many travellers, whoſe zeal for enjoying the peculiar 
of beauties on the Wye overlook the trifling difficulty of 
Y gaining an aſcent, leave the BoaT at Colowert, and climb 
the ſeep, called Symonds's Gate, on the left bank; which, 
al | though a work of labour, will reward the curious obſerver, 
TOY : not only by a beautiful view of the country, but alſo of the 
1d 2 Pcourſe of the river, which here © makes another bold 
erlly ſweep.“ for when ſanding on this ſummit, the ſpace acroſs 
But zs not half a mile by land, but more than four by water. It 


ntage PÞlſo gives an idea of the precipices at Piercęſeld, which frown 


f the 2 pon the Wye in a manner terrific to ſurvey. 

xcept i 

ment, | From the inhabitants I have endeavoured to obtain the 
Feet ; eaſon of this promontory of rock being named Symond's Gate, 


over, put cannot meet with one that is ſatisfactory; the moſt 


which | \ ational conjecture offered was, that it formed the boundary 
Lock If the counties of Hereford and Gloceſter. What degree of 
edit is attached to it, I leave to the Reader's judgment, 


le, bei Tze descent to New Wear is rugged and ſtoney, but going 
on de Pith gravity leſſens the inconvenience. 


ö | From New Wear to Monmouth the walk holds forth the 
| ö oſt inviting attractions; indeed it is a combination of ſuch 
Ich and varied ſcenery the whole of the way, that a tranſi- 


oft ably 2 
ry view from the boat can convey but a faint idea of its 
2auty, 


0 The 


ti , 
"i 
* 
z 
F.4 
a 
, 
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The patlycondudts you, on the right ban of che river, 
for fome diſtance, under a ſhady row of mixed trees; be. 
hind which recede a grand range of rocks, in a; variety of 
fantaſtic ſhapes and forms, more or leſs cloathed with ivy, | 
and at their "baſe are ſtrewed about detached ones: of an 
enormous ſize, which encreaſe the ſublimity - of the wen, ; 
'Fhe oppoſite bank is a woody hill, through which the coal 3 
from the Foreſt of Dean is conveyed, for me" uſe of eg ö 
e e lime kilns. | ; 


At the end of this row of. ans you enter Ge fue 1 
meadoy. ground, and the river, by a beautiful curve, 3 
ſhutting out the contuſion at the Wear, preſents a paſtoral 3 
{cene, as pleaſing as unexpected. This charming contra, 
from uproar to all that i 18 ſoothing or agreeable in Nature, 3 
appears more the fiction of a dream than reality, —and form] 
a part of that uceasing variety. whigh ſo peculiarly: marks the o! 
courſe of this river. The attention 1s not ſuffered to, pauſt 1 ap 
long on a particular object, fo, rapid axe the attractions all 
each bank ;—lometimes. the folding ſcreen is on the right! 
—at anotbex, on the leſt; and by, à ſudden; curve, a boli 
front ſcreen marks the. diſtangg—ip each ef which, ſoul 4 
novelty or beauty 1s introduced, either in the form, colou.ſ 
or clothing of the rocks, ſo as to excite in the mind a ei 
petual delight and admiration: N 


— A 
—— 
— 
1 


* 


War 


'The outward colour of the rocks at Coldwell and. Ne 4 
Wear is of a light grey; but bere they take a change frog 
Nature as well as from art; for poſſeſſing ; a limeſtone qualit 
their faces are fractured into a variety of forms, w wi 

chan ; 


e, 
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ver, changes e chlor to à Hght red, and by that means adds a 
be- treſh tint to the variety. Thofe on the right bank riſe more 
y,of Þ abruptly? from the ground, and their appearance is more 
ivy, rede and-ſavage. Down their fide, at the fourth field, a 
of an Mwater-fall (called the dripping will, which poſſeſſes a petrifying 
cene. Wquality) hurries headlong, forming in winter a fine caf- 
coal 7 cade, and c even in ſummer a ſtream of ſuch force as to de- 


f the 4 erve, tho with leſs claim, the appellation. 


The fixth Feld | is Elyfum it occupies a greater extent; 
nd is skirted with a rich coppice wood, both in front and 
f dn the right; the bottom is iringed with'an wregular row 
f trees of different Kinds, whoſe penstve forms add to tlie 
antrat, luxury of the ſcene. At the upper end ſtand ſome pine 
ature, 3 


> fine 
curve, 
aſtora 


heſnut trees, whole ſpreading branches ſeem to invite the 
form Traveller under their ſolacing ſhade. Indeed I have been 
rks the 4 old by Mr. Newton and Mr. Evans, the proprietors of the 
2 pauitY Pleaſure Boats, that ſew companies paſs by this ſpot without 
ons c  R_ and ſharing a open under their protection, 
e Tight | 

a vol 3 

„ ſome : 


We now enter the «ood chi recluſe), through whoſe 
Wicket the ſame har. featured rocks rear their heads; 
colous 1 aring wildneſs and horror, and inhabited by birds of prey ; 
1 a per 4 ut its length is of ſhort cortinudnce,---when we open upon 
| : DowarD, Whoſe rocks upon its ſummit appear like the'ruins of 
ancient Castle. Its rude appearance is here finely ſoſtened 

1d, Ne ue rich and beautifut'endloſures on the oppoſite bank 
ge fron Hadnock, as noticed in the preceding pages. At the 8. 
quali point of this hill, huge ſtones hang in terrorem on its 
2 wh IK | 
chang 


e, in a manner almost astoniſhing ; ſome, of which curi- 
otity 
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oſity prompted me to examine; and one, in particular, to 
meaſure, which was 27 feet long, 7 feet broad, and © feet 
thick ; and conſidering the ſmall bed of earth they. rested 
in, I trembled for the ſafety of the inhabitants deer. if 
they ever looſed from their centre. 


In the bottom (called The Lays), are diſperſed ſeveral 
beautiful cottages, whoſe ſituation is finely introduced in 


A PASTORAL BALLAD, 


BY MISS SEWARD: 


Q, SHARE my cottage, deareſt Maid! 
Beneath a Mountain, wild and high ; 
It neſtles in a ſilent glade, 
And WYE's clear currents wander by : 
Each tender care, each honeſt art, 
Shall chaſe all future want from thee, 
When thy ſweet lips conſent impart | 
To climb theſe ſteepy hills with me. 


0 Far from the City's vain parade, 
No ſcornful brow ſhall there be ſeen : 
No dull impertinence invade, 
Nor envy baſe, nor ſullen ſpleen. 
The ſhadowy rocks, which circle round, 
From ſtorms ſhall guard our ſylvan cell; 
And there ſhall ev'ry joy be found 
That loves in peaceful vales to dwell, 


When late the tardy Sun ſhall peer, 
And faintly gild yon little ſpire; 
When nights are long, and froſts ſevere, 
And our clean hearth is bright with fire, 
Sweet tales to read—ſweet ſongs to ſing! 
O they ſhall drown the wind and rain, 
E'en till the ſoften'd ſeaſon bring 
Merry Spring- time back again! 
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Then Hawthorns, flow'ring in the glen, 
_ Shall guard the warbling plumy throng ; 
Nor boaſt the buſy haunts of Men 
So fair a ſcene, ſo ſweet a ſong. 
Thy arms the new-yean'd Lamb will ſhield, 
And to the ſunny ſhelter bear; 
While, o'er the rough and breathing field, 
My hands impel the gleaming ſhare. 


Ne'er doubt our wheaten ears will riſe; 
And full their yellow harveſt glow ; 
Then prove, with me, the ſprightly Joys, 
That Love and IxpusrRV beſtow, 
Their jocund power can baniſh ſtrife, 
Her clouds no paſſing day will fee, 
Since all the leiſure hours of life, 
Shall ſtill be ſpent in pleaſing thee. 
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Paſſing 


— — 


To Miss Sewarp I once had the pleaſure of being introduced, ſome 
2 years ago, at Norrixchau, and I can aſſert, what will be credited by 
2 thoſe of my Readers who enjoy the happineſs of her acquaintance, that her 
beautiful perſon, and elegant form, join'd to the most engaging N 
: may be deemed the counterpart of her charming Por TRV. 


The © yawTrorn' does not strictly correſpond with the ſituation, —tho' a 
: eircumstance of equal gaiety adorns it, namely, the apple-tree, which 
ouriſhes around the dwellings in great abundance. But in point of Song 
** Nature's Choristers, this ſpot might challenge England. It is im- 
poſſible to enjoy a higher treat of the kind than the harmony of theſe little 
Yvaiblers i in the woods on the banks of the Wye, on a fine ſummer's even- 
Zing, who ſeem to vie with each other in the richneſs and fullneſs of their 
3 lotes, from each ſide of the water. The following little Anecdote I had 
; rom Signior Roſſignol, ſo celebrated for Imitations of the feathered tribe : 
: Vhen at Monmouth, in the Summer, he often walked towards Hadnock, 
Et a late hour of the night, for the purpoſe of comparing nis notes with 
Trhoſe he imitated : firſt he would begin with the Blackbird's, when all of 


that 
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Paſſing through a few pleaſarit meadows, we meet the 
turnpike road, at the bottom of a hill called Gznzav vn 
Wyw, [vulg. pron. Gan-y-rew] which, i in Engliſh, ſignifics 
T he Mouth of the Wye;*-+-here the river, by making an ab- 
rupt turn to the leſt, changes the fine woody hill -f from a 
grand front to a side sereen, which it continues for forme time. 
Havxock Hovsk, the ſeat of the . P. Exirein, L.L.D, 


now comes in view, which is the most elegant manſion, 
next to Mrs. CLARK E's, of the Hill, in the courſe of tlie 
voyage from Roſs to Monmouth. 5 

Among 


that ſpecies within hearing would inſtantly awake; as it wet6, with the 
rapture of day :—then the Thruſh,—next the Nightingale, and ſo on; till 
ke had called forth the ſong of every bird in the oct; and” Whuld con- 
pad Hmuſing himſelf in this manner for an hour together; ſo that a 
traveller paſſing along te road, would, by Judging from the ſurrounding 
harmony, ſuppole he bad miſtaken the time of day. He left town the 
day he mentioned. the, circumſtance, or I ſhould have ſhared the pleaſure 
with him. A rong proof of the. affinity of his notes to the originaly, 
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his place does not accord with its name, the ELBOW of the ww ve 
would be a better &ppellation,—unfeſs 1 we accept it as the entrance into 
Monmouthſhire from Hereſodſhire; thei wateringeplace for horſes, near 
the bottom of the hill, forming the divitiort of thoſe counties. The town 
of Monmouth. from its being lituated- clote on tlie borders of : Hereford 
and., Glocaſterſhires, ſeems, 2s if it had taken, nuyy at the towns lower 
Gogwng; and: run. off almoſt.out. of the county; When Herefordſhire, dread- 

ing the effec of its Campriax” SIR, prevente its furthet? ee 
Glocekerthire may ies] irlelfigrateful, to the VX toſdr its decutitys.! 


3 pure; 


+ The' . Opiervations en Woods, by. Me. win, are, worthy 
inſertion, cho, the extract 18 very partial: RENE 1 3's: 
The different tints of greens may ſeem at firſt Fvg to be rather minate 


varieties than characteriſtic diſtinctions; but upon experience it will be 
| ſound, 


PREFACE. 


| Among the many reſpectable families, both in and near 
Monmouth, from whom I have received particular. marks of 
kindneſs, to none do I feel myſelf more indebted thau to 
ab- Dr. Griff; but lest what I might offer as a tribute of reſpect. 
n a might be construed into a hope of obtaining favor, I ſhall 
ne. take the liberty of quoting the learned Author of the Higtory 
„b. f Monmouthihire, becauſe he cannot be ſuſpected of auy mo- 
on, tive but that of truth: indeed it would create a pauſe to 
© know. in what manner greater civilities could be ſhewn 
to me, either at Hadnock or at Monmouth, 


4 ** The Library of Dr. GRfrrix, of Hadnock, conſists 
© © principally of books relating to Britiſh antiquities. 'They 
have been at the Author's ſervice ; and the Doctor has 


con- 
wp 5 8 afſited in the uſe of them, with the zeal and liberality of 
ding “ 2 mind, eminently honest and diſinterested. He ſeems 


5 to have had 8c of writing a ADC: of Monmouth- 


3 1 that, from ſmall d they lead. to material ao 
| 4 that they are more important on the broad expanſe, than along the narrow 


Wye 5 outline of a wood ; and that by their union, or their contraſt, they produce 
mto 2 eech 'n not to be diſregarded i in ſcenes of extent and of grandeur. 

x 5 I 4 HANGING woob in AUTUMN i is i with colours, whoſe beauty 
«ford cheers the approact. es of the inclement ſeaſon they forebode : but when the 
3 ; trees first droop, while the-verdure as yet only begins to fade, they are no 
Abad- 2 more than ſtronger tints of thuſe colours with which the greens im theit 


WW vigour are ſhaded; and which now are ſuccceded by a. paler white, a 
brighter yellow, or a darker brown. The effects axe not  diflerent ; they 
are only more ſaintly impreſſed at one time than another ; but when they 
are ſtrongeſt, they are molt obſervable. The tall of the leaf, therefore, is 
: the time to learn the ſpecies, the order, and the proportion of tints, which 
1 blended, will form Brau Tirol massEs: and, on the other band, to 
J diſtinguiſh thoſe which are iNcompaTIBLE near together.” 
L vg a 
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„ ſhire. His diſpoſition and taste are directed principall; 
to the origin and connections of families, and to the 

* deſcent of property; and his notes, which he has had the 
candour to ſubmit to the Author, generally referred to 
* thoſe ſubjets. The Reader will ſee the uſe made of F 
that indulgence, would not preclude ſuch a work; pro- 
„ bably a model to the Historiographers of counties ;---: 
« history of powerful and opulent families, written by a 7 
© Clergyman, uninfluenced by patronage or the defire of, 


* 


e preferment, and with a ſcrupulous regard to truth.“ ; * 
Preface to Hist. M. shire, p. ix. I rea 
| | and 

fHadnock Houſe is ſituated on the vrow of one of thoſe FH... 

« projecting hillocks, which over- look the Wye; two miles Heſc 
from Monmouth, and on the edge of the Forest of Dean. the 
It was the choſen retirement of Admiral Griffin; de- Sul, 
** ſcended from a Cambro-Britiſh family in ancient Cum-Fe. , 


** bria, or Cumberland; and from a prepoſſeſſion in favor] how 
of the Cambrians, he was induced to purchaſe the estate. 
His ſon, Dr. Griffin, to whom, it may be perceived, the 
** historian of Monmouthſhire has conſiderable obligations 
64 profeſſes to have no materials for an account of his own I.! 
family. Whether he be fearful of the effe& of gratitudei F tee 
or, in the habit of contemplating the most ſplendid pedi-Þ flic 
+* grees, he may overlook his own,---the Author has na DIV! 
«© ſucceeded in ſoliciting this ſpecies of information. | 


* The hills fringed with various coppices, are contraste 
by the ſurface of a majestic wood; the austere charac { 
« ters of a large mountain, in the back-ground, have thei 

** grandeup 
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grandeur and rigor are finely ſoftened by the winding and 
cultivated vale ; and the whole landſcape, which would 
otherwiſe be rude and romantic, receives the most deli- 
cate touches from the occaſional appearance of the mag- 
nificent and peaceful Wye, flowly meandering at the foot 
of the Knoll, on which the honſe is ſo OPT placed. 5 
Hist. M.shire, p. 332. 


by a A ſhort diſiance below, on the oppoſite bank of the Wye, 
re of 1 ſtands the pariſh Church, called DIX TON, which makes 
2 but a very inconſiderable figure as a pictureſque object, by 
45 reaſon of its awkward form, being very long and narrow, 
und its ſpire (or rather want of one), gives the whole a 
Heavy appearance. In the flood of 1794, this church was 
Heſolated within, the water having forced its way through 
the windows and doors, —tearing up with its violence the 
Pulpit, pews, pavement, in ſhort every thing that came in 
Its as 4 ſince that time it has been newly irtted ups and 
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| 0 als for which it is intended. 


The Living, which 1s a Vicarage, is held by the Rev. 
s Oun I. Banks :—the Rev. Jonun PowELL, M. a. Maſter of the 
itude; Free Grammar and Boarding School, Moxnwmourn, is the. 
ped fficiating, Miniſter. Whether the full attendance, when 
as no Divine Service is performed, reſults from the oratory of the 
Preacher, or the beautiful walk along the banks of the Wye, 
F not a fair queſtion for me to pronounce on, becauſe I 


trastel Pould give an inftant deciſion in favour of the Clergyman. 
characſ 


e the 
andeuf 


The Great Tythes belong to the Rev. Dr. Guarers. 
p The 
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Ihe nave is without ſide iſles. Within the Communion 


rails, under flat ſtones, lie the family of BELLAMY, who 
once reſided at Hadnock ; and againſt the North fide of the 
Chance] wall, is an Achievement of Dr. Gzire1v's relatives, 
who alſo lie buried here, but without Inſcriptions. 


Againſt the ſame ſide of the church, is a mural monu- 
ment, with this inſcription : 
In Memory of 
' Mrs. SARAH MAULE,* Widow, 
And relict of ROBERT MAULLE, late Governor of GOREE, 
Who died the 15t February 1782. 


& The above is the only mural monument it contains. 


— — 


The Reader, if he takes notice, will find the graves of | | 
thoſe recently buried, in this part of the country, entire) 
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trewed over with FLOWERS. The cuſtom is an imitation of Þ 


an obſervance more beautifully attended to in South Male, ] 
an account of which I have been favoured with by a Lady, Þ 


who reſided ſome time in Glamorganshire : 


Soon after interment, or in proper ſeaſon, the graves are 


planted with a variety of flower-roots, which bloom early 


in the Spring, aid care is taken to weed and otherwiſe drel 
them, on a particular day, in which duty all the young] | 
people of the pariſh aſſiſt, not as a taſk, but regarding it as 2 


* Tradition reports a curious Anecdote of this Lady: —Unwilling that! 
her relatives ſhould enjoy any thing ſhe could diſpoſſeſs them of, ſhe Þ? 
ordered all her valuables to be put in her coffin after her death, and to be : 
buried with her. It is to be hoped her Executors had more prudence 


than to comply with ſuch a defire. 


piowP 
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i pions holiday; fo that when they put forth their bloſſoms, 
73, the churchyard has the appearance of a garden in elegant 


the | order a much more decent cuſtom, than turning in 
ves, I lonxsrs, Pigs, &c. to graze it. How beautifully does 
3 
Corrixs allude to this tribute of affection for departed friends, 
10 jn the following charming 
| INTRODUCED AS A DIRGE IN CYMBELINE : 
| 4 T6 fair Fipxit's graſſy tomb, 
; : Soft maids and village-hinds ſhall bring 
4 Each opening ſweet, of earlieſt bloom, 
; And rifle all the breathing Spring. 
5 No wailing ghoſt ſhall dare appear 
4 Fo vex with shrieks this quiet grove, 
es Off 4 But ſhepherd lads aſſemble here, 
terely And melting virgins own their love. 
Mn off + No wither'd witch ſhall here be ſeen, 
Vale, No goblins lead their nightly crew ; 
Lady, | 1 The female ſays ſhall haunt the green, 
I And dreſs thy grave with pearly deu 
| The red-breaſt oft at evening hours 
me" Shall kindly lend his little aid, 
early 4 With hoary moſs, and gather'd flowers, 
 drel; 1 To deck the ground where thou art laid. 
young Þ f When howling winds, and beating rain, 
it as 21 In tempeſts ſhake the ſylvan cell; 
9 Or midſt the chace on every plain, 
g that E The tender thought on thee ſhall dwell, 
pf, ſhe | Each lonely ſcene fhall thee reſtore, 
d to be z For thee the tear be duly thed ; 
udence Þ x Belov'd, till life can charm no more ; 


32 And mourn'd, till Pity's ſelf be deu. 


PREFACE, 


From Hadnock, a beautiful reach, two miles in extent, 
with grand hanging woods, on the right or leſt bank,” nea 


the whole of the way, conducts us into 
MONMOUT I; 


where I {hall, for the preſent, leave the ee als; aſſuring 4 


him, that at the Beaufort Arms he will meet with accommo— 
dations equal to his utmoſt wiſhes, 


Having now fulfilled my promiſe; and the remainder c | 
the voyage, from hence to Chepstow, being already printed, IF? 


{hall conclude the account with ſome appropriate 
LIN ES, 
BY THE REV, L. BOOKER, L. L. D. 


OF DUDLEY, IN WORCESTERSHIRE.,* 


\ \ ATE ER of sweet, of simple, of sublime,— 
Of Glades to traverse, or of Heights to climb! 
Of Rocks incumbent o'er rich vales below, 
Where silver Streams in ſoft Meand'rings flow, — 
Reluctant flow, as tho' they seem'd to grieve 
So lovely, so divine, a Scene to leave; 
As if unwilling to reſign their Charms 

(Like a coy Maiden), to Old Octan's Arms, — 
Which, cov'ring many a League, are open'd wide, 
To add their confluent Waters to his Tide: 
Whatever Charm in other Scenes we see, | 
Nature, O MonmovuTna ! here.combines in TEE! 


* The above Lines were written at my House, while directing his kin: 
enquiries after the happineſs of my family,—particularly of an infar' 
daughter, whoſe cherub countenance, on a former viſit, had highly inte“ 
Teſted his affeRtion. 
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1 } Sie the early Sheets of this Work were printed off, I 


7 have had the pleaſure of being introduced to Mrs. CLARKE, 


mo- 


Y Samara marr We Rol ee f ge EQ 


POSTSCRIPT. 


of the Hitt, near Ross, the oldeſt relative of the KyrLe 


er of 


his kind! 


n infar' | 1 


a Kyrle. He viſited at the Hill, and ſte remembers his per- 
. f on, which agrees with what Wm. Dobbs has deſcribed. 


SCRIPT] 


2 family now living. To the moſt polite and boſpitable re- 
cd, I 3 
# particulars of which I will fully detail, as they illuſtrate and 
1 confirm ſome parts of the preceding Accounts: 


ception, ſhe added all the Information in her power, —the 


The pedigree of the family, and a variety of papers 


| 4 relating to it, which ſhe ſubmitted to my inſpection, agreed 
with the Rev. Mr. Dallaway's ſtatement, of their ſettlement 

in Herefordſhire in the reign of King Henry VIIth; as alſo 
| with the names and reſidence of T he Man of Ross's Father 
4 and Mother ; but that the latter ſhould critically be called 
The Wurrk Hos (not Myitehouse, without the article) pro- 
bably from being white-waſhed, according to the cuſtom of 
this part of the kingdom. 


Mr. John Kyrle was the eldeſt of two children; his 


b brother's name was Walter, but the pedigree takes no fur- 
1 ther notice of him. or his fortune. 


'Tho' now in her 82d year, and enjoying, in the higheſt 


Jvigour, Mens sand in Corpore sano, Mrs. Clarke's recollection 
does not furniſh me with any particular anecdote of Mr. 


She 


POSTSCRIPT. 


She ſuppoſed the following CAUSE enabled Mr. Robe: 3 ; 


Kyrle to cut off the intail : 


A great part of The Man of Ross's eftates were copyhold ;— 
theſe he ſhould have paſſed in Court, for the purpoſes of i 
his Will, at the time he ſettled his intentions, according to 
the Cuſtom of the Manor. By neglect of this ceremony, F 


Mr. R. Kyrle's family became poſſeſſed of them for ever. 


The Summer House, at the end of the Walks, I have faid 
was built by The Man of Ross, but Mrs. Clarke is of a 


different opinion: ſhe ſays, that Mr. Vand. Kyrle ereQed | 
it, after the fale of ſome Woods at Dymock ; and that he | 


placed the picture over the door there. The finger points 


to a wood oppoſite; and the Morro (now defaced, which 


was 57 non tibi, non tbt,—** had it not been for thee [the woods] 
you [the summer houſe] had not been there”), is a proof of 
the correctneſs of her information. | 


It is recorded of Boyle, the philoſophical writer. The! 
de congratulated himself on his high birth, because it facilitated hi: 
access: The introduction to ſociety of ſuperior rank, might 
at the time he lived, have been attended with fome dith- 


eulty ; but I can with truth affirm, that had I poſſeſſed his 


zbilities, or his fortune, I could not have met with more 


liberal treatment, than I received from many 1eſpectable | 
families, whilſt ſoliciting information for THIS WORK; 
and to the above Lady I beg again to expreſs my particular? 


obligations. 


From contemplating Mr. Kyrle's picture, I was induced 
to become his Biographer : I with I had taken up the ſub- 
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= ſooner, as I am of opinion I ſhould have added greatly 
to its value, which would have given me peculiar fatis- 
F  £:4ion. Wich all its imperfections on its head,” I ſend it 


of [ forth as the beſt account yet printed of his Life ; and if it 

to ſhould afford half the pleaſure in the peruſal, which it has 

ay, N given me in the collecting, I ſhall forget the infinite labour. 
as well as the exertion and expence, which I have called 
forth to obtain it. 

aid I | 

fa Happy is the man (ſays Clarke, in his Eſſay on Study), 


ted | who can ſupport himſelf, in a constant laborious endeavour 
| he to be uſeful to mankind, by a nobler principle than that of 
ints a view to preſent intereſt. 


tA 2 


lich 
ds] N — &́—— — 
f [2 
"" The Road from Ross to Monmouth, 

Hlas been conſidered, by many Gentlemen, as one of the 
T hat | oft beautiful RIDES in the kingdom; from the number 
d tis pf intereſting objects, and fine views of the river and ſur- 
right 4 Founding country. The following Breviary will point them 


ditt- put, without enquiry, as they ſucceſſively occur: 

d his N Leaving Roſs, —the fine Bridge over the Wye at Wilton, the Caſtle, 
more | Fand Hamlet. 

gable! Mr. Kyrle's Walks run parallel with the River for a mile; at the end 
RK: of which is the Summer Houle, 

* Two miles, on the left, Mrs. Clarke's, of the Hill, 


icular From 2 to 3 Miles, the view I mentioned as worthy of Poſſin. River, 
Country, Goodrich Caſtle: divine ſcenery. * 
ed be village of Pencreek. Between this and Goodrich, in the valley on 
uceqd 


he right, lies © Maſter" Swiſt's Houſe, (Called The New Houſe.) 
2 fub- Four Miles, Goodrich. Catch a view ef Coldwell Rocks, on the left. 
ject 


The 
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POSTSCRIPT: 


The towering promontory, called Symands's/Gate, and Rocks at' New 


Wear, now come in view. The deſcent below the Croſs Kevs, Newmean 
hill,—in the middle, on the right, old Chriſt, Llewellin's reſidence, 

On che oppokite fide of the river, —Huntſham, Mr. Powles's houſe. 

At the bottom of the hill, —Old Forge, where the iron works I ſuppoſed 
were carried on, and in adjoining fields the Cinders found. 

Six miles,—The beautiful Village of Whitchurch, The Hills of Doward 
in front. The Summer Houle, on the leſt eminence, charming. 

Seven miles, On the leſt, Doward Houſe, Capt. Groves. 

In the valley, on the right, The Fort, Henry Barnes, Esq. 

Geneau y'r Wyw Hill, beautiful yiew of Hadnock, and, the Wye. 

On the left, a bandſome Houſe is now building, by Philip Atley, Eſq, 


The Wye now joins the road, aſter being a truant companion all the | 4 


former part of the ride. Charming ride from' hence to Monmouth. 
the Summer, you are delighted on the road with a ** Chorus of Birds.“ 


On the right Bank, called the Old Chapel (from a Chapel of Eaſe to | F 


Dixton once occupying the ite), a neat Box, Mr. Lucas, Monmouth. 

On the right Bank, Hadnock Houſe, Rev, Dr. Griffin. 

Nine miles,—on. the hill, Newton, Mr. Griffiths. 

Adjoining the road, on the right, —A neat Box (called the Curled Cat, 
from having formerly” been a public houſe, and the ſign a Cat, with Two 
tails curled). The property of W. Powell, Eg. Monmouth. 

On the ann Church. | | 
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MONMOUTH, 

If, on a review of my Collections, I find them ſufficiently intereſting to 
lay before the PUBLIC. Should any perſon, whoſe taſte directs to: 
ſimilar purſuit, find a pleaſure in aſſiſting, I ſhould deem it an honour to 
unite with him in the undertaking. The kind communications of friend 


In | 


x& In the courſe of this Winter, I — 5 Printing ſome Account of. 3 
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would be highly valuable, —1 would ceartully make pecuniary ſatisfactior ; 


8 5 


where it was required, ©. 


End of the Preface. 
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GEOGRAPHICAL DESCRIPTION 


OFC THE 


RIVERS WVE, LUGG, Oc. 


H E REF OR DS HI RE. 


1 rere 


ar Wyre 1s the only river of which the county 
of HxRETOR D can boaſt, although the Lud is 
{ſometimes honoured with that appellation by the 


I natives. 


The Wyre riſes from Plinlimmon hills, in Mont- 


gomeryſhire, and entering Radnorſhire at* Cefin- 


coed, paſſeth thro' that county, until it receives 


the ELax, two miles below Rhaydergowy. From 


thence it ſeparates the counties of Brecon and 
Radnor to Hay, a diſtance of thirty-three miles. 


Leaving Breconſhire at Hay, and Radnorſhire at 
Rhydſpence, two miles lower, it enters Hereford- 
shire 


A 


2 IHE WIE, S. 


ſnire with flow but majeſtic pace. The Wyve 
having now travelled ſixty miles from its ſource, 
is ſtrengthened and augmented to no {mall fize, by 
the wealth which it has collected from a large diſ- 
trict of hills and valleys on either fide, whose 
numerous rivers and ſtreams have united to add to 
its importance, by conſigning to it at once their 
reſpective contents and their reſpective names, 'F 


The Wr moves ſlowly through this county by 
the city of Hereford and market town of Roſs, 
until it reaches Gloceſterſhire; then by Monmouth 43 
to Chepſtow, where it joins the SEVERN SEA, dil. 10 
daining to reſign its contents to any other ſtream. a 


The Wye is neither beneficial or hurtful tot 
the agriculture of this county in any conſiderable : 
degree. To the city of Hereford and its vicinity 
it is of ſervice, as coal and other heavy articles are 
brought there from the Foreſt of Dean, and Briſtol. 
It alſo enables the inhabitants to ſend cyder, bark, Fi 
timber, &c. back by the ſame conveyance to the 
SeveRN. Even the counties of Brecon and Radnot] 
derive ſome little benefit from the Wye, as it is, in 
floods, navigable fix miles above the Hay. a 


Although the Wye is too haughty to yield uf 
the huſbandman's wiſh, by ſubmitting to be turned 
over his meadows, yet here are other ſtreams mor 

humblY 


3 


THE: WY E;:: &fc. % 


humble and more uſeful, that are quite tradable; 
from waole invigorating aſſiſtance the farmer de— 


Ce, WF. . 
5 rives no ſmall portion of wealth. 
V 
Gi. The Loc riſes in Radnorſhire near Llangunllo, 


and entering this county near Preſteign, and pall— 
ing by e emptics itſelf into the Wre 
below the city of Hereford, after having, for twenty- 
five miles, watered a diftrict, which, taking it all 
in all, is perhaps not to be equalicd by any other 


/ by in this land, of ſimilar extent. 
ob, 
zuth The Ax ROW, a beautiful little ſtream, riſes ne 


dif. | Gladfiree, in Radnoiſhire: It paſtes thro” . 
and flooding many thouſand acres of rich meadows, 
| joins the Lugs below Leominſter. The water of 
il to the Annow is found to be uncommonly beneficial 
rable | to the land over which it is turned. This is not to 
inity be wondered at, when it is remarked, that the 
s are water ſprings from hills that are molily compoſt d 
riſtol. of a calcareous or a filiceous ſtone ; and as the land 
bark, it paſſes over ſtrips the water of the particles with 
o the which it is charged, that large portion of tillage 
adnor ground, from whence it collects the ſarface water, 
nÞFaffords that ſtream in all floods ſo ample a ſupply 
Jof rich terrene matter, that in place of the water 
Abeing exhauſted by paſſing over fo large a portion 
Fo! ground, it is continually getting richer and more 
Fluxuriant every field it traverſes. 


4 THE WYE, Oc. 


PAL S6SO1L 1 
Of Herefordshire is very different, and the difference 
ofſten becomes ſtriking in the ſpace of a few yard; 
only: From a ſtrong clayey to the kindly ſandy Þ 
mould: yet all are rich, productive, and wonder- Þ 
fully adapted by nature for the nouriſhment of the 
different ſpecies of vegetables which ſhe had deſtined 
to become the tenants of theſe different ſpecies o. 1 
ſoils. 


* 
1 


Grain and hops are the crops, and neat catlle the | 0 
Stock, which the farmer looks to for ſupport. Þ* | 
Sheep and pigs are alſo articles of ſome importance. h 
Cyder, it is true, forms a very extenſive branch of 1 
the wealth of this county. This, however, is an FF 0 
article upon which the farmer does not lay amy d 
conſiderable ſtreſs: for even when a hit does take tl 
place, there are a number of avenues, beſides the] B 
farmer's pockets, with gaping mouths, ready to ſwal- 2 
low the productions of his blooming orchards. un 


This forms at beſt but a precarious property. 
upon which prudence forbids any material depen- f. 
dence to be laid, J it 
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WILTON CASTLE. 


eee 


* \ ILTON Caſtle was the chief ſcat of the Barony 
of the GREYS of this place, by the marriage of 


6 Reginald Grey, Juftice of Cheſter, with Maud, the 
heireſs of Henry De Longchamp, Baron of Wilton, 


in the reign of Edward 1. From hence a long train 


of valorous peers ſucceſſively enjoyed this place, 
8 down to William Lord Grey of Wilton. Tho! earlier 
than this they much frequented their ſeats at 
5 Blecurty and WHA DPDON Harr, in Bucks, 
and in the time of this William, the Caſile of Wilton 
was much {allen to decay. This brave nobleman, in 
the reign of Queen Mary, delended Calais againfi 
the French with wonderſul valour, till at length his 
ſoldiers mutinying in deſpair, he was obliged to yield 
it up, and became himſelf a priſoner, in which ſtate 
4 he continued, till he redeemed himſelt for 24,000 
J crowns; a ſum which almoſt ruined his eſtate. He 
was afterwards General of the fo: ces ſent into Scot- 


III 


land. 


6 WILTON CASTLE. 


land. Having lived to all the great purpoſes of life, 
but ſelf-intereſt, he died 1562, no leſs to the public 
ſorrow of England, which he ſecured, than to the 
common joy of Scotland, which he awed. His ſon 
Arthur Lord Grey, a ſoldier as famous as his father, 
endeavoured to advance his leflened eſtate by lis 
valour, and firſt was woundcd at the ſiege of Leith, Þ 
1560, and afterwards was ſent over Lord Deputy of 
Ireland, and there finally ſuppreſled the rebellion of 
Deſmond. But there is another cauſe, why his L 
memory will live, long after his feats of arms are Mn 
forgotten. He was the carly patron of SrprxSsER the 
Poet, who went over to Ireland with him as his Ja 
ſecretary, upon which he had a grant from Queen ; 
Elizabeth of 3ooo acres of land in the county of Cork. Bl: ( 
His houſe was in Kilcolman ; and here he finiſhed =: 
his Fairy Queen; the river Mulla, which he has | 
more than once introduced in his Poems, ran thro'M 
his grounds. The world can never be grateful enough Ml 
to the man, under whole patronage, ſo exquiſite 2 > 
Poem was written. The gratitude of the Poet will | 


live for ever :* * 
4 cor, 
| | ; = Co: 
* «© Moſt noble Lord, the pillar of my liſe, ; 
Sto ] 
And patron of my Muſe's pupillage, 
| Thro' whoſe large bounty poured on me rife, = - 
In the firſt ſeaſon of my feeble age, : | pf 8 


* I now do hve, bound yours by Vaſſalage. &c. 


Sonnet to Lord Grey," prefixed to the Fairie Queer. 
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WILTON CASTLE. 


7 

LORD GRE died 1393.“ His ſon WILLIAM, 
the laſt Lord, a puritan, but a very hopeful 
young man, was attainted as an accomplice in Sir 


Walter Raleigh's ſuppoled plot, and died in priſon 


5 much pitied. At what time this family parted with 


Wilton Caſtle is not exactly known ; but 'tis probable 
it was parted with by Lord William, the grandfather, 
among the patrimony he was obliged to alienate for 


3 raiſing his ranſom ; ſince, it belonged to John, firſt 
Lord Chandos, who married his ſister: and from 
him it became the ſeat of his ſecond ſon Charles, 
who reſided here as well as his posterity, down to 
James the magnificent Duke, who built Canxoxs 
Tin MIDDLESEX. 
F< Crvtr,' makes the following honorable mention of 
Ichis family, originally natives of the county: 


PriLies, in his Poem, called 


« Where ſhall we find 
« Men more undaunted 5? for their country's weal 
„More prodigal of life? In ancient days, 
© The Roman Legions and great Cæſar found 


« Our 


— — OS SOS 


* Henry Fitzalan Earl of Arundel, when ſteward at King Edward's 


JF coronation, or conſtable at Queen Mary's, was the firſt that rid in a 


coach in England, This Lord Grey was the firſt that brought a Coach 
s Ireland, 


I toyd's State Worthies. 


+ The title of Baron de Wilton has lately been revived in the perſon 


Met Sir Thomas Egerton, Bart. deſcended from the fiſter and co-heir of 


his William; but not intitled to the ancient honour, both becauſe of the 


attainder, and the abeyance. 


t Weldon's Court of James I. page 22. 


7 Than thoſe of Herefordſhire, 


WILTON CASTLE. 


% Our fathers no mean ſoes, and Creſſy's plains, 

« And Agincourt, deep-ting'd with blood, conſeſs 
„% What the SiLUrEs vigour unwithstood 

« Could do in rigid fight; and chiefly what 

„% Br1ipces' wide-wasting hand, first garter'd Knight,“ 
„ Puiſſant author of great Chandos' stem, 

„High Chandoe, that tranſmits paternal worth, 

* Prudence, and ancient proweſs, and renown, 
T' his noble offspring. O thrice happy peer! 
That bleſt with hoary vigour, view'ſt thyſelf 

© Freſh blooming in thy generous fon ; whoſe lips 
„Flowing with nervous eloquence exact, 

© Charm the wiſe ſenate, and attention win 

„In deepeſt councils: Arxicoxium pleas'd, 

« Him, as her choſen worthy, firſt ſalutes ; 

« Him, on th' Iberian, on the Gallic ſhore, 

« Him hardy Britons bleſs; his faithful hand 

« Conveys new courage from afar, nor more 
The general's conduct, than his care avails.” 


The remaining ruins of the Castle are very incon- Þ 
ſiderable; there being nothing but a low ſquare wall, 
encloſing a garden, with the appearance of a turret | 


in one angle. This with Aconbury, Dewſall, and 
most of the other Chandos estates in this county, were 


Th. 


The 
ſold ſome years back to Guy's hoſpital. In Peterstowe 
church, in which pariſh this stands, are no handſome; 


monuments, but two or three flat stones to th 


memory of this family, 


* This is an hiſtorical inaccuracy. Sir John Chandos, one of the fis 


Knights of the Garter, was uncle to Alice, the wiſe of Sir Thomas Brydgs 
anceſtor of the Brydges's. 


+ James Lord Chandos, father of the firſt Duke, 
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OBSERVATIONS 
PICTURESQUE BEAUTY 


RIVER WIE. 


e ERII San 


1 CENERY of ſuch inimitable beauty as that viewed 


down the river Wyk, which is unqueſtionably 
unique, neceſſarily requires a minute detail and 
con- FEnalization of its conſtituent parts; the ſteepneſs oj 
wall, Its banks; its mazy courſe; the ground, woods, and 
urret gocks, and every other native and artificial ornament. 
, and Wheſe are moſt accurately and admirably defined by 
were he celebrated comparer of natural and artificial 
stowBWandſcape, Mr. Gitein, in his excurfion down this 
dſome tiver in 1770. 

o the 


Leaving the reader therefore to furniſh himſelf 


Frith the neceſſary outlines from that able delineator, 


the fee ſhall proceed to give the reſult of theſe combina- 


Brydg6 | 
Pons under the auſpicious beams we now viewed 


E hem, 


B SEIN B For 


. continual ſerpentine nearly tour miles, without any 


10 THEWYE. 


For this purpoſe, we procured a boat for a guine; 9 
and a half, to take us to Monmouth, in which wel 4 
embarked at three o'clock, and leaving * Wilton ca 
on our Tight, paſſed the noble br ige weſtward in 


very ſtriking feature to attract our notice. We weng 
amuſed with ſome fiſhermen in their curious litt 
boats, angling for trout and grealing ; - theſe delicat 
vehicles are made of wicker, or baſket work, an 
covered on the outſide with prepared canvaſs, which 
they paddle down the ſtream, and carry on theif far 
backs home again, like turtles in their ſhells. MA pr 
Gilpin mentions this curious vehicle, called a coricl:Þ? 
probably from the ancient boat, which was forme: 
of leather, and gives the following curious ſtory : 


es Ze eats 


« An adyenturous fellow, for a wager, ond e 
navigated a coricle as far as Lundy iſle, at the mou 
of the Britiſh channel. A full fortnight or more 
ſpent in this dangerous voyage; and it was happy ff 
him that it was a fortnight of ſerene weather. Ma b 
a current and many an eddy; many a flowing ti 
and many an ebbing one, afforded him occafion [4 . 
exert all his ſkill, and dexterity, Sometimes his lit 


* Mr. Gym, by a deception in this winding river, has deſcribed 9M 
ruin as on the oppolite bank, 


HRE VT. | T 


© 
LY 
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Bark was carried leeward, and ſometimes as far wind- 


| [Erard; but ſtill he recovered his courſe, perſevered in 
nn iis undertaking ; and at length happily atchieved it. 


'h we. x; 7 7 : 
"FE\Vhen he rcturned to the New-Wear, report ſays, 


caſil: 1 It i 7 
alle he account of his expedition was received like a 


id i Foyage round the world.“ “ 
L any 

wen We now came oppoſite Mr. Gilpin's ſecond land- 
little gcape, Goodrich Caſtle, a molt romantic 1elick of 
elicatÞWnoG-grown towers, which more than anfivored every 
„ and dea of his pencil, or deſcription ; the vaſt hill, called 


whict | opper-wood, apparently on tne right, though really 
theif far beyond, adds greatly to the boldnels of this 


MJ 
oriclh? 
forme 


Wnveitigation, and, from a deicendent of the perſon who made the voyage, 


proſpect, 
On reading the above ſorv, I thought it a circumſtance deſerving 


obtained the following information : 

The man's name was Luxt Hud s; lived at WirTox, near Ross; and 
4 delonged to the trows which traded between that place and Bridol. He 
i not perform the voyage for a wager, but as a frolic attended the veilel 
=o Briſt.], keeping within reach of her aſſiſtance the whole time, in cafe of 
a accident. When he made KN Roap, a ſhip of war or tender, then iving at 
a anchor, ſuppoling the Coricle to be ſomething driſting on the water, put 
ut their great boat, when to their ſurpriſe they found it our hero in his 
Frruckle. Aſtoniſhed at his {kill and reſolution, they took him on board 
VS cir ſhip, where they MAE HIN MERRY, and at flood tide attended him 
vich their barge to the mouth of the Briſtol river, when they parted com- 
4 pany, having placed him under the protection of the veſſel with which he 
N et Wil rox. 


Conſidering the danger of the exploit, his neighbours might well receive 
cribed | | im with the aſtoniſhment Mr, G1Lvix expreſſes, C. Hrarn. 


Mr. 


12 THE WYE. 


Mr. GIL PIN, 
(©) 


OA. PLS 


« After failing four miles from Ross, we came 
to Goopricn CasTLE, where a grand view preſent- 
ed itſelf, and we reſted on our oars to examine it, | 
A reach of the river, forming a noble bay, is ſpread 
before the eye. The bank, on the right, is ſteep, 
and covered with wood; beyond which a bold pro- 
montory ſhoots out, crowned with a Caſtle, riſing Þ 
among trees, 


« This view, which is one of the grandeſt on the 
river, I ſhould not ſcruple to call correctly picturesque; 
which is ſeldom the character of a purely natural 
ſcene. 


In the ſcenery, indeed, at Goodrich Castle, the | ( 
parts are few, and the whole is a very {imple exhi- FC 
bition. "iz 


« In following the courſe of the WYE, which 
makes here one of its boldeſt ſweeps, we were car- ! 
ried almoſt round the Caſtle, ſurveying it in a variet! : 
of forms. Many of theſe retroſpects are good; but, 
in general, the Caſtle loſes, on this fide, both its I 
own dignity and the dignity of its ſituation.” 1 
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tural | | 


e, the | ES ooechy (or, as it is called, GOODRICH) 
exhi- CASTLE, ſtands on an eminence, near the ſouth 
Feaſternmoſt extremity of the county of Hereford, 


and on the weſtern bank of the river W YE, diſtant 


vhick | | 
: oo almoſt due ſouth from Hereford fixteen miles, and 
arietr Pur from Roſs. The paſſage and two cloſes below 


- but he Castle and nearly adjoining to it, are in the County 
= 101 of Monmouth, forming a circular arca ol about twelve 
Wor fifteen acres; the land encompaſſing it about is in 
the county of Hereford. By whom or when it was 


ut are equally unknoivn, 


The 
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The ſignature of Gonricus Dux” occurs twice 
the Monasticon,” among the witneſſes to two 


Charters granted by King Canute ; but whether he 


gave name to the Caſtle, or had any concern in its 
erection, does not appcar. Indeed, the contrary is 
the moſt probable, as neither of the monaſteries are 
in or near Herctordſhire, of 


WILLIAM MARESCHAL Earl of Pembroke had 2 
grant of Godrich Caſtle from King John, in the sth. 
year of his reign, to hold the ſervice of two knights | 
fees; and Walter Earl of Pembroke, his ſon, died!“ 


there 30 Henry III. A. D. 1246. 


From the MartscHars the Caſtle and Lordſhip 
came to WILLIAM De Varexcia, Earl of Pembroke, 
half brother to Henry III. in right of his wife Joas 
MoxTcCuENsEy, deſcended from the MaREsCHALs, 1 
According to. Mills's Catalogue of Honour,” Av: Þl 
de VALENCIA, ſon and heir of William, was Lord] 


of Gophicg Caſtle; he died without iſſue, the 230 
of June 1324, 17 Edward II. Joan, ſecond ſiſter and 


from whom deſcended the Earls of Shrewsbury. 


IN 


"IS 


cocheir of Aymer de Valencia, was the wife of John 
Lord Comyn of BaDENORTR, by whom ſhe half 
Elizabeth, a co-heireſs, wife of Richard Lord Talbot, 1 
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In ** Jacob's Peerage,” in the pedigree of the earls of 


n ; Shrewsbury, it is ſaid, «that (Edward III.) Elizabeth 
8 Comyn, wife of Richard Talbot, who is there ſaid 
Ie 


L to be one of the ſiſters and heirs of John Comyn, 
” | ; was forcibly ſiezed at Kennington in Surry, by Hugh le 
1 ? Diſpencer, Earl of Wincheſter, Hugh Dispencer, jun. 
ars and others, and fuſt carried to Wocking, and thence 
to Parfrith in that county, and ſo detained above a 


1 year ; during which time ſhe was by menaces of death 


its 


1 2 7 conſtrained to paſs her manor of Painſwicke in the 
5th county of Gloceſter, to the ſaid Earl, and the Caſtle 
icht, of Gopkich to Hugh the younger, to them and their 


died] heirs,” 


3 From this it ſeems as if the Caſtle of Gopricn and 
Iſhip the Manor of Painſwicke were ſettled upon her to her 
-oke, ſeparate uſe and diſpoſal; otherwiſe her conveyance, 
Toay being a Feme Couvert, could not have given the 
[a 1.«, | © ſhadowy of a title. 


Y MER FF 


| No authority is cited for this ſtory, which is not 
oY mentioned in Sir Robert Atkyns's hiſtory of Glocel- 
e 25 terſhire, under the article of Painswicke, where that 
T and 


Lady is ſpoken of, and where it would with propriety 


John | be related, 

> had * 

allot, : Hugh le Diſpencer did not long hold what he had 
7 


ſo unjuſtly acquired; ſince in the 22d of Edward III. 


Codrich Caſtle was in the poſſeſſion of Richard y 
i | Talbot 
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| Talbot, who then obtained the royal licenc efor erect- 
1 ing therein a priſon for malefactors; and in the 31ſt 
of the ſame reign died, poſſeſſed of it and manor, Þ 7 
which, according to the Eſcheat Rolls in the Tower, Ut 
| he held of the king in capite; and in the 47th year off 
| the ſame reign, Elizabeth his widow died, ſeized of r 
them alſo, as appears by the ſaid Rolls; wherein they ; 1 
are ſaid to be in the marches of Wales. 5 


Sir John Scudamore, of Ewyas and Hom Lacy, was Þ 
conſtituted conſtable of Goderich Caſtle, during the 
minority of John Lord Talbot, 2oth of Richard ll. F 


1397. 


This Caſtle and Manor continued in the family of Þ 
the Talbots from the time of Edward III. till the 14th 2 
of James I. when Gilbert Talbot earl of Shrewsbury 
died, leaving three daughters, his co-heireſſes. Eliza- 
beth his ſecond daughter was married to Henry de 
Grey Earl of Kent, who thereby became poſſeſſed oi 
this and other manors ; which continued in that fami- 
ly till the death of Henry duke of Kent, 5 June, 17404 
who leaving no iſſue male, this eſtate was fold to 
Thomas Griffin, Eſq. vice admiral of the White, in| 
the poſſeſſion of whoſe heirs it now remains. 4 


1 rr = =: 0 


0 


2 
— 


| This place gave the title of viſcount to the [il ; 
1 mentioned Henry, when he was by Queen Anne, 1: 
, December, A. D. 1706, created Marquis of Kent. 


During f 
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ct- WM During the civil war in the time of Charles I. this 
31ſt WW Caſtle was ſucceſſively in the hands of both parties. 


zor, The Parliament ſeized it at firſt, It appears afterwards 
ver, to have fallen into the poſſeſſion of the King's forces; 
Tr of * on the 15th of june, 1646, the Commons 


d of 
they 


j | rcſolved, as appears fiom their Journals, in con— 
© ſequence of a letter from Colonel Birch, of the 
8 18th of the ſame month, from Godrich Caſtle, that 
5 6 eighty barrels of poivder be forthwith provided for 
the the {ſervice againſt Gotherich caſtle and Ragland 
4 17, ! caltle, out of the ſtore at Oxford. 


* 
ER Ts = ET A 
hott 


lt ſurrendered to the Parliament the 3ist of July, 
Y after a ſiege probably of no great length, ſince it is 


ly ot 

vol not mentioned by ResHworTna. Colonel Birch is 
bury ſaid to have battered that which is called the Lady's 
7 1174- f Tower. 


y de On the 25th of Auguſt following, the Parliament 
ed ol ordered Mr. Samuel Browne and Mr. Selden to 
fami Ecquaint the Counteſs of Kent, with the neceſſity 
174% of demoliſhing Gotherich caſtle!!!” and that on 
old 1 he demoliſhing thercof ſatisfaction ſhould be made 
te, Vito her. On the 1ſt of March following they refolved, 
that Godrich caſtle ſhould be totally diſgarriſoned 
and ſlighted.* Probably at that time it was fo far 


Hemoliſhed, as to be rendercd incapable of de- 
Fence !!! 


ne la 1 


ne, 14 
Kent.! 
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FURTHER ACCOUNT. 


Having given an historical detail of the noble families who successivel; i 
enjoyed this CASTLE, we shall proceed with the descriptive par! 


which we hope will not be less interesting. 


\ . 


HIS Caſtle was a very ſtrong. pile. A deep b 

trench or ditch, near twenty yards broad, ö 
hewn into the ſolid rock, where it wants the defenc:Þ & 
of the ſteepneſs of the hill, which it hath upon twp? 
ſides, and part of the third. The entrance into i] 
lies over a little neck of land, borne up on both fidsÞ I. 
by a ſtone wall, near the ſouth eaſternmoſt angle d 
the caſtle, and a ſmall bridge, having one Goth 
arch, whoſe point is extremely acute, and half, 
another, which 1s circular, 


The F16GuRE of the caſtle is nearly sQUARE, mes : 
ſuring within the walls 48 yards by 52. It is def 
fended by four large round towers, one at eaci 
angle; ſome of which have very extraordinary ang 
pictureſque buttreſſes. 


Havin: 3 
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Having patſcd through the ſtrong gateway, the 
firſt building on the left hand is the char EL; on 
Idee ſouth wall of which was the figure of a talbot, 

| ſurrounded with the garter of St. George, and on it 

Jan earls coronet. The windows of this building 
ive were much more ornamented than any of the others. 
per:, Here is a place for holy water, and niches tor ſaints. 
Over it was a room with a fire-place, and beneath it 
a cellar; the brackets for the ſupport of the floors, 
both above and below, are ſtill remaining. 


f The KEr is a ſquare building, ſomewhat reſem— 
deer bling Gondulph's tower, at Rocheſter caſtle, but 
ad, ö nuch leſs, It ſeems very ancient; a moulding 
fenceÞ Fhich ſurrounds it being decorated with the zig-zag 
two prnament. 


nto It is reported, that this Keep was built by one 
1 ſide [$lacreterh or Macwac, an Iriſh commander, as a 
gle "*FE&nſom for himſelf and fon, who were taken pri- 
e pners in Ireland, by John earl of Shrewsbury, and 
d bal grought hither, It is to this day called Mackbeth's 
wer.” Two monſtrous head-pieces, ſaid to be thoſe 
the father and ſon, were, till very lately, kept in 
moe is caſtle, as a memorial of that achievement.“ Both 
t is de. 
it each On making application to the Rev. Dr. Griffin, of Hadnock, reſpecting 
| Wc above mentioned Hermes, he kindly informed me, that if ſuch 
ary ang 


Wings had been formerly there, they had been removed before the eſtate 
me into the poſſeſſion of his family, for he knew nothing of them, 
Wher from memory or tradition. c. n. 

theſe 


Havin'y 
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theſe helmets were extremely weighty ; one of them 
thick. 


The Harr was on the weſt ſide, where was ob— 
ſervable a beam of oak entire, without knot or 


would hold half a buſhel; the leaſt was remarkably £ 


kna1le, of 66 feet long, and near two feet ſquare the | 
whole length. The Hall itſelf was 60 feet, allowing 


three feet at each end for the reſting of the beam in 


the walls. 


In this caſtle were depoſited all the papers and 6 


records of UxchENTELD, where they retained the 
cuſtom of Gavel Kind,” called, in Domesday book, 
ConsveTUDiINEs WALLIENSIUM, the chief privileges 2 
of which were, that all lands, on the deceaſe of the 
parent, were divided equally among the children, 
who might diſpoſe thereof at the age of fifteen, beim 


then deemed of age, without the conſent of the Lord, 


Fi lony in the parent did not forfeit the eſtate, which 1 


d-ſcended nevertheleſs to the children. 


In this caſtle was an ancient inſcription, a draw 
ing of which Mr. Gros has given; who ſays, hate 4 
was favoured with it by Richard Blyhe, Eſq. F. A. 8 4 


who had it from the then biſhop of Durham, 


* Urchenſeld is a Deanery belonging to the dioceſe of Hereford. 
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MASTER SWIFT, 


PARSON OF GOODRICH, 


HEREFORDSHIRE, 


His Wife, and Tonne Chllren, most inhumanely 
dealt with, 


BY CAPTAIN KIRLE, 


A STONY-HEARTED REBELL, 


3 „ 


Turs very curious Narrative, extracted from a Work 
which is ſeldom to be met with but in extenſive Libraries, 


I here inſert, as connected with the Hiſtory of the Caſtile; 


and is alſo what I alluded to in the Preface, as an action 


becoming a Miniſter from the infernal regions, rather than an 


Otticer, who poſſeſſed an extenſive fortune and high repu- 


tation in the 1ezghbourhoud where it was committed. 


< FOO +. zqc OO «DU Rr > 


MASTER SWIFT, @c. 


AGEL OG ͤ SOS 


"T7 HEN the Earle of Stamford was in Hereford- 
hire, in Ociober 1642, and pillaged all that 
3 kept faith and all: geance to the King, information 
4 was given to Miftriſſe Swift, wile of Maſter Thomas 
S. ift, prion if GOODRICH that hey houſe was 
1 deſigned to be plus dered: to prevent ſo great a 
danger ſhe inftantly repayred to Hereford, where the 


= Farle then was, ſome tenne miles from her own 


home, to petition him that no violence might be 
offered by his ſoldiers to her houſe or goods. He 
# moſt nobly and according to the goodneſs of his 
2 diſpoſition, threw the petition away, and ſwore 
no ſmall oathes - that ſhe ſhould be plundered 
„ to-morrow,” 


= The good gentlewoman being out of hope to 
£ prevaile, and ſecing there was no good to be done 
by petitioning him, ſpeeds home as faſt as ſhe could, 
and that night removed as much of her goods as the 
q ſhortneſle of the time would permit: next morning, 
to make good the Earle of Stamford's words, captaine 
Kirle, his traap conſiſting of 70 horſe and 30 foot, 

which 
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which were hangers on (birds of prey), came to [1 
Maſter Swift's houſe; there they took away all his 
proviſion of victuals, corne, houſehold-ſtuff, which! 


was not conveyed away ; they empty his beds and 
fill the ticks with malt; they rob him of his cart 
and fix horſes, and make this part of their theft the 
meanes to convey away the reſt: Miſtreſſe Swift much 


affrighted to ſee ſuch a fight as this, thought it beſt! 


to ſave herſelfe, though ſhe loſt her goods; therefore 
taking up a young child in her arms, began to ſecure 
herſelfe by flight: which one of the troopers per- 


ceiving, he commanded her to ſtay, or (holding hi: 
his piſtol at her breast), threateniag to ſhoot her! 


dead ; ſhe (good woman) fearing death whether ſhe 


went on or returned, at last ſhunning that death 
which was next unto her, ſhe retired back to her! 
houſe, where ſhe ſaw herſelte undone, and ſhe durst Þ? 


not oppoſe or alk, why they did ſo? 


Having thus rifled the houſe and gone, next | 
morning early ſhe goes again to Hereford, and]! 


there ſhe again petitions the Earle to ſhew ſome 
compaſſion on her and her tenne children, and 


that he would be pleaſed to cauſe her horſes and | 


lome part of her goods to be restored unto her ; the 
good Earle was ſo farre from granting her petition, 
that he would not vouchſafe ſo much as to read it : 
when ſhe could not prevaile herſelfe, ſhe makes uſe 
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ath Þ 


her | L: her own fix horſes again, aſſuring her by his 


urs. F 


and 
ome 
and 


the 


tion, 


d it: 


s uſe | 4 


1 of the mediation of friends: theſe have the repulſe 
too, bis lordſhip remaining inexorable without any 
inclination to mercy : at laſt, hoping that all men's 


* JS 3 . 5 
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hearts were not adamant, relentleſſe, ſhe leaves the 
Earle and makes her addreſſe to captaine Kirle, who 


upon her earneſt intreaty grants her a protection for 
what was left, but for reſtitution there was no hope 


of that: this protection coſt her no leſſe than 3os. 
& lt ſeems paper and ink are deare in thoſe parts. 


And now thinking herſelfe ſecured by this pro- 
tection, ſhe returns home, in hope that what was 
left ſhe might injoy in peace and quietneſſe: ſhe 
Jhad not been long at home, but captaine Kirle ſends 
her word, that if it pleaſed her, ſhe might buy foure 


father's ſervant and tenant, that ſhe ſhould not feare 


peing plundered of them any more by the Earle of 
Stamford's forces, while they were in thoſe parts. 
next! 


ncouraged by theſe promiſes, ſhe was content to 
puy her owne, and depoſited eight pound ten ſhill. 
for foure of her horſes. And now conceiving the 


ſtorme to be blown over, and all danger paſt, and 
and 


placing much confidence in her purchaſed protection, 

e cauſeth all her goods ſecured in her neighbour's 
ouſes to be brought home; and ſince it could not be 
Petter, rejoyced that ſhe had not loſt all. She had not 
$njoyed theſe thoughts long, but captaine Kirle ſent 
unto 
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unto her for ſome veſlells of cyder, whereof having 
taſted, but not liking it, ſince he could not have 
drinke for himfſclte, he would have provender for 
his horſe, and therefore inſtead of cyder he demand; 
tenne buſhell of oates. Miſtreſſe Swift tcaring that! | 
the denial might give ſome ground of a quarrell, 
ſent him word, that her huſband had not two buſhell 
of oates in a year for tythe, nor did they ſow any 

on their gleabe: both which were most true: y 
to ſhew how willing ſhe was (to her power) to comply Þ# x 
with him, that the meſſenger might not return o 
empty, ſhe ſent him forty ſhillings to buy oatess [Ma 


Suddainly after the captaine of Goodrich Caſtle {Rb 
ſends to Master Swilt's houſe for victuall and corne; ar 
Mistreſſe Swift instantly repairs to him, and ſheu fern 
him her protection. He to anſwer ſhew with ſhew, te: 
ſhewes her his warrant, and ſo without any regard Ich 
to her protection, ſeizeth upon that proviſion which 
was in the houſe, together with the cyder which l 
captaine Kirle refuſed. Hercupon Mistreſſe Swift 
writes to captaine Kirle, complaining of this injury, 
and the affront done to him in 11: ighting his pro; 
tection ; but before the meſſenger could return 
with an anſwer to her letter, ſome from the Casi 
come a ſecond time to plunder the houſe, and the 
did what they came for. Preſently after comes 
letter from captaine Kirle, in anſwer to MistreiÞ 


Swilt 
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2 Swift's, telling her, that the Earle of Stamford did 
by no means approve of the injuries done unto her; 
and withal by word of mouth lends to her for more 
nds | oates. She perceiving, that as long as the gave they 
that would never leave aſking, reſolved to be drill'd no 
ell, more. 


any Tze returne not anſwering expectation, on the 

vet third of December, two hours before day, captaine 
mh kirle's licutenant, attended by a conſiderable number 
turn of horſe and dragoones, comes to M. Swift's houſe 
and demands entrance; but the doores being kept 
| ſhut againſt them, and not able to force them, they 
aſt BR broke downe two iron barres in a ſtone window, 
Yrne; Hand ſo with ſwords drawne and piſtols cocked they 
(neuss enter the houſe. Being entered, they take all Maſ- 
ſhew, ter Swift and his wife's apparell, his bookes, and his 
gad children's clothes, they being in bed; and thoſe 
which poore children that hung by their cloathes, unwil- 
which ling to part with them, they ſwung them about, 
Swülf zuntill their holdfaſt failing, they daſhed them againſt 
njury the walls. They took away all his ſervants clothes; 
s pr" and mace fo clean work with one, that they left him 
eturn not a ſhirt to cover his nakednels. There was one 
Casi f the children, an infant, lying in the cradle; they 
1d the 4 ob'd that, and left not the little poore foule a rag 
-omes o defend it from the cold. They took away all the 
Iistreſſ : ron, pewter, and braſſe; and a very faire cupboard 
Silt D of 


5 
© 
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of glaſſes, which they could not carry away, the 
broke to pieces. And the foure horſes, lately z. 
deemed, are with them lawful prize againe, and let 
nothing of all the goods but a few ſtooles, for hi; 
wife, children, and ſervants, to ſit downe and hb. m 
moane their diſtreſſed condition. 


Having taken away all and being gone, Miſtreſ hin 
Swift in compaſſion to her poor infant in the cradle, 
took it up, almoſt ſtarved with cold, and wrapped i 
in her petty-coat which ſhe took off from heir ſelfe. 
and now hoped, that having nothing to loſe woull 5 
be a better protection for their perſons than tha 
which ſhe purchaſed of Captaine Kirle tor 30s. Bu 
as i Job's meſſenger would never make an end, her 
three maid-ſervants, whom they of the caſtle hall 
compelled to carry the poultry to the caſtle, return|M 
and tell their miſtreſſe, that they in the caſtle ſaid, 
that they had a warrant to ſeize upon Maſtrelle 
Swift and bring her into the caſtle, and that the. 
would make her three maid-fervants wait on her 
there. Hereupon Miſtreſſe Swift fled to the plac: 
where her huſband for feare of the rebells had wit 
drawne himſelfe. She had not been gone two houreW 
but they come from the caſtle, and bring with then «Ke 
three teames to carry away what was before deſignep@ss 
for plunder, but wanted meanes of conveyance tl 


When they came, amongſt other things, there was 
batch of bread hot in the oven, this they ſeize on-] 
tenn'M 


5 : 
3 
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the Denne children on their knees intreat but for one 
be- Moale, and at laſt with much importunity obtained 
| 1h t; but before the children had eaten it, they took 
ren that one loafe away, and left them deſtitute of 
be- morſell of bread amongſt tenne children. 


Ranſacking every corner of the houſe, that no— 


lee hing might be left behind, they find a ſmall porter 
-adle, Wiſh, in which the dry nurſe had put pap to feed 
bed ie poore infant, the mother which gave it ſuck 


ſelfe; eing fled to ſave her life, this they ſeize on too. 


vou he nurſe intreats, for God's fake, that they would 
that {pare that; pleading, that in the mother's abſence 
But was all the ſuſtenance which was or could be 


rovided to ſuſtaine the life of the child; and on 
Er knees intreated to ſhew mercy unto the child, 


, her 
e had 


turn {Wat knew not the right hand from the left, —a 
{aid Motive which prevailed with God himſelfe, though 


ſtrelle 
they 
n her 

place 
with 
houre: 
them 
ſigne| 
yance, 
> Was iÞ | 
ze on 

tenn 


1 
= 


Iſtly incenſed againſt Nineveh. But to ſhow what 
Þwels of compaſſion and mercy are to be expected 
g Sectaries, and how farre they are from being dis- 
Ples to him, who ſayes, . Be ye mercifull as your 
ter which is in Heaven is merciful,” they trans- 
Welle that precept of our Saviour in the letter, and 
Fe away the children's meat, and give it unto 
es; for throwing the pap to the dogs, they put 
the diſh as lawfull prize, 


Maſter 


| and ſervants, one of the neighbours over-looking alf 


- 


away from Maſter Swilt's ſervice, or elle they threa- 
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Maſter Swift's eldeſt ſonne, a youth, ſeeing this Þ 
barbarous cruelty, demanded of them a reaſon of 
this ſo hard uſage? They replyed, that his father 
was a traitor to the King and Parliament; and added. 
that they would keep them ſo ſhort, that they ſhould z 
eate the very fleſh from their arms; and to make 
good their word, they threaten the millar that if he 
ground any corne for thoſe children, they would | 
grind him in his owne mill : and not contented with : 
this, they go to M. Swift's near neighbour (whoſe : 
daughter was his ſervant) and take him prifoner, | 
They examine him upon oath what goods of Maſter 
Switt's he had in his cuſtody ?—he profeſſing that he 
had none, they charge him to take his daughter 7 


ten to plunder him; and to make ſure work, they iſ 
make him give them ſecurity to obey all their 
commands, | 


Terrified with this, the neighbours ſtand afarr: 
off, and pity the condition of theſe perſecuted chi- 
dren, but dare not come or ſend to their reliefe ; h 
this means, the children and ſervants had no ſuſte-M 
nance, hardly any thing to cover them, from Friday : 
ſixe a clocke at night, untill Saturday twelve 4 
night; untill at laſt, the neighbours moved wit 
the lamentable cryes and complaints of the children 


difficulties 


4 
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difficulties, and ſhewing that he durſt be charitable 
in deſpite of theſe monſters, ventured in and brought 
them ſome proviſion. 


And if the world would know what ſo exaſpe- 
rated theſe rebels against this gentleman, the Earle 
of Stamford (a man that is not bound to give an 
account of all his actions) gave two reaſons for it: 


with FIRST. ** Becauſe he had bought armes, and con- 
hole « yeyed them into Monmouthchite (which under 
ner. WF © his Lordſhip's good iavour was not ſo) :” And, 
aſter S2CONDLY, ** Becauſe not long before he preach- 
it he ed a ſermon in Ross, upon that text, Give unto 
ghtcr . Cesar the things that are Caxar's; in which, his 
hrea- g. Lordſhip ſaid, he had ſpoken treaſon, in endea- 
= « youring to give Cæſar more than his due.“ 

tne | 


Theſe two crimes colt Maſter Swift no leſſe than 
three hundred pounds, 


End of the Narrative, 


CON 
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EAVING Goopnich CasTLE, the banks on 
the left, which had hitherto contributed lels to 
entertain, began now principally to attract attention; 
rearing themſelves gradually into grand ſteps; 
ſometimes covered with thick woods, and ſometimcs 
forming vaſt concave ſlopes of mere verdure; una- 
dorned, except here and there, by a ſtragling tree: 
while the flocks, which hung browzing upon them, 
ſeen from the bottom, were diminiſhed into white 
ſpecks. 


THE VIEW AT RURE DEAN CHURCH 


Uniolds itſelf next, which is a ſcene of great gran- 


deur. Here, both fides of the river are ſteep, and 
both woody ; but in one the woods are intermixed 
with rocks, The deep umbrage of the Foreſt of 
Dax occupies the front; and the ſpire of the 
church riſes among the trees. The reach of the 
river, which exhibits this ſcene, is long; and, of 

| courſe, 


* 7 
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courſe, the view, which is a noble piece of natural 
perſpective, continues lome time before the eye; 
but when the ſpire comes directly in front, the 


. grandeur of the landſcape is gone. 


The STONE QraRRIEs on the right, from which 
the bridge of Bzisror was built, and on the left the 


| furnaces of Bisnor's woob, vary the ſcene, though 
they are objects of no great importance in them- 
ſelves. 


For ſome time, both ſides of the river continue 


ſteep and beautiful. No particular object indeed 

characterizes either, but here nature characterizes 
her own ſcenes. We admire the infinite varicty 
with which ſhe shapes and adorns theſe vaſt concave 
1 and convex forms. We admire alſo that varied 
2 Toucn with which ſhe expreſſes every object. 


AT LIDBROKE 


ls a large Wharf, where Coals are ſhipped for 
Hereford and other places. Here the ſcene is new 
Jand pleaſing. All has thus far been grandeur and 
Itranquillity. It is now life and buſtle. A road 
uns diagonally along the bank, and horſes and carts 
Fbpear paſſing to the ſmall veſſels, which lie againſt 

the wharf, to receive their burdens. Cloſe behind; 


rich woody hill hangs ſloping over the wharf, and 


Forms a grand back-ground to the whole. The 


contraſt 
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_ contraſt of all this buſineſs, the engines uſed jy 1 
lading and unlading, together with the ſolemnity of ws 
the ſcene, produce altogether a pictureſque aſſem- . 
blage. The ſloping hill is the front ſcreen; the two 


{fide-{creens are low. 
The front ſoon becomes a loſty ſide ſcreen on 
the left; and ſweeping round the eye at Wercs 
BICkN OR, forms a noble amphitheatre. I 

AT COLDW ELL; . 
The front ſcreen firſt appears as a woody hill, 
— If 


{welling to a point. In a few minutes it changes it | 
ſhape, and the woody hill becomes a lofty ſick 
ſcreen on the right, while the front unfolds it{cl/ > 
into a majeſtic piece of rocky ſcenery. 


Here we ſhould have gone on ſhore, and walke« 
to the NEW WEIR, which by land is only iſs. 
mile, though by water it is near four, This wal: gl 
would have afforded ſome very noble river vieus n. 
nor ſhould we have loſt any thing by relinquiſhin:|:, 
the water, which in this part was unintereſting. af 


But the grand ſcenery ſoon returned. M lin 
approached it however gradually. 


THE VIEWS AT WHITECHURCH Mw 
Were an introduction to it. Here we failed thMitr 
a long reach of hills, whoſe ſloping ſides wers 
covered with large, lumpiſh, detached stones,; whi"M lu. 
ſeem 
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d in ſeemed, in a courſe of years, to have rolled from 
a girdle of rocks, that ſurrounds the upper regions 
em- of theſe high grounds on both ſides of the river, but 
tuo BY particularly on the left. 


From theſe rocks we ſoon approached 


58 THE NEW WEIR, 
Which may be called 
THE SECOND GRAND SCENE ON THE WVE. 
Hin. The river is wider than uſual in this part, and 
— , takes a {weep round a towering promontory of rock, 


which forms the fide ſcreens on the left, and is the 
{ide f ; 
grand feature of the view. It is not a broad, frac- 
# tured face of rock, but rather a woody hill, from 
which large projections, in two or the places, burſt 
altea out; rudely hung with twiſting branches, and ſhaggy 
mnly furniture; which, like mane round the lion's head, 
walk BY give a more ſavage air to theſe wild exhibitions of _ 
16 nature. Near the top, a pointed fragment of ſoli- 
iht tary rock, riſing above the reſt, has rather a fantaſtic 
s. BB appearance ; but it is not without its effect in mark- 
ing the ſcene. 


On the right ſide of the river, the bank forms a 
woody amphitheatre, following the courſe of the 
Un ſtream round the promontory. Its lower ſkirts are 
S adorned with a hamlet, in the midſt of which vo- 
Jlumes of thick ſmoke, thrown up at intervals from 
| | E an 
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an iron forge, as its fires receive freſh fuel, ad, 
double grandeur to the ſcene. 


But what peculiarly marks this view, is a c 
cumſtance on the water. The whole river, at thi 
place, makes a precipitate fall; of no great heist 
indeed, but enough to merit the title of a caſcad 
tho' to the eye above the ſtream, it is an object « 
no conſequence. In all the ſcenes we had yet paſſe, Þ& 
the water moving with a ſtow, and ſolemn pace, th: 
objects round kept time, as it were, with it; an! 
every ſteep, and every rock, which hung over th: 
river, was ſolemn, tranquil, and majeſtic. But her, 
the violence of the stream, and the roaring of th 
waters, impreſſed a new character on the ſcene: 
was agitation, and uproar, and every steep and ever 
rock stared with wildneſs, and terror. 


Below the New Weir are other rocky views of til! © 
ſame kind, tho' leſs beautiſul. | on 


After we had paſſed a few of theſe ſcenes, ti} 
hills gradually deſcend into MoxnmouTH, whic: 
lies too low to make any appearance from ti 
water, 
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MR. wv HE A TLEY: 
OBSERVATIONS ON PHE NEW WEIR. 


1 ch. 
t th! | UNDER THE ARTICLE, 
or ROCKS CHARACTERISED BY TERROR 

22 2 = mare 
cade: R ; ; = 

eg a NHABITANTS furniſh frequent opportunities to 
aſe lf ſtrengthen the appearances of force, by giving 
e, the ptimstions of danger. A houle placed at the edge 
N Fn 3 . . . * 
ane a precipice, any building on the pinnacle of a 
8 the ag, makcs that ſituation feem lormidable, which 
5 3 Wight othcrwite have been unnoticed. A ſteep, in 


elf not very remarkable, becomes alarming, when 

of thi L : > 
path is carried aflant up the ſide: A rail on the 
row of a perpendicular fall, ſhews that the height 
frequented and dangerous: And a common loot 
bidge thrown over a cleft between rocks, has a {ti]] 
of t onger effect. In all theſe inſtances, the imagina- 
n immediately tranſports the ſpectator to the ſpot, 
Ind ſuggeſts the idea of looking down ſuch a depth ; 
che laſt, that depth is a chaſm, and the ſituation 

directly over it. 


In other inſtances, exertion and danger ſecm to 
tend the occupations of the inhabitants; 
TT Half way down 

3 Hangs one that gathers ſamphire; dreadful trade! 

& a Circumſtance choſen by the great Maſter of 
; Nature, 
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Nature, to aggravate the terrors of the ſcene he 
deſcribes. Mines are frequent in rocky places; and 
they are full of ideas ſuited to ſuch occafions, 
To theſe may ſometimes be added the operations of 


engines; for machinery, eſpecially when its power | 


are ſtupendous, or its effects formidable, is an effort | 
of art which may be accommodated to the extravs ; 


gancies of nature. 


A Scene at the New Wear, on the Wye, 
Which in itſelf is truly great and awful, ſo far fron 


being disturbed, becomss more interesting and im. 


portant by the buſineſs to which it is destined. 


It is a chaſm between two high ranges of hill : 
which riſe almost perpendicularly from the water 


the rocks on the ſides are mostly heavy maſſes; ai. 
their colour is generally brown ; but here and ther 


a pale craggy ſhape starts up to a vast height abo 


the rest, unconnected, broken, and bare: lam 


trees frequently force out their way amongst then 
and many of them stand far back in the cover 
where their natural duſky hue is deepened by 


ſhadow which overhangs them. The river too, 
it retires, looſes itſelf in woods, which cloſe imm 
diately above, then riſe thick and high, and dari 
the water. | 
| 


In the midst of all this gloom is an Iron Foy 
covered with a black cloud of ſmoak, and ſurrous 
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e he ed with half-burned ore, with coal, and with cin- 
ders. The tuel tor it is brought down a path worn 
into steps, narrow and steep, and winding among 
precipices; and near it is an open ſpace of barren 
ower | moor, about which are ſcattered the huts of the 
effort workmen. 


It ſtands cloſe to the caſcade of the Weir, where 
the agitation of the current is increaſed by large 
„ fragments of rocks, which have been ſwept down 
r fron by floods from the banks, or ſhivered by tempeſis 
1d im. from the brow ; and the ſullen ſound, at ſtated in- 

tervals, from the ſtrokes of the great hammers in the 
f hi forge, deadens the roar of the water-fall. 


vater Juſt below it, while the rapidity of the ſtrcam 
S; WS ſtill continues, a ferry is carried acroſs it; and lower 
ther down, the fiſhermen uſe little round boats, called 
abo Truckles (the remains perhaps of the ancient Britiſh 


larg navigation), which the leaſt motion will Zoverlet, 
tne BY and the {lighteſt touch may deſtroy. All the em- 
cover. ployments of the people ſeem to require either 
by k i exertion or caution; and the ideas of force or of 
1 danger which attend them, give to the ſcene an 
imm 


animation unknown to a ſolitary, though perfectly 
compatible with the wildest romantic ſituations. 
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VOYAGE 
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- r 1 


RO Goob RIC CasTLE, down the next reach BY: 

on our left, a beautiful livery of green cloathed . 
the ſurrounding ſteeps: This is the general complex 
ion of the adjacent country, for every ten or twelve 
vears the woods are cropped quite cloſe to the 
ground, principally to ſupply the forges and furnaces 
with charcoal, &c. and as they ſprout again, this 
delightful verdure appears ſcarce diſtinguiſhable, at | 
{ome diſtance, from the molt luxuriant crops. As in BY 
other ſpots their vigour is increaſed, or come to full | 
growth, different tints and ſhades are ſeen, which 
conſtitute the wonderful variety ſo peculiar to theſe 
ſcenes. 333 


ny "aa hd ot 


The hill beyond, on our right; is covered with q 
lime-kilns; we ſaw a ſmall hut, by the water fide, | 
careleſsly heaped together, which, according to eſta- 3 
bliſhed cuſtom, the indigent natives raiſe in the | 

night; 
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night; this, if they can accompliſh it fo as to cover 

in, and boil a pot, within the ſpace of twelve hours 

unmoleſted, becomes their own : and they are al- 
lowed to incloſe a ſufficient quantity of land round 

it, and to rebuild a more ſuitable cottage ; thus in a 

q tow years, by this laudable cuſtom and indulgence, 

the whole face of the country wears a general aſpect 

ol cultivation, and the moſt barren ſpots become 

22 adorned with woods, gardens, and orchards. This 

in miniature refembles the great world at large in 


cach BY its original ſtate of nature, with this reſtriction, that 
Lcd BY their King is already eſtabliſhed : they may wage 
len- BY wars, and have trivial hoſtilities about infringements 


1elve BY of property, and other jealouſies or animoſities, but 
the no violent danger can enſue,—the Lord of the Manor 

1aces has the ſupreme power to keep them in awe, and 
thy FEreify theſe commotions in their ſtate. 


e, at 
As in BY We next paſſed ſome iron works on our left, 

called | 
NN . BISHOP's WOOD FURNACE. 


The ſcene here greatly improves, and the stream 
theſe Bl g Wu. 255 ; | 
[ous thro a winding avenue of richer cloathing. 


with 3 In the reach below this, 1s 
r fide, LIDBROKE COLLIERY. 
) eſta- A very plentiful mine, and of good quality, which 


Y'pplics Ro, and various other places. After ſo 


in the 
night uch grandeur and tranquillity, this buſy contrast 
: upon 


' thoſe uſed in the preſent age. It is ſuppoſed that 
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upon the banks of the wharf, produced a new and 
lively effect, 
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A little lower, on the right, ſtands 


COURT FIELD, | 
[Then] the rect of Win. Vaughan, eng. of Monmouth. « Bt | 


An ancient pile, with an artificial ruin above. A 

few fine deer were bounding on the ridgey bank 
the pariſh church in miniature, juſt below, is true 
pictureſque ; it is called WEL CH BICRN OR, to diſtin. 5 


guiſh it from another village of the ſame name abouÞt 


two miles below, on the oppoſite fide of the river e 
in Glocesterſhire, which now only divides the tw 
counties, but was formerly the boundary betwerf 
the Welch and Engliſh, according to this verſe | 
Necham: 


„Inde vagos Vaga Cambrenses, hinc respicit Anglos.“ 


« Hence Wyx the ENGL1$H views, and thence the WeLch.” as 


In this church is a chalice of great antiquity, bein: 
from its date, made in 1176, and altho” finiſhed i 
a very rough manner, it has ſome reſemblance 'ſ 


was made by ſome of thoſe Arabians living in ﬀ 


Norman territories, near the borders of Spain, 1i 1 


embraced the Chriſtian religion, and was by thi q * 
brouſ 


7 and! 


A 


E. 


anks: 


river. 
he tw 
etweel 


glos.“ 


EH. 


\ bein 
iſhed 
lance Wl 
d that 


about eight inches high, but very light. 

chaſed with a kind of zig-zag ornament, and on the top of the cover is 

Jengraved the date of the year in which it was made, in characters as near 
Jas poſſible to theſe, 
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Y rovght to Britany or Normandy, and from Renee 


to England.“ 


AT ENGLISH BICKNOR, 


A triangular buſhy mount hangs like a noble rampart 
to the water at the next reach. The verdant rocks 
no ſpread their tufted heads in variegated order, 
and at the half-way point, the abrupt cliffs, called 


COLDWELL, 


ek | Opened an amphitheatre of romantic beauties, be- 


diſtin 


about 


yond the power of words or canvaſs to expreſs; 


the creeping evergreens upon the protuberances of 
Seach mouldering rock, and the profuſion of other 
hanging foliage, preſent a variety of vivid tints in- 
imitably ſoft and fine. No tapeſtry of art, not even 


erſe f the rich Gobelins, f can poſſibly excel this admi-, 


* The CH ALICE here mentioned is a neat filver VAsE, with a cover, 
The edges of both parts are 


1146, 


[22d of King Hewxr II.] 


Wit is uſed in the Adminiſtration of the Sacrament at Bicknor Church. 
Mr. Jacksox, of Court Field, in whoſe cuſtody it is placed, was ſo kind 


as to permit the Writer of this Note to inſpect it. c. u. 


＋ A houſe in Paris, in the ſuburb of St, Marceau. ſo called from Giles 
Noel, an excellent Dyer, who found out the ſecret of dying ſcarlet, in 
the reign of Francis I. At this place they made the fineſt tapeſtry in 


orope. 
F rable 
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rable production of the loom of Nature; ive onl; 
wanted ſun to paint the colours ſtronger. The 


by the devaſtation of time, are very curious, and 
ſome of them little inferior to the famous Bowda 
ſtone in Borrowdale; one, in particular, infinite) 
more deſerves the ſimilitude of a ſhip lying on it 
keel, immerſed too in the boſom of theſe lucid 
ſtreams, 


We now came to the sECON D FERRY, called 
HUNSON' ROPE, at WHITCHURCH; 


Which, to give an idea of the beauteous courſe d 
this river, is SEVEN miles diſtant from the upper oe 
at Goodrich by water, and only oxe by land. The 
pariſh church here, is another pictureſque object on 
the verge of the water, ſo near as ſometime to be 
ſurrounded by the flood; the vaſt hills beyond are 
remarkable bold, and form a ſublime termination 
to this reach, p 


The thinly ſcattered cots, as we approached g 
THE NEW WEIR, 


Are richly recluſe: no gripe of poverty, no perplesW 
ing cares, ſeem to diſturb theſe quiet haunts; 3 | 
more primæval ſcene cannot well be conceived 
exiſt, Paſſing through a lock, we ſaw the buff 

Cyclopf 


C 
a e\ 
maſſy heaps beneath, thrown from their native roch Mz. 
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onl; Ncyclops working on the oppoſite ſhore, and as the 


The evening was far advanced and rather overcaſt, this 


rocks ene became more aweful and ſublime. 
and 


Wdat 


The Moon ſcarce ſeated on her ſilver car, 


niteh The veib of night hung heavy o'er the world, 
on itz And o'er the ſolemn ſcene ſuch ſtillneſs reign'd, 
jucd As 'twere a pauſe of Nature! On the banks 


No murmuring billow breaks, but all is hu{h'd, 
Save ever and anon the thund'ring ſtroke 

>d That beats the fiery maſs: while upwards riſe 
H.: ; The ſmoaky volumes ſparkling thro' the air. 
But hark! the full aſſembled owls begin 


irſe d To ſhriek their orgies midſt the rocks and woods. 
er one Penfive I fit, and hear the frightful din 
Tue Reſponſive echoing thro the ſullen ſkies ; 


"Till lull'd by muſic of the daſhing oar, 


ject or | My untun d ſoul again finds ſweet repoſe. 


> to bei 
nd ar 
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Parody on part of Scene I, Act III. of the Grecian Daughter. 


hed 


[Mr. S HAW. 
„% Tour to the West of England.“ 
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ORIGINAL. 


— | 


SONNET:. 


\WRITTEN DURING AN EXCURSION ON THE RIVER \WyF 
BY MOONLIGHT, 


BY A FRIEND OF c. HEATH'S. 


L O W, murmuring winds, ſigh in the ruſtling trees | 
And ſilver Cynthia, with mild luſtre, beams | 
Her trembling light on Wyx's majeſtic ſtreams, 
Which curl to kiſs the ſweetly ſportive breeze, — 
Gleam to the Moon, and float in lucid maze. 

Ah, ſee! yon cloud has veil'd' the lovely ſcenes : 
No more the eye ſtill-varying landſcapes ſees, 

But ſhadowy darkneſs ſteals along the ground. 
How oft will Exvr thus, with gloomy eyes, 

Aim her dark ſhafts fair Innocence to wound! 
Yet as yon Moon emerging ſtill ſhall riſe, 

Gilding the woods, and rocks, and dales, around ; 
So may'ſt thou, Virtue, Scanvar's darts deſpiſe; 
With purer radiance ſoar ; and ſeek thy kindred ſkies! 
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